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History 211: United States History to 1877
Fall 2013
Monday, Wednesday, Friday (11:00-11:50 am)
Jennings Annex 108




Learning Outcome: Students completing this course will demonstrate a general knowledge of U.S. history to 1877.

Course Description: The European background, colonial developments, establishment of the Nation, the Federalist and Jeffersonian periods, the westward movement, sectionalism, and the Civil War and Reconstruction. 

Course Objectives: This class serves as an introduction to the history of the U.S. to 1877.  Through lecture, discussions, readings, and multimedia, this course will explore themes in U.S. history.  This course will strengthen your critical thinking, reading, and writing skills, and provide a foundation for understanding the U.S. today.  You will demonstrate the ability to develop and focus on one topic in writing assignments and present ideas in an organized, logical, and coherent form.  You will also demonstrate the ability to use standard English grammar, punctuation, and spelling.


Required Texts:

Foner, Eric. Give Me Liberty!: An American History., Third Seagull Edition Complete. New York, Norton, 2011.
Young, Alfred F. The Shoemaker and the Tea Party: Memory and the American Revolution.  Boston: Beacon Press, 2000. 


Required Texts available online:  

“Bacon's Declaration in the Name of the People”
http://odur.let.rug.nl/~usa/D/1651-1700/bacon_rebel/bacon.htm

“The Declaration and Remonstrance of Sir William Berkeley his most sacred Majesties Governor and Captain Generall of Virginia”
http://odur.let.rug.nl/~usa/D/1651-1700/bacon_rebel/berke.htm


Course Requirements

There will be two exams in this class.  There will be two papers. There will be quizzes.

Grades will be determined on the following basis:

	Exam 1
	250 points

	Exam 2
	250 points

	Paper 1 
	200 points

	Paper 2
	200 points

	Quizzes
	100 points (25 points each)



Scoring:

Final Grades will be determined based upon the following scale: 

	A
	=
	900–1000 points

	B
	=
	800–899 points

	C
	=
	700–799 points

	D
	=
	600–699 points

	F
	=
	Below 600 points




Attendance and Participation

Class attendance and participation are crucial elements of the learning experience. Attendance is your responsibility. Please come to class prepared and ready to discuss the readings assigned for the day. For every week worth of classes you miss, your final grade will be lowered by one letter grade!

You are required to visit me at least once during my office hours!




Exams

There will be two exams in this class, each counting for 25% of your grade.  
Exams for this class will not be cumulative, although they will reflect persistent themes, ideas, and terminology that run throughout U.S. history.


Quizzes

There will be four quizzes in this class, each worth 25 points.  Quizzes will be based on material covered in class since the last quiz.  Makeup quizzes will not be given without a university-approved excuse.  

Writing Assignments

Students will complete two papers.  You will receive a handout for the assignments detailing paper guidelines and specific questions your paper should cover. (Handout is already available on MCMoodle).
You are required to follow the guidelines outlined in the handout.
Each paper will count for 20% of your final grade. I will not accept any papers outside of class; it is your responsibility to get them into my greedy hands on time and in class. Do not turn in papers to my mailbox or slide them under my door; they will not be accepted.  Only hard copy papers will be accepted; do not email me your papers! The paper must be submitted by class time in order for the paper to be counted on time. 

Whenever you use someone else’s ideas in your paper, (this includes quotations or paraphrasing) you MUST cite the source.  If you do not cite your sources, this is plagiarism, and will result in the appropriate penalty.  Do not let this happen to you.  If you have any doubt about the need for a citation, USE ONE.  If you do not understand, please see me.

Students will submit their paper to turnitin.com through MCMoodle. Be sure you understand how the submission process works; if you do not, come and see me. Students will also submit a printed version of their paper to the professor on the day that it is due. If no paper copy is submitted, late penalties apply, even if a copy has been submitted to turnitin.com!

The late paper penalty is 10% per class period.  






Academic Dishonesty

The university’s policies concerning academic integrity will be enforced in this course According to the Student Handbook, students who cheat on their examinations or papers will receive a grade of 0 if a grade is involved, and the matter will be reported to the department chair who transmits the report to the dean of the school, the Vice President for Academic Affairs, and the Academic Honors Board. Additional penalties may be imposed by the Academic Honors Board. If you have questions about plagiarism, please see me during my office hours. 


Unexcused/ Late Work or Absences from Exams:

The only valid excuses for missing an exam or failing to turn in an assignment on time are illnesses requiring medical care, required university activities, religious holidays, or a personal emergency of a serious nature.  To be excused without penalty, documentation is required. In situations involving foreseeable circumstances, the student will be expected to complete the assignment or exam prior to the exam or assignment due date.  Failure to notify the instructor in advance in a situation involving foreseeable circumstances will mean a grade of zero for the assignment or exam.  Additionally, make-ups or late submissions are only permitted in a situation involving unforeseen circumstances.  


