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Wel come t o Mississippl

On behalf of the staff at the Office of Global Education, | would like to welcome all of our
international students to Mississippi College.

Mississippi College takes great pride in 190 years of academic exeelléfe offer over 80
undergraduate programs, a firstass law school, a doctor of education leadership degree, and
a doctor of professional counseling degree. At MC you will receive a solid education from oul
committed, excellent, and caring professarsd staff.

/| 2YyaARSNI GKS hFTFAOS 2F Dft26Ft 9RdzOFGAZ2Y 6
here to serve you. We offer advice on a variety of important academic and life issues,
including course selection, academic advancement, visa reterdimh health insurance
guestions. Please stop by our office as frequently as you wish, and use our website
www.mc.edu/internationalas a resource for securing tp-date information concerning your
study hee and as an aide for answering questions about life as a student at MC.

During your academic pursuits at MC, we want you to both study hard and also get involved i
extracurricular activities on campus. Mississippi is known as the hospitality stata) solly

have plenty of opportunities to explore our culture and heritage and also get to know the
locals. Enjoy your time here! Finally, it is our sincere hope that looking back one day you car
call these years at MC some of the best years of your life.

Once againwelcometo MC!

Mei-Chi C. Piletz
Executive Director
Office of Global Education

MISSISSIPPI

COLLEG

A Christian University



http://www.mc.edu/international

CONTACT US

Mei-Chi C. Piletz

ExecutiveDirector

Principle DesignatedSchoolOfficial (DSO)/Responsibl®ffice (RO)
Telephone: 601.925.7635

Email:mcpiletz@mc.edu

Camryn Glackin
Administrative Assistant
Telephone: 601.925.7705
Email.cglackin@mc.edu

Wen Weng

International StudentAdviser

DesignatedSchoolOfficial (DSO)Alternate ResponsibleOfficer (ARO)
Telephone: 601.925.7703

Email: wwen@mc.edu

Berta Mexidor
AdmissionsSpecialist
Telephone: 601.925.7700
Email: bmexido@mec.edu



mailto:mcpiletz@mc.edu
mailto:cglackin@mc.edu
mailto:price01@mc.edu
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David "Chip'Clary

StudentServicegCoordinator

DesignatedSchoolOfficial (DSO)/AlternateResponsibleOfficer (ARO)
Telephone: 601.925.7719

Email:dcclary@mc.edu

Phala Echols

International ProgramCoordinator

DesignatedSchoolOfficial (DSO)/AlternateResponsibleOfficer (ARO)
Telephone: 601.925.7762

Email:pechols@mc.edu

Brittany Brooks
IEPCoordinator
Telephone: 601.925.3986
Email:blbrooks@mc.ed

FAX
601.925.7704
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FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTI OI

There is a lot of useful information in this handboak covers everything from obtaining your visa to where
to shop and dine iClinton Mississippp . dzi A F & 2 dzZQNB f rakeShe ¥hiedolread dS 2 LI S .
dzy t Saa @2dzNJ Y2ad LINBaaAy3d ljdzSaitAaz2ya NBE | RRNBaas

Q How do | apply for a student<F visa to come to the United States?

A Please visibttps://travel.state.gov/content/visas/en/studyexchange/student.htimfor visa application

information. The procedure is slightly different from one U.S. consulate to another, so you will want to read
the information for the partialar consulate that you plan to visit.

Q When may | arrive?

A Theconsulate or embassy abroad can process your visa tgddays(F1 Studentspefore the start date

of your academic program. You may enter the country as early as 30 days priompi@gnam start date that
is noted in item #5 on yourd0 or item #3 on DG019. Yowvill not be expected to arrive on campus,
however, until the arrival date on you#20 or DS2019.

Q What should | do when | arrive Btississippi College

A\ In accordaoe with immigration regulations, you must provide us with copigour immigration

documents upon arrival. These regulations apply to students from outside the United States, as well as to
students transferring tMississippi Collegeom another U.S. $mol. Questions about class registration,
student ID cardsmedical recordand getting settled on campus will be answered during orientation, which is
mandatory for all new and transfer students.

Q When can | move in tMChousing?; (Only applies to Uthergraduate Students)

A You will not be able to move in tdChousing untitwo days beforelie first day of orientation, which

usually coincides with the start date on yot2Q. Further details on moving in to campus housing can be
found atwww.mc.edu/offices/residencdife.

