
Mississippi College School of Nursing
NUR 344 – Clinical Practice I

Course:  NUR 344, Clinical Practice I
Credit:  4 semester hours (180 contact hours)
Placement in curriculum:  Semester 1
Prerequisite:  Co- or prerequisite of NUR345 and NUR 353
Faculty: Teresa Jarnigan, DNS, RN, BC – Coordinator

Carlotte Wood, Ph.D., RN
Landa Strum, Ed.D., RN
Lindy Sills, MSN, RN

Catalog Description:  Focuses on the utilization of the nursing process in promoting an 
optimal level of health for individuals and families.
Course Description:  In this course the student develops fundamental skills necessary for 
the practice of professional nursing.  The clinical experiences will focus on the 
application of concepts, processes, and skills with individuals and families experiencing 
minimal and/or common alterations in human functioning in structured health care 
settings.  Emphasis is placed on use of the nursing process with clients across the 
lifespan.
Course Objectives:
At the completion of the course, the student will be expected to:
1. Provide care based on current knowledge, theory, and research.
2. Assume accountability and responsibility for practice.
3. Communicate effectively with other health care professionals.
4. Utilize principles of therapeutic communication with individuals.
5. Practice critical thinking by integrating knowledge from humanities, natural, 

behavioral, and computer sciences into nursing practice.
6. Utilize the nursing process within a structured setting with individual clients from 

diverse populations experiencing common, well defined, recurring alterations in 
health.

7. Perform health assessments on individual clients.
8. Utilize pharmacology and non-pharmacological therapies with individual clients.
9. Perform basic nursing skills competently with individual clients in structured 

settings.
10. Demonstrate Christian caring in provision of nursing care.
Course Outline:
I. Professionalism
II. Christian Caring: Self Care Project
III. Assessing Vital Signs
IV. Nursing Process

A. Application of Nursing Process
B. 1. Diagnostic Math Test

2. Medication Calculation
3. Medication Calculation Pediatric & Adult

C. Medication Administration
1. Concepts, sublingual, oral, gastric, vaginal, and rectal
2. Intradermal, subcutaneous, intramuscular, otic, ophthalmic, nasal, 



and topical
V. Communication Process

A. Documentation
B. Process Recording

VI. Categories of Human Functioning
A. Protective Functioning

1. Standard Precautions and Asepis
2. Restraint
3. Sterile Dressing Change

B. Comfort/Rest: Hygiene and Application of Hot and Cold
C. Activity/Mobility
D. Nutritional Feeding
E. Elimination

1. Bowel
2. Urinary

F. Growth and Development
1. Family Assessment
2. Older Adult

G. Categories of Human Functioning – Sensory/Perceptual Functions
H. Psychosocial/Cultural

1. Cultural Diversity
2. Loss

VII. Clinical
A. Introduction

Information
Clinical performance evaluation
Evaluation tool: 9 critical behaviors
Examples of critical behaviors
Faculty clinical evaluation tool

B. Fundamentals clinical
Fundamentals clinical rotation
1. Fundamentals week 1

Worksheet week
Nursing Care Plan
Health Assessment
Health history grade sheet
Health history form
Review of Systems grade sheet
Review of Systems form
Physical Exam grade sheet
Physical Exam grade form

Interpersonal Process Recording Criteria/Grade sheet
IPR form
2. Fundamentals week 2

Worksheet
Nursing Care Plan

3. Fundamentals post conference topics
4. Self-evaluation tool: Fundamentals



5. Alternate clinical plan
C. Maternal child clinical

Overview
UMC Name tags
1. Newborn nursery

Newborn clinical worksheet
Newborn assessment
Nursing Care Plan

2. Daycare
Daycare clinical worksheet
Self-evaluation tool: Nursery/Daycare

3. Pediatric
Pediatric clinical worksheet
Nursing Care Plan
Pediatric assessment
Self-evaluation tool: Pediatrics

4. Antepartal
Clinical guidelines
Antepartal clinic
Nursing Care Plan
Self-evaluation tool:  Antepartal

5. Alternate clinical plan
D. Adult

Adult Rotation
1. Adult clinical worksheet week 1

Health Assessment
Health history
Review of Systems
Physical Exam

Medication Worksheet
Nursing Care Plan

2. Adult clinical worksheet week 2
Health Assessment

Health history 
Review of Systems
Physical Exam
Medication Worksheet

3. Adult clinical worksheet week 3
Health Assessment

Health history
Review of Systems
Physical Exam

Medication Worksheet
Nursing Care Plan

4. Adult graded week criteria/grade sheet
5. Post conference topics

Adult Focused assessment for Altered growth & development
6. Self-evaluation:    Adult



E. Skills: Lab performance
Skills overview
1. Administering oral medications
2. Inserting an indwelling catheter
3. Correct landmarks & angles for injections
4. Sterile dressing change

Teaching strategies:
Lecture/discussion, Lab practice, Videos, DVDs, Computer programs
Evaluation Methods:
Process Recording, Nursing Care Plan, Health Assessment, Skills check-off, Math Test, 
Clinical Experiences, Self Care Project, Tests
NUR 344: NURSING 1:
Required:  NUR 345 Textbooks and 

Curren, A., & Munday, L.  (2005 or Current Edition).  Math for Meds 
(9th ed.)  San Diego:  W.I. Publications
Corbett, J. (2004 or Current Edition)  Laboratory Tests and Diagnostic 
Procedures with Nursing Diagnoses (6th ed.)  Sanford, CT:  Appleton & 
Lange

Venes, D. (Ed.) (2005) Taber’s Medical Dictionary (20 ed.).  Philadelphia:  F.A. 
Davis.  ISBN 0-8036-0655-9

Deglin, J.H. & Villerand, A.H. (2007 ed.) Davis Drug Guide for Nurses (10th ed.) 
Philadelphia:  F.A. Davis (ISBN 0-8036-0938-8 pbk)

POLICIES
1. All policies listed in the Student Handbook are followed in NUR 344.  It is the 

student’s responsibility to be familiar with the Handbook.  Review Policy 2.04 
Progression & Dismissal.

