Mississippi College

Music Department

Song Literature II
Music 451 (2 credit hours)

Spring 2014
Instructor:  Dr. Viola Dacus

Office:  207 Aven Hall

Telephone:  (601) 925-3441

e-mail:  vdacus@mc.edu
Class Time and Location:  TT 12:00-1:15, 406 Aven Hall
Catalog description:

(Prerequisites:  A grade of C or better in MUS 202, 206, and 256) A survey of solo repertoire from American, British, Italian, Scandinavian, Spanish, and Russian composers, this course emphasizes style and interpretation.  Instructor presents material through lecture, guided listening experiences, and score examination.  Students intersperse representative literature through performance and oral reports.
Objectives:


1.  To familiarize the student with a body of standard vocal repertoire by significant composers of the above mentioned nationalities.

2.  To build an aural recognition of this repertoire through the use of recordings and live performances.


3.  To learn specific information about significant composers including:



a. name



b. nationality



c. historical/musical period in which he/she lived



d. names and dates of important compositions



e. stylistic characteristics



f. names of poets whose works were prominently set by a composer


4.  To sensitize the student to the unique relationship of word and music in song

Required text:


Kimball, Carol.  Song: A Guide to Art Song Style and Literature, revised edition. Milwaukee, Wisconsin: Hal Leonard Corporation, 2006.


The text is available in the college bookstore.

Grading scale:
94  -  100 = A

93  -    85 = B

84  -    75 = C

74  -    70 = D

69 and below = F

Grading policy:


1.  The class participation portion of the grade (5%) will be based on attendance, preparation as evident in class discussions and song preparation as assigned. Regular attendance and advance preparation of reading, listening, and song preparation are expected and required for a grade of A.  

2.  There will be six exams during the course of the semester.  Each exam will account for 10% (total of 60% of the final grade.)  These exams will cover the following material:


I. Elements of style and Italian Song



II. British Song



III. Russian Song



IV. Northern and Eastern European Song



V. American Song



VI. Spanish and South American Song


3.  Listening exams (average will count as 20% of the final grade) will be given simultaneously with and cover the same material as the written exams listed in #2 above.  Students will receive a separate grade for the listening portion of the exam.  Study playlists will be accessible on the Naxos Music Library database through the MC library.

4.  A final exam (15% of the final grade) will be given on the date indicated on the semester schedule.  The content of the exam will be cumulative, covering all material studied prior to its administration.  The final exam will include both written and listening sections. 
Attendance:


Students are expected to attend class.  Please see the Student Handbook for specific information regarding excused absences, excessive absences, and penalties.  If you know in advance that you must miss class, please notify me.

Academic honesty:

“Mississippi College students are expected to be scrupulously honest.” (See the college handbook regarding honesty, or the Mississippi College website for University Policy 2.19 for more specific information.)

Make-up policy:


Exams are expected to be taken on the date indicated on the class schedule unless there are extenuating circumstances (see the instructor immediately if you think you have such a situation.)  Failure to notify the instructor in advance of missing an exam will result in a grade of 0 for the missed exam.  It is each student’s responsibility to contact the instructor directly by e-mail, voice mail, or a note (all contact information is listed above.)  Do not rely on fellow classmates to relay information as to your whereabouts. The only exception would be if a student is physically unable to do so him/herself.
Student Assistance 

A.  Early Alert System
Mississippi College has adopted the practice of finding students early in the semester who may be exhibiting behaviors that could ultimately have a negative impact on their academic progress.  These behaviors are often called “red flag” behaviors and include, but are not limited to, excessive absences, poor test grades, and lack of class participation or evidence of non-engagement.  Identifying these behaviors early gives the instructor the opportunity to raise the “red flag” on behalf of a particular student so that the student can take the appropriate action to redirect his/her progress.  The system alerts the student, the student’s advisor, and the Office of Student Success.

These messages are intended to help a student recognize an area of concern and to encourage him/her to make some choices to improve the situation.  When a student receives an Early Alert message, the student should quickly make an appointment to talk with his/her professor about the situation.  Also, students can make full use of the Office of Student Success to set academic goals and connect to campus resources.


B.  Students with Disabilities  
In order for a student to receive disability accommodations under Section 504 of the Americans with Disabilities Act, he or she must schedule an individual meeting with the Director of Student Counseling Services immediately upon recognition of their disability (if their disability is known they must come in before the semester begins or make an appointment immediately upon receipt of their syllabi for the new semester). The student must bring with them written documentation from a medical physician and/or licensed clinician that verifies their disability. If the student has received prior accommodations, they must bring written documentation of those accommodations (example Individualized Education Plan from the school system).  Documentation must be current (within 3 years).

The student must meet with SCS face-to face and also attend two (2) additional follow up meetings (one mid semester before or after midterm examinations and the last one at the end of the semester). Please note that the student may also schedule additional meetings as needed for support through SCS as they work with their professor throughout the semester. Note:  Students must come in each semester to complete their Individualized Accommodation Plan (example: MC student completes fall semester IAP plan and even if student is a continuing student for the spring semester they must come in again to complete their spring semester IAP plan).

 

Student Counseling Services is located on the 4th floor of Alumni Hall) or they may be contacted via email at mbryant@mc.edu . You may also reach them by phone at 601-925-7790.  Dr. Morgan Bryant is director of MC Student Counseling Services.