QL R2yQil KIOS FyesKSNB (2 tAGS 6KSY L | NNAOBSO 2§
A i you plan to live on campus, you can visitw.mc.edu/offices/residencdife. Should you choose to live

off campusthe Office of Global Education maintaiadist of websites that will assist you in finding an
apartment. For a full list, visitww.mc.edu/offices/residence
life/files/3114/2989/3811/MC_Apartment_Complexes2.pdh addition our three student associations
(Chinese, Indiargnd SaudArabian) can assist in helping you get settled i

Q Is there public transportation available @lintor?

A Mississippi Collegeffersa shuttle van service to nearby apartment compleaed hotels


https://travel.state.gov/content/visas/en/study-exchange/student.html
http://www.mc.edu/offices/residence-life
http://www.mc.edu/offices/residence-life
http://www.mc.edu/offices/residence-life/files/3114/2989/3811/MC_Apartment_Complexes2.pdf
http://www.mc.edu/offices/residence-life/files/3114/2989/3811/MC_Apartment_Complexes2.pdf

Q Am | required to have health insurance?

A All international students must purchase health irsuce through Mississippi College which provides

medical, medical evacuation, and repatriation coverage. Any other health insurance (except through a
government sponsored program, must be approved by the Office of Global Education before the insurance
policy is purchased. In addition an insurance waiver form (availablmenmust be completed.

Q What do | do if  want a family member to visit me?

A TheOffice of Global Educatiowill assist you in bringing your spouse and children to the UniteSta

The process includes requesting completion of forfB8 br D019, along with financial documentation. The
process is very similar to when you obtained your visa, since your family will be required to apply @ dhe F
J2 visa from the U.S. embsy in youhome country. If you would like to invite family members to visit for a
AK2NI LISNRAR2R 27T thel\Offie oRGlobal Ed@atidrain asaidNyba in Wak grdcass as well.

Q Do | have to be enrolled tstay in the United States®hat about during the summer?

A us. Citizenship and Immigration Services (USCIS) requires all international studdnssatu§ to

maintain fulltime enroliment status throughout their program of study. Further details of this requirement
canbefoy R Ay GKS &, 2dzNJ A Y Sdctbhaf ihia ranytbobkSUnled® il id yodr first A (0 A S &
semester, you do not have to be enrolled in the summer. Sumn@Zisy A A RSNBER @2dzNJ 2 FFA
from school, so you may remain in the United Stated aot be enrolled.

Q Can | work while in the UniteStates?

A AsanRora student, you are allowed to work 20 hours a week on campus during fall and spring

semesters and full time during the summer. If you want to work off campus, you willtbapply for
permission andm Q& Y I & offcanmipusal@riNg|the first nine months of a program of study.

Q How do | obtain a social security number?

A A social security number will only be issued with verification of an offer of employmentmiation on

how to apply for a social security number will be covered dunieny studentorientation or information is
available at the Office of Global Education

Q Do Ineed topay taxe®

A Every year, international students must file documentatiothviine Internal Revenue Service, even if they
havenot worked in the United State#. you have worked during the calendar year, you must file both Federal
and State taxesThe Office of Global Education will provide resources to help you fulfill these
requirements.
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PREPARI NG TO LEAVE HOME

You have received your acceptance lette¥lississippi Collegend your Certificate of
Eligibility of Nonimmigrant Visa. Now what?

Confirm Information

First, make sure all the information on your certificatgh{er Form 420 or Form D&019) is
correct. If any of the information is inaccurate, it is urgent that you fax a copy of the passport
identification page with an explanation of the errorttee Office of Global Educatiovou will

be sent a corrected céficate before your consular interview.

Fulfill Medical Requirements

All international students are required to have medical immunizations records for Measles,
Mumps and Rubella (MMR) and Tuberculosis (TB) before any student can register for classe:
These must have been administered within the last year.

TB testing before leaving your home country: You must have a tuberculosis (TB) test
performed in your home country prior to your departure to the United Statésu must test
negative forTBand must sbmit a translated copy of this result to the MC Office of Global
Education.Prospective students testing positive for tuberculosis will not be admitted and
should not depart of the United States.