2. Students are expected to notify the faculty prior to all absences whenever 
possible.  Un-excused absences will result in a “0” for any exam or quiz that was 
administered or due that day.
When an excused/notified absence occurs, the faculty will determine the 
consequences of the absence based on the type of classroom or clinical activity 
that was missed.
Students are held accountable for the content covered during an absence.

3. When an exam is missed the students has 24 hours to arrange with the course 
coordinator for an alternate testing time.  If the student does not arrange an 
alternate testing time within 24 hours the exam will be given a grade of zero.

4. Papers are considered late if not submitted by the specified due date and time. 
Any difficulty in meeting a due date should be discussed with the instructor prior 
to the due date.
Late penalties will be calculated at 5 points per day, with the exception of 
Saturday and Sunday counting as one day.

5. Papers must follow the acceptable style (grammar, spelling), or the paper may be 
returned to be corrected before grading occurs.  No late penalty will be imposed 
unless the revised deadline for the paper is missed.  All written work, once turned 
in to faculty, becomes property of the School of Nursing.

6. Students are expected to initiate conferences with faculty as needed.  Faculty 
schedules will be posted on the office doors.



7. Attending in class, lab, and clinical is expected.  Any absences just be approved 
by faculty prior to missing class.

Math Test Policy
A clinical math test is offered before clinical times begin.  The grade obtained on the first 
math test is used as a daily grade for NUR 344.  Passing grade for the clinical math test is 
90% or above.  The student who does not receive a grade of 90% or greater after the third 
attempt will be required to withdraw from NUR 344, and this will count as a course 
failure for NUR 344.
Academic Honesty
Mississippi College students are expected to be scrupulously honest.  Dishonesty, such as 
cheating or plagiarism, or furnishing false information, including forgery, alteration or 
misuse of University documents, records or identification, will be regarded as a serious 
offense subject to severe penalty, including, but not limited to, loss of credit and possible 
dismissal.  See the 2006-2007 Mississippi College Student Handbook or University 
policy 2.19 for specific information regarding penalties associated with dishonest 
behavior at Mississippi College.  Copies of the Student Handbook are available in the 
Office of Student Affairs, Nelson 212.  Copies of university policies are available on 
Mississippi College web site.  (Source:  Mississippi College Undergraduate Catalog)
PLAGIARISM
The School of Nursing adheres to the Mississippi College policy concerning plagiarism 
which appears in the Mississippi College General Bulletin and the Mississippi college
Student Handbook.  It is as stated here:

No student shall submit as his own work any term paper, research paper, thesis or 
other academic assignment of original work that in any substantial part is not in 
fact his own work.  (This is not intended to prohibit clerical or stenographic 
assistance such as typing of the manuscripts, nor is it to hinder the normal use of 
reference or other material, provided that the source is acknowledged and 
documented.)  Violation of this regulation shall result in a grade “0” on the paper 
or project; repeated violation shall be cause for severe disciplinary action: aiding 
or abetting plagiarism of the sort described above shall also be cause for 
disciplinary action.  In the absence of clear evidence of a violation, but  when 
there are grounds for reasonable doubt that any item of work is the student’s own, 
the work (paper, thesis, etc.) shall be rejected and the student shall be given 
another opportunity to do the work with proper safeguards for the assurance of 
honest.  Failure to adhere to this policy may result in dismissal.

Failure to adhere to this policy may result in dismissal.

Disabilities Act of 1990
In accordance with Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, Mississippi College 
does not discriminate on the basis of handicap in admission or access to, or treatment or
employment in, its programs and activities.  If students need special accommodations due 
to learning, physical, psychological, or other disabilities, they should direct their inquiries
to Director of the Counseling and Testing Center, Mississippi College, Lowery, Room 
101, Telephone: 601.925.3353.  For more information including student appeals, see the 
Mississippi College Student Handbook, Students with Disabilities section.  (Source:
Mississippi College Undergraduate Catalog.)



Math test #1 __________ Math test #2 ___________ Math test #3 ___________

GRADE SHEET FALL 2006

Test #1 _______X 20% = _______
Test #2 _______X 20% = _______
Test #13 _______X 20% = _______
Family Assessment _______X 3%  =  _______
Fundamentals:

IPR _______X  3% =  _______
Health Assessment _______X   7% =  _______

Adult Clinical:  Nursing Care Plan _______X 10% = _______
Maternal Child:

Pediatric assessment _______X  5% =  _______
Newborn assessment _______X  5% =  _______
Antepartal _______X  5% =  _______

Self Care Project _______X  2% =  _______
Skills Check-offs Satisfactory Unsatisfactory
______________________________________________________________________

FINAL GRADE    _________