Students with Disabilities Accommodation Statement:

In order for a student to receive disability accommodations under Section 504 of the Americans with Disabilities Act, he or she must schedule an individual meeting with the Director of Student Counseling Services immediately upon recognition of their disability (if their disability is known they must come in before the semester begins or make an appointment immediately upon receipt of their syllabi for the new semester). The student must bring written documentation from a medical physician and/or licensed clinician that verifies their disability. If the student has received prior accommodations, they must bring written documentation of those accommodations (example Individualized Education Plan from the school system). Documentation must be current (within 3 years). The student must meet with SCS face-to face and also attend two additional follow up meetings (one mid semester before or after midterm examinations and the last one at the end of the semester). Please note that the student may also schedule additional meetings as needed for support through SCS as they work with their professor throughout the semester. Note: Students must come in each semester to complete their Individualized Accommodation Plan (example: MC student completes fall semester IAP plan and even if student is a continuing student for the spring semester they must come in again to complete their spring semester IAP plan).  Student Counseling Services is located in Alumni Hall Room #4 or they may be contacted via email at christia@mc.edu or rward@mc.edu. You may also reach them by phone at 601-925-7790.
Cell Phones

Please turn off all cell phones before coming to class.  They disrupt me and your fellow students. 


	Paper 1
	October 04

	Paper 2
	October 30

	Exam 1
	October 25

	Exam 2
	December 18

	Quiz 1
	[bookmark: _GoBack]September 16

	Quiz 2
	October 09

	Quiz 3
	November 06

	Quiz 4
	December 04




Lecture Topics and Assignments

Reading assignment page numbers are taken from the Foner text. They are to be completed before coming to class. Other assignments are due on the date listed.  Note: Outline of lecture topics is subject to change. 


	Date
	Lecture Topic 
	Assignments

	Aug 28
	Class Introduction, Syllabus
	

	Aug 30
	Discovery
	p. 1-42

	Sept 02
	No Class, Labor Day
	

	Sept 04
	Discovery 
Last day to drop classes without financial penalty September 5
	p. 1-42

	Sept 06
	English Colonies

	p. 45-86

	Sept 09
	English Colonies
	p. 45-86

	Sept 11
	Culture and Empire
	p. 88-129

	Sept 13
	Culture and Empire
	p. 129-151

	Sept 16
	Culture and Empires 
Quiz 1
	p. 151-161

	Sept 18
	Empire and Problems
	p. 161-174

	Sept 20
	Empire and Problems
	p. 161-174

	Sept 23
	Empire and Problems
	p. 161-174

	Sept 25
	The American Revolution 
	P. 176-210

	Sept 27
	The American Revolution 
	p. 176-210 

	Sept 30
	The American Revolution 
	p. 176-210

	Oct 02
	Governing and a New Constitution  
	p. 211-246

	Oct 04
	Governing and a New Constitution  
Paper 1 Due
	p. 211-246

	Oct 07
	NO CLASS – Fall Break 
	

	Oct 09
	Governing and a New Constitution  
Quiz 2
	p. 247-280

	Oct 11
	A New Republic
	p. 281-316

	Oct 14
	A New Republic
	

	Oct 16
	A New Republic
	p. 281-316

	Oct 18
	Jeffersonian Republicanism
	p. 317-351

	Oct 21
	Jeffersonian Republicanism
	p. 317-351

	Oct 23
	Jeffersonian Republicanism
	p. 317-351

	Oct 25
	Exam 1
	

	Oct 28 
	Jacksonian America
	p. 352-390

	Oct 30
	Jacksonian America 
Paper 2 Due
	p. 352-390

	Nov 01 
	Jacksonian America
	p.352-390

	Nov 04
	The Old South
	p. 391-426

	Nov 06
	The Old South 
 Quiz 3
	p. 391-426

	Nov 08
	The Old South
	p. 391-426

	Nov 11
	Market Revolution and Social Reform 
	p. 427-460

	Nov 13
	Westward Expansion

	p. 427-460

	Nov 15
	Sectionalism
	p. 461-502

	Nov 18
	Sectionalism
	p. 461-502

	Nov 20
	Sectionalism
	p. 461-502

	Nov 22
	The Civil War
	p. 502-545

	Nov 25
	The Civil War
	p. 502-545

	Nov 27
	NO CLASS – Thanksgiving Holiday
	

	Nov 29
	NO CLASS – Thanksgiving Holiday 
	

	Dec 02
	The Civil War
	p. 502-545

	Dec 04
	Reconstruction 
Quiz 4
	p. 546-584

	Dec 06
	Reconstruction 
	p. 546-584

	Dec 09
	Reconstruction 
	p. 546-584

	Dec 11
	Reconstruction
	p. 546-584







The Final Exam will be given on December 18, 12:00 pm to 3:00 pm
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