TB testing after arriving in the United States: To ensorapliance with Mississippi State
Department of Health regulations, Mississippi College will also require you to submit proof of
test screening for tuberculosis by chestay and interferon gamma release assays (IGRA)
performed in the United States aftgour arrival and prior to the start of classes. These test
results must be submitted to the MC Office of Global Education before the start of classes.
Costs for allBtesting will be paid by the student.
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As an international student who will be livingtire United States, it is also a good idea to plan
for medical situations (including emergencies) that may arise during your stay in the United
States. To prevent complications, it is in your best interest to obtain copies of your medical
records and prexiptions, to pack an adequate suppliyprescribed medications (in original
packaging) and to translate important medical documents into English, if necessary.

Obtain Visa

It is important to remember that you must obtain a visa that is appropriate ta powpose for
entering the United States, usually aii ler 31 student/scholar visa. In other words, if you are
coming to the United States to atterMississippi Colleggou should not enter the United
States with a tourist visa (B1/B2) or via any othisa waiver program between your country
and the United States.

The first step ibtaining a visa is to make an appointment with the U.S. embassy or consulate
responsible for issuing nonimmigrant visas for your home country, which may and should be
done as soon as you receive yot#t or D&019. Visa applications may be issued up20
days(F1 Studentshefore your program start date. Vigittp://usembassy.govor a list of

consular post websites.

If for ome reason you are unable to schedule an interview with a consular officer until after
the start date for your program (notated in section 5 on tH0 or section 3 on the B&)19),
you should contact the Office @lobal EducationDepending on the cirenstancesMCmay
have to issue you a new2Dor DS2019 or defer your attendance until the following semester.

After scheduling your appointment, you should:

w /2YLX SGS | @GA&l | LI A Ol d4562DE57afdDR58gvhisShy | L.
can ke found at

w | phdt&graphs taken (requirements at

)

w holUlFAy @It AR LI éastkidnbihs Gormdmuiidaté & entylintoxhB |
United States)

w /2YLAES SOARSYOS 2F GASa (2 @2d2NJ) K2YS 02
(i.e., assured employment, ownership of property, etc.)

w tleé G§KS {GdzRSYy (i rmafith SPster® (SEWSH Be andikéep receipt) Thig F
fee must be paid at least three days before your appointment with the embassy. More
information about the SEVIS fee can be found at

w h 0 &0 ok 019 for spouse or dependent(s) who will accompany you to the United
States

12
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During your appointment, you will be asked to provide evidence (receipts, photos, passport,
documentation, etc.) that yo have completed abif the above. In addition, you will need to
provide:

1 Applicable visa fees

| Your 20 or D&019 form

1 Proof of funding

f O9OARSYOS 2F &alL)2dzaSQ&a | YRk2NJ RSLISYRSYy Qs
financial resources to suppatttem

While each embassy or consular post has their own visa application procedures and processi
times, the requirements above are standard. It is a good idea, however, to consult the office
where you will apply for specific details regarding documentatind procedures.

When it comes time for your interview, make sure to arrive at the consular post prepared.
You should:

w 5NBaa LINRPFSaaAzyl

© . NAy3 GNJ-yéfIG R O2LIASa 2F @2dzNJ I OF RSYA
w .S NBIRe G2 I £ 1 | ospidgipnséndlezil) | OF RSYA O LX)
w .S 1y2sft S RiIsBIippi CHlegthe académic department you are entering and
the professors with whom you hope to study

w .S LINBLI NSR G2 Gl adandhowyo ediicati®recdaNbhenéXit Wi Bod 3
in your hane country.

w | @3S Fftf NBIddZANBR R20dzyYSyida gA0GK &2dz |y

[en-Nar

Be prepared to answer these four questions.
1. Who are you?
2. What do you want to do?
3. How are you going to pay for it?
4.2 KI' 0 R2 @2dz AYyiaSyd G2 R2 ¢ KGvy?82dzQa3S O2

Once you have been issued your visa, check to be sure that you have been issued the correc
visa (an AL or M1 if you have an20; a d1 if you have a D3019) and that your visa indicates
your school of choiceéMlississippi Colleglso be surea check that your correct name and

date of birth are recorded as they appear on yciol

Immigration laws limit your arrival into the United States to no more than 30 days prior to the
report date listed on the Forr2D or D&019.

If you are a citien of Canadayou do not need a visa to enter the United States. However, you
still need to present your20 or D019 form and a valid passpdrust be valid at least six

13
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months from your date of entry into the United Stateg)the U.S. Immigration lvder crossing
or port of entry. You must also present proof of payment of the SEVIS fee.

