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COURSE DESCRIPTION and PREREQUISITES
--“ a study of critical theory and advanced research techniques in English language and literature; a research project and oral presentation is required.”(Mississippi College Undergraduate Catalog)
--Senior Standing; English major or minor
COURSE RATIONALE AND TEACHING METHODS

Key words:

     Senior: one of the last courses you’ll take in your undergraduate career as an English major or  minor; therefore, I expect your level of research, of oral and written arguments, and of            participation in all other aspects of this course to meet my high expectations.

     Seminar: a course where much of the material will be prepared and presented by you and your fellow seminarians. 
      This course is designed to anticipate a graduate seminar as well as present areas with which all English majors should be familiar. Literary theory and criticism will be the primary emphasis, supplemented by discussions of scholarship in the field and the state of the discipline of English today.  This course is modeled as a graduate seminar in which you will be expected to contribute to class discussions and be prepared for each class meeting.

     This section of Senior Seminar 470 includes an information literacy emphasis as part of 

U Research, Mississippi College’s Quality Enhancement Program.

     We will focus this semester on two figures of the “lost generation” of the last century: F. Scott Fitzgerald and Ernest Hemingway.  These two authors, both beginning their writing careers during the 1920's, shared an “expatriate” existence, and an uneven and volatile friendship, but their “stories” and views of the post-World War I “Roaring Twenties,” are expressed in radically different ways.  I believe you will find a plethora of material from these novels with which to work.

REQUIRED TEXTS
Bressler, Literary Criticism – ISBN9780205212149
Fitzgerald, The Great Gatsby - ISBN9780743273565                 

Hemingway,  A Moveable Feast - ISBN9781439182710
                      A Farewell to Arms - ISBN9780684801469  

COURSE OBJECTIVES
Students shall:

     - Understand literary theory and critical approaches to literature.

     - Apply Literary theory and critical approaches to literary texts.

     - Write a Researched Critical Paper, in MLA format, that relies on secondary and primary
        texts to demonstrate both understanding and application of research strategies, literary
        theory, and critical approaches to theory.
Through the research for and the writing of  the Research Critical Paper, students will accomplish the objectives for Mississippi College’s information literacy initiative, U Research. The objectives are outlined below:
Plan focused research

                            --Identify and develop a topic into a manageable focus

                            --Identify a variety of types and formats of potential sources for information

Conduct intentional research

           --Construct and implement effectively designed research strategies using 

                 appropriate methods or information retrieval systems

           --Retrieve information using a variety of methods and systematically manage 

                 the information and its sources

Understand and evaluate information
           --Evaluate information and its sources using appropriate criteria

           --Identify main ideas and their potential relevance, summarizing and  

                 synthesizing key ideas

Use and present information

                             --Apply new and prior information to the planning and creation of a product or 
                                   performance
                             --Communicate the product or performance effectively and clearly to others

       Research, compose, and cite ethically
                 --Acknowledge sources and use information following the conventions of a

                       particular discipline 

                 --Demonstrate an understanding of university policies regarding plagiarism,
                       academic integrity, and use of campus networks and information resources

COURSE REQUIREMENTS AND GRADING SCALE
(Additional handouts will given for each of the following assignments.  A brief summary of each assignment is attached to this syllabus.):
- Oral Presentation: Critical Theory

- Oral Presentation: Critical Theory Application to Novel

- Critical Response Papers (2)

- Preliminary/General Bibliography

- Annotated Bibliography: Specific Topic

- Critical Context Report/Research Proposal

- Researched Critical Paper

- Research Presentation

- Participation and Preparation
Paper Format: All papers written for this class must be prepared in MLA format (Seventh Edition).  You may find help online or purchase an MLA Handbook for Writers of Research Papers.
Grades for this class are based on a 10 point grading scale: 90-100 A; 80-90 B; etc.
ATTENDANCE
The English Department adheres to Mississippi College’s attendance policy as outlined in the current Undergraduate Catalog: Class attendance is an essential part of university education, and students are expected to attend regularly and punctually all classes and laboratories for which they are registered. Cumulative absences may result in a lowered grade or loss of credit for the course. Tardiness is also subject to penalty, as is any failure to complete required class work on time.

Although some specific requirements may vary according to the nature and structure of the course, the following guidelines summarize university policy:

      l. Class attendance is required, and accurate records are kept.
      2. Students must not accumulate excessive absences. A student receives a grade of F in a 
          course immediately upon accumulating the following number of absences, whether     

          excused or unexcused: 13 in semester classes meeting 3 times per week.

For lesser numbers of absences, the student should expect a lowered grade in the course, with the maximum penalty of one letter grade for each week of unexcused absences (in a semester) or the equivalent.  Absence Appeal: If a student misses more than the number of class periods speciﬁed in university policy and believes the there are reasonable explanations for the absences, he/she may appeal the absences to the dean of the school in which the course is being taught. Students may obtain a Student Absence Appeal Form from the office of the appropriate dean.

