Eight Annual Graduate Research Forum

Sponsored by Academic Research Committee & Office of Graduate Studies

Tuesday, April 25, 2006, 6:00 p.m.

Germany Lecture Hall, MCC

Welcome & Opening Remarks                 Dr. David H. Magers, Chair, Academic Research Committee

Presentations   

[Time Limit, 10 Minutes]

Katt Blackwell, English





James D. Everett, Ph.D., Introduction

Lily Mortar: From Minor Character to Vessel of Scathing Criticism

Research Director:  James Potts, Ph.D.

William Wyler’s second film version of Lillian Hellman’s The Children’s Hour placed more emphasis on the minor character of Lily Mortar, the aunt of accused lesbian Martha Dobie. By altering scenes from the original play, Wyler’s 1962 film adaptation correlates with McCarthyism and the House Committee on Un-American Activities. Interpreting these alterations in context with the blacklisting of the McCarthy era reveals the movie’s scathing critique, through the character of Lily Mortar, of the repercussions of the cowards who knew of the innocence of the Committee’s blacklisted victims.
Laura Keigan, English





James D. Everett, Ph.D., Introduction

‘Freed From Their Texts’: Anna Jameson’s Advocacy for the Complete Consideration of Shakespeare’s 

Female Characters Despite Her Victorian Notions of Femininity

Research Director: James D. Everett, Ph.D.

How would our understanding of Shakespeare be altered if critics largely ignored such rich creations as Lady Macbeth, Portia, or Juliet?  Though such questions now seem utterly inconceivable, in the early-Victorian era, many scholars and critics neglected the female characters within the works they so devotedly studied and critiqued.  In 1832, however, Anna Jameson’s Shakespeare’s Heroines: Characteristics of Women: Moral, Political, and Historical helped establish the now-rich tradition of feminist character criticism in Shakespeare. Though Jameson’s critiques illustrate many of the popular conservative notions of femininity prevalent throughout the Victorian era, her writings, nevertheless, promote the then-radical notion of treating female characters as rich and compelling subjects of study.  

Rachel Barron, Health Services Administration

Jeannie Lane, MHSA Advisor, Introduction
Minimally Invasive Surgery:  Its Development, Future, Impact on 

Patient Outcomes and Effect on Length of Stay

Research Director:  Mitzi Norris, Ph.D.

Minimally invasive surgery has revolutionized the surgical care areas, led to improved patient care and decreased length of stay for many patients over the last twenty years.  In recent years there has been an explosion of technology, techniques and equipment that have forged into the mainstream of surgical care.  As development continues, especially with the emergence of robotic assistance, minimally invasive techniques will continue to impact healthcare worldwide.
Qianyi Cheng, Chemistry & Biochemistry



David H. Magers, Ph.D., Introduction

Conventional Ring Strain in Unsaturated Four-membered Rings
Research Director:  David H. Magers, Ph.D.

In order to study the effect of unsaturation on the ring strain in small cyclic molecules, the conventional strain energies for cyclobutene, azetidine-1-ene, phosphetane-1-ene, azetidine-2-ene, and phosphetane-2-ene are determined within the isodesmic, homodesmotic, and hyperhomodesmotic models.  Results are compared to the conventional strain energies of cyclobutane, azetidine, and phosphetane to determine what effect double bonds have on the conventional strain energies of these saturated homocycles. 

Andrew Durrett, Law  




Mark C. Modak-Truran, Ph.D., J.D., Introduction

Rumsfeld v. Padilla: A Legal Positivism and Natural Law Critique 

Research Director:  Mark C. Modak-Truran, Ph.D., J.D

This paper analyzes the recent Supreme Court decision Rumsfeld v. Padilla.  Despite the serious constitutional issues involving the indefinite detention of a U.S. citizen without due process of law, the Court dismissed Jose Padilla’s writ of habeas corpus because he failed to name the proper respondent in his complaint and failed to file the complaint in the proper court.  This decision is significant not because the Justices disagree over the application of the law but because it shows a clash between two opposing camps of legal theory.  In Padilla, Chief Justice Rehnquist’s majority opinion demonstrates a theory of legal positivism by focusing on formal procedural rules that prevent the Court from considering Padilla’s unconstitutional confinement.  By contrast, Justice Steven’s dissenting opinion demonstrates a theory of natural law by rejecting an interpretation “of the habeas corpus statute that would suffocate the writ in stifling formalisms” and would prevent addressing Padilla’s unjust detention.  Justice Kennedy’s concurrence waivers but ultimately sides with the majority’s legal positivism.  Discerning these underlying theories is not just an academic exercise but shows that these legal theories ultimately decided the fate of Padilla and the future path of the law.  
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John Kelly, Communication




Merle W. Ziegler, Ph.D., Introduction
Intercultural Communication and Religion
Research Director:  Merle W. Ziegler, Ph.D.