PreDeparture Checklist

Confirm admission to Mississippi College &280 deposit g
Complete all other enroliment requirements @
Decline admission offers from other uaigities and return any official forms $
Check the validity date of your passport

Carefully read and understand yod20 or D&019

Pay SEVIS fee at least three days before your visa appointment

Apply for your student visa at tH8.S. embassy
. dz&  ( N@hétis foribtdnzenough cash (U.S. dollars) to cover your expenseM

a few weeks (must declare with customs if $10,000 or more)
Obtaincopies of medical records and obtain any prescription drugs you need
Make travel arrangements (only after receivirmuy visa)

Make Travel Arrangements

When making aitravel plans, it is recommended that you schedule at least three hours at
your initial port of entry into the United States, before your connecting flight datckson
Mississippi (closest to Clintotg allow sufficienttime to pass through immigration and

customs inspection and to change currency if needed. New security procedures have slowec
this process.

The airport that serviceJackson ithe Jacksorg Medgar Wiley Evers International Airport
(JAN. From theJacksorairport, itis a30 minutedrive to theMississippi Collegeampus.
American Airlined)elta Airlinesand United Airlines are the majoarriersthat service
JacksorEverdnternational Airport.

t & Of2aS I 00S yulki a¢e insettion HKos the@ ahd sedtiaiB®Mthe DS
2019. You are required to atteriississippi Collegey this date.

What to Bring

Basic items of clothing are recommended, as well as a few family photos and personal hygier
belongings. If you @ear glasses or contact lenses, you should bring a copy of your eye
prescription with you. Dress mmodestat Mississippi Colleg&lassrooms and residence halls

are airconditioned. Many students might want to bring a sweater or sweatsvtien in class.

In addition,we ask students to consider bringing national dress, instruments, crafts or other
traditional materials with them for cultural events on campus. Shopping trips to local stores
are available via the shuttle servitepick up items such as beid, towels and other items

you may want to use to decorate your living area.

14



More Things to Bring or Buy

In addition to the basics, you may be interested to know what typical American college
students either bring to college or purchase once they arritre checklistin the appendix
may help you better determine what you need to bring from home as well as yduatvant
to buy when you get here in order to feel comfortable and have fun.

15
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Immigration Responsibilities

All international students and scholars are responsible for knowing the rules and regulations
pertaining to their status. Failure to comply with the rules can result in serious consequences,
including loss of your immigration status in the United Statdses@& are your basic responsibilities as
an international student or scholar:

w alAYyaGlrAy + @GFfAR LI 2aLR2NIG G Fft GAYRede™ LINE
passport 6 months before expiration date.

w ! GSYR (K S208%2612 yoi enierki 2 Brited [States on

w YYy26 GKS SELANI GA2Y RIFEGS 2F @2dzNJ gAal FyR L
w YY2¢ @&2dzNJ LINR INI Y -2DDYDSK® (fdll@vEorrect pioSedieyfor timlgzNJ L
extensions

w /| N@&dse Palkfl2 credits for undergraduates, 9 for graduates. Follow correct procedures for
less than full time course load

w al1S y2NXIf OFRSYAO LINRINBaa

w !-T dnd dCstudents, unless officially sponsored by their home government or agency that

guat Yy SSa a0dzRSyiQa KSIfdK AyadzaNI) yOS O2@SNI 3S
must enroll in the Mississippi College health insurance plan (and your dependents if necessary)

w WSLEZNI G2 GKS hFFAOS 27F DOiwahinld days Bidz@ové, A 2y & A
extension, transfer or program change

w CAtS y2yNBaARSydG GFE F2Nxa SIOK &@SIFNIoé RSI
w holUlAy 2FFAOALFIET 62NJ] LISNX¥YA&ZAA2Y YR | LILINRGI
off-campus employment. Adhere to proptrms of employment. Apply for Curricular Practical
Training, Optional Practical Training in a timely manner

w hoGl Ay G Nibrgd20drdmahe OficdzbiIGBbal Educatibefore leaving the United
States

w b2GAFe GKS h fich K yobareAetving $ci2ool forf anyddrsao I

w hoSe aiduldS FyR FSRSNIft fl ga

w 5SLI NI FNRBY (GKS ! yAGSR {aGlrdSa Ay | GAYStEe Y
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By law, Mississippi College is required to keep the following information on file: your name; date and
place of birth; country ofitizenship; current U.S. address; current academic status, including the start
and end dates of your academic program; type of degree program and field of study; employment
requests/approvals; termination date and reason; registration of number of @quit semester; and
copies of immigration documents and passport. Designated School Officials (DSOs) are required to
report any changes related to international students in SEVIS within 21 days.