ACADEMIC INTEGRITY
Academic Integrity: The English Department adheres to Mississippi College’s academic integrity policy as outlined in the current Undergraduate Catalog:  Mississippi College students are expected to be scrupulously honest. Dishonesty, such as cheating or plagiarism, or furnishing false information, including forgery, alteration or misuse of University documents, records or identification, will be regarded as a serious offense subject to severe penalty, including, but not limited to, loss of credit and possible dismissal. See the current Mississippi College Student Handbook or University Policy 2.19 for speciﬁc information regarding penalties associated with dishonest behavior.

ADDITIONAL POLICIES AND INFORMATION
Late Papers Policy: Assignments that are due in class (such as reading responses, in-class writing, reviews, drafts, journals, and homework) will not be accepted after the class’s regular meeting time unless a student has written documentation of an excused absence or has notiﬁed the teacher beforehand.

The English Department has established the following policy for late work submitted in core English courses:

Grades for papers as assigned on syllabus will be reduced according to the following schedule:
· after time due and up to 24 hours late:  one letter grade;

· after 24 hours and up to 48 hours late: two letter grades;

· after 48 hours and up to 72 hours late: three letter grades;

· after 72 hours, any paper turned in  will be given an “F.”

Failure to turn in an assignment will result in a grade of zero on that assignment.

Major papers as assigned on syllabus will not be accepted late except in cases of hospitalization of student or death of immediate family member of student; other cases may be appealed to dept. committee to be composed of  3 professors other than ones student is taking classes from that semester.  An appeals form available from the department chair must be filled out before hearing can be scheduled.
EARLY ALERT SYSTEM:

Mississippi College has adopted the practice of finding students early in the semester who may be exhibiting behaviors that could ultimately have a negative impact on their academic progress.  These behaviors are often called “red flag” behaviors and include, but are not limited to, excessive absences, poor test grades, and lack of class participation or evidence of non-engagement.  Identifying these behaviors early gives the instructor the opportunity to raise the “red flag” on behalf of a particular student so that the student can take the appropriate action to redirect his/her progress.  The system alerts the student, the student’s advisor, and the Office of Student Success.

These messages are intended to help a student recognize an area of concern and to encourage him/her to make some choices to improve the situation.  When a student receives an Early Alert message, the student should quickly make an appointment to talk with his/her professor about the situation.  Also, students can make full use of the Office of Student Success to set academic goals and connect to campus resources.

STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES:
In order for a student to receive disability accommodations under Section 504 of the Americans with Disabilities Act, he or she must schedule an individual meeting with the Director of Student Counseling Services immediately upon recognition of their disability (if their disability is known they must come in before the semester begins or make an appointment immediately upon receipt of their syllabi for the new semester). The student must bring with them written documentation from a medical physician and/or licensed clinician that verifies their disability. If the student has received prior accommodations, they must bring written documentation of those accommodations (example Individualized Education Plan from the school system).  Documentation must be current (within 3 years).

The student must meet with SCS face-to face and also attend two (2) additional follow up meetings (one mid semester before or after midterm examinations and the last one at the end of the semester). Please note that the student may also schedule additional meetings as needed for support through SCS as they work with their professor throughout the semester. Note:  Students must come in each semester to complete their Individualized Accommodation Plan (example: MC student completes fall semester IAP plan and even if student is a continuing student for the spring semester they must come in again to complete their spring semester IAP plan).

 

Student Counseling Services is located on the 4th floor of Alumni Hall) or they may be contacted via email at mbryant@mc.edu . You may also reach them by phone at 601-925-7790.  Dr. Morgan Bryant is director of MC Student Counseling Services.
Office Hours
My office hours are posted on my office door ( Jennings315), on Moodle, and on my MC webpage.  If you cannot meet with me during office hours, please call or e-mail me to schedule an appointment.
ENG 470/ Spring 2014                      
Tentative Weekly Schedule

January
15  Intro to Class

      Film “The Lost Generation”

 22  Researched Theory Presentations:  New Criticism; Reader Response  

29  Researched Theory Presentations: New Historicism; Marxism

February

29  Researched Presentations:  Gender; Psychological; Deconstruction

  5   A Moveable Feast:  Theory Application Presentations  
12   The Great Gatsby:  Theory Application Presentations

19   A Farewell to Arms: Theory Application Presentations

26   Begin work on major project; library lecture

March
  5   Bibliography Due/Narrowing topic for Annotated Bibliography/ Workshop: Annotated 

       Bibliography

12   SPRING BREAK
19   Conferences: Annotated Bibliography Review

26   Annotated Bibliography Due
April

  2   Critical Context/Researched Critical Paper Proposal Due
  9   Researched Critical Paper
16   No Class
23  Researched Critical Paper Due
30  Senior Seminar Portfolio Due (hard copy and electronic copy)

      Class Presentations:  Researched Critical Paper
