INS QUICK NOTES: QUESTIONS & ANSWERS

Post Completion Optional Practical Training — F-1 Students

1. Who may qualify for Post Completion Practical Training?
A STUDENT WHO HAS BEEN ENROLLED FULL- TIME FOR AT LEAST ONE FULL ACADEMIC
YEAR, IS ON THE GRADUATION LIST, AND IS CURRENTLY IN F-1 STATUS.

2. What group does not ever qualify for Post Completion Practical Training?
STUDENTS IN ENGLISH LANGUAGE PROGRAMS MAY NOT QUALIFY.

3. Where may | obtain a packet for an application?
THROUGH THE INTERNATIONAL OFFICE.

4. Where and when do | submit my application?

THE APPLICATION MUST BE SUBMITTED TO THE SERVICE CENTER, WHICH WILL ISSUE AND
EAD CARD. YOU FILE WITH INTERNATIONAL OFFICE. THE APPLICATION MAY BE
SUBMITTED- UP TO 90 DAYS- BEFORE GRADUATION OR 60 DAYS AFTER.

5. How much is the application fee?

THE APPLICATION FEE, PAYABLE TO Dept of Homeland Security BY CHECK OR MONEY
ORDER AT THE TIME OF FILING, CHANGES. TO CHECK THE CURRENT FEE, GO TO
WWW.USCIS.gOoV.

6. What is the phone number of the USCIS Service Center? 1-800-375-5283

THIS IS AN AUTOMATED SYSTEM. YOU WILL NEED TO LISTEN AND PRESS THE NUMBER FOR
THE OPTION THAT YOU WANT. TO CHECK FOR CURRENT CHANGES, PLEASE GO TO
WWW.USCIS.gOoV.

7. For how long is the EAD card authorized?
AN EAD CARD MAY BE AUTHORIZED FOR AN F-1 STUDENT FOR 12 MONTHS OF PRACTICAL
TRAINING.

8. How many times do | have Post completion Training?

AN F-1 STUDENT IS ELIGIBLE FOR 12 MONTHS OF PRACTICAL TRAINING AND THE STUDENT
BECOMES ELIGIBLE FOR ANOTHER 12 MONTHS OF PRACTICAL TRAINING WHEN HE/SHE
COMPLETES A HIGHER EDUCATIONAL LEVEL.

9. When may | start working?
ONLY AFTER YOU RECEIVE THE EAD CARD, AND ONLY FROM THE START DATE ESTABLISHED
ON THE EAD CARD. YOU MAY NOT WORK PAST THE END DATE LISTED ON THE EAD.

10. When must | complete my OPT?
YOU MUST COMPLETE ALL OPTIONAL PRACTICAL TRAINING WITHIN 14 MONTHS AFTER


http://www.uscis.gov/
http://www.uscis.gov/

GRADUATION.

11. May | take advanced classes during Post Completion Practical Training for another
degree?

NO, THE PRACTICAL TRAINING AUTOMATICALLY TERMINATES WHEN YOU BEGIN STUDY AT

ANOTHER EDUCATIONAL LEVEL.