Immigration Term$ Know

The Office of Global Educationderstands that immigration regulations can often seem confusing,
complicated and involve unfamiliar terms or concepts. To help you understand the essentials, we
offer you this glossary of immigration terms to guide you through the process. Our officeffss
information that covers important areas such as employment, taxes, etc.

Completion Date

Refers to the date the student completes the requirements for his or her degregpm; i.e., it is
the date the student finishes the last class, turna irequired thesis or dissertation, or otherwise
meets the requirements for the degree. It is not the date of graduation, which may follow the

completion date by weeks if not months.

Department of Homeland Security (DHS)

DHS is responsible for securing &man borders and managing the immigration process. Under DHS,
the newly created United States Citizenship and Immigration Services (USCIS) focuses exclusively c
providing services such as efficiently processing applications for U.S. citizenshipstatimmivork
authorizations and other permits and providing services for new residents and citizens.

School Official (DSO)
An employee or agent of an educational institution who has been authorized by USCIS to verify
information and certify documents fd¥1 students.

DS2019

A certificate of eligibility issued by an authorized Exchange Visitor program. The certificate enables
eligible individuals to obtain allvisa to study, conduct research or teach in the United States.-The J
exchange visitor, wheltraveling and reentering the United States must also carry theZ39. The
DS2019 form functionsasarecordoft) a G (1dzd8 GKNR dzZIK2dzi GKS SEOKI
States. It is an important government document that should be kept éibadls as a part of the
SEOKIyYy3S @gAaritz2NRa LISNXYIFySyld NBEO2NRa®

Duration of Status (D/S)

G5dzN GA2y 2F {GFGdzaé¢ 2N a5k{é¢ Aa (GKS fSy3aiK z
into the United States. D/S allows students to remain in theddinbtates as long as they are pursuing
full-time studies and are otherwise complying with all immigration regulations.

D/S is not, however, for an indefinite period of time. D/S is based on the completion date or3@®ur |
or DS2019, plus a 6@ay graceperiod for F1 students and a 3@ay grace period for1 students.
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Employment Authorization Document

Yy26y a GKS aG9!5 [/ FNRZ¢ AdG Aa | LK2G2 L5 OFN
employment authorization for specific periods of time-1 students need to apply for an EAD card to
have permission to do optional practical training andadmpus employment (based on economic
hardship). }2 dependents may also apply for an EAD card to have any type of employment.

F1 Student

A nonimmigrant o is admitted into the United States to pursue a full course of stuay. FA ( dzR Sy
educational expenses are usually met by personal, family or MC funds.

F2 Dependent

A spouse or child of anFstudent.

F2 spouses and children may not be employedle/m the United States.

F2 spouses may not study full time.

F2 children may study full time only if it is in elementary or secondary school.

Grace Period

F1 students have 60 days to remain in the United States beyond completion of studies to either
prepare for departure or begin any authorized practical training;

J1 students have 30 days.

I-20 (SEVIS20)

A certificate of eligibility issued by an authorized educational institution enabling eligible individuals
to apply for F1 or M1 student stats. The student, while traveling and-eatering the United States,
mustalsocarrytheh n ® ¢ KA & R20dzySyd NBFfSOGa GKS aiddzRS
information and financial resources. The student should keep-2ds a part of hisr her

permanent records.

Lathwe¢! beyY ! yY2YyAYYAIANIYd YI& KIFE@S Y2NB GKIl Yy

[-94 (Arrival/Departure Record)

The Form-B4 arrival/departure record provides nonimmigrants evidence that they have been
lawfullyl RYAGGSR G2 GKS ! yAGSR {GlrdSao L o{ @ / dza i
arrival/ departure information automatically from their electronic travel records (CBP will still issue a
paper form 194 at land border ports of entry). To retvie your 94 admission record, visit the

following CBP websitérttps://i94.cbp.dhs.gov/I194/#/home

J1 Student

A nonimmigrant who has been selected to participate in an exchange visitor progastudents
generally are financially sponsored by an educational institution in the United States or abroad, a U.S
or an international government, or a private agency in support of international educational exchange.
For individuals holdingDstatus, thereh & dza dzI-8 SBENY KW 8202dzy G NBE NBa
YR aKSIt GK Ay dGhblay seQidgnaundér eassiFhsadingd) 2 W

J1 Scholar
A nonimmigrant who has been selected to participate in an exchange visitor program.
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J2 Dependent
A spouse pchild of a <l student or scholar.-2 dependents are eligible to apply for employment
through USCIS.

M-1 Student
A nonimmigrant whose primary intent is to pursue vocational or technical training.

Nonimmigrant

A person who is in the United States tpamarily to pursue a specific activity or purpose (e.g., study,
travel, business). Most nonimmigrants, including all &d J1 students and their dependents, must
have an established residence abroad to which they intend to return.

Passport

A formal pemit to travel abroad from and return to the issuing country. With few exceptions, it is
Aadadzs$SR o0& 2ySQa O2dzyiNB 2F OAGAT SYyakKALd ! ff A
passport(must be valid at least six months from your date afrgmto the United Statesjt all

times. It is your responsibility to extend or replace your passport BEFORE it expires.

PDSO and DSO (#ripalDesignated School Official and Designated School Official)

Located in the Office of Global Education;reshdno f S T2 NJ aAaaAdaaAiALILIA [ 2¢
iImmigration regulations as well as any system alerts generated by SEVIS. Point of contacts for
students/scholars.

Responsible Officer (RO) and Alternate Responsible Officer (ARO)

Responsible Officers aharge of overseeing and hosting thelJExchange Visitor Program and
reporting to the U.S. Department of State; point of contact in the Office of Global Education for
exchange visitors.

Student and Exchange Visitor Information System (SEVIS)

An Internd-based database for electronically tracking and reporting foreign students and exchange
visitors in the United States-2Ds for F1 students and D3019s for <L students/scholars are
generated using SEVIS.

Special Registration

A system that enables ¢hU.S. government to keep track of nonimmigrants that come to the United
States every year. Currently, there are three categories of nonimmigrants who will have to do special
registration:

1) citizens or nationals of Iran, Iraq, Libya, Sudan and Syriaewigistered at the point of entry;

2) nonimmigrants who have been designated by the State Department; and

3) any other nonimmigrant identified by immigration officers at airports, seaports and land ports of
entry will also need to register in accanace with 8 Code of Federal Regulations 264.1(f)(2).

State Department
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The U.S. Department of State oversees diplomatic affairs and foreign relations for the United States.
It is also responsible for issuing visas to foreign nationals who wish to émtésriited States and
regulates the Exchange Visitor Program, which includestddents.

Status

Once nonimmigrants enter the United States, they are classified by USCIS according to the purpose
GKSANI gAaAG® ¢KAAa Of I tadertsTare O kiiher B g INstatus|agdzheiy | &
dependents are in2 or 32 status. USCIS regulates nonimmigrants according to the rules specific to
that status. For example, one of the requirements «f Status isfulli A YS &G dzRe d | LIS|
also determines how long he or she may remain in the United States.

Visa

An official notation placed in the passport granting permission for an individual to enter a particular
O2dzy i NB @ ¢KS @Aal AYRAOFGSA KB&idfbidebdediddS 2 F 2
YdzYOSNI 2F SyYyidNARSa (G2 GKS ' yAGSR {GFradSay 2yS>
does not indicate how long a person may remain in the United States, but only whether a person ma:
enter the United States to pursweparticular type of activity (visit friends, study, work). Qul$p.
consulates and embassies outside of the United States issue visas.
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YOUR ARRI VAL

You may be anxious about the reception you will receive when you reach the Uniésxl 814t
do not worry.

While there may be some procedures or policies you were not expecting, ydeMitle as
long as you take your time, have your documentation ready and in order and ask for help
when you need it.

Immigration Documentation

Do notpack your passport;20/DS2019, financial documents, acceptance letter or other
important papers in your luggage. You should carry these items with you during your trip as
they will be needed when you arrive at your port of entry.

Upon arrival, you wiineed to present your passport, valid visa aiaf) lor D&019.
Remember, your passport must be valid for at least six months after your entry Bate.
prepared to submit proof of finances if asked.

If the officer at the port of entry cannot initiallyerify your information, younay be directed

to an interview area for secondary inspection, where you will have your documents examined
and beasked some questions. Do not be alarmed. This is routine for students/schofars. If
some reason, the immigran officer believes your immigration documentsbe

unsatisfactory, you may receive a forrfB15A. If you do, bring it tthe Office of Global
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Educationas soon as you arrive. Do not mail amnigration documents before consulting
with a member of our sff.