The influence of religion on culture is extremely vast. Likewise, the impact of religion on culture is important to understanding the structure of an intercultural communication exchange.  By outlining the general patterns of belief, understanding the framework of both the Christian faith and the Islamic faith, outlining the views of each faith toward the other and identifying the influence of religion on culture, it is suggested that knowledge of these different religious contexts will prove valuable in an intercultural communication exchange.  The illustrations of these principles through interviews with current Christian missionaries in Indonesia continue to affirm the vastness of the influence of religion and faith.

Carrie Lassetter, Art





Randolph Miley, Ph.D., Introduction

Art Fitly Spoken:  A Study of Amarna and Hellenistic Visual Realism, Emotion,

 and Movement with Application to Contemporary Christian Art

Research Director: Randolph Miley, Ph.D.

Research was conducted on how the artists of the Amarna and Hellenistic periods successfully communicated religious thought through the use of visual realism, emotion, and movement.  Biblical principles for the creation, use, and evaluation of art were examined.  The artistic philosophies were explored of five contemporary Christian artists.  In response to the study, the researcher created a series of sculptures accompanied by various two- and three-dimensional works.

P.J. Lee, Law




Mark C.  Modak-Truran, Ph.D., J.D., Introduction

Formalism verses Pragmatism in Plessy v. Ferguson: The Battle of Tradition and Experience
Research Director:  Mark C. Modak-Truran, Ph.D., J. D.

In an often quoted phrase about the law, former U.S. Supreme Court Justice Oliver Wendell Homes, Jr. stated: “The life of the law has not been logic: it has been experience.”  Holmes’ statement, while made in 1881, has continued to beautifully illustrate America’s legal history and has remained relevant even though more than a century has pasted since its utterance.  Just as the American people have evolved, so has American law.  Both evolutions have come about, arguably, because experience, both within the legal community and outside the legal community, has mandated change.  This change has often resulted in a conflict within the law between logic and experience.  This paper examines theories of law based on logic and experience and applies them to the monumental Supreme Court opinions in Plessy v. Ferguson. The opinions in Plessy illustrate the battle between logic and experience and reveal that experience has been the controlling factor in American legal history.   
Dana Terry, Communication




Timothy Nicholas, Ph.D., Introduction
Assessing Interaction Among Women Television Viewers:  The Role of Social Status, Television Viewing Preferences and Level of Self Esteem in Forming Para-social Relationships 

Research Directors: Timothy Nicholas, Ph.D.

For many decades, television has been considered the most popular form of entertainment.  Television provides viewers with the opportunity to escape from reality.  Due to this, television characters often become the object of para-social relationships.  Para-social interaction is defined as a one-sided friendship that television viewers have with a mass communication “persona” or character.  This para-social relationship occurs when the viewer feels he/she has a connection with the character.  The concept of para-social relationships has been linked to the Uses and Gratifications Theory in that the viewers are seeking gratification from the relationship.  This research examines the concept of para-social relationships and determines whether social status, ethnic origin, and level of self-esteem have any effect on television viewers forming para-social relationships.

Erin E. White, Biological Sciences



J. Clinton Bailey, II, Ph.D., Introduction

Identification of Genes Encoding DNA Gyrase subunits A and B in Zea mays

Research Director:  J. Clinton Bailey, II, Ph.D.

Once thought to be found only in prokaryotic organisms, DNA gyrase is a type II topoisomerase that alters the topology of DNA by relaxing, decantenating, or supercoiling the DNA.  In bacteria, DNA gyrase functions as an A2B2 heterotetramer and is encoded by the gyrA and gyrB genes. Recently, gene sequences with homology to a DNA gyrase were discovered in Arabidopsis thaliana, a flowering plant.   Using the A. thaliana gene sequences as the query, four putative homologues of DNA gyrase genes were identified in a Zea mays expressed sequence tag (EST) database.  (Genbank accession numbers: DR829870, CA829137, BU197759, and CD568979).  The latter three exhibit homology to the gryB gene from A. thaliana, while the former is homologous to the gryA gene.  Data for clone CD568979, which is 2,115 base pairs in length, will be presented.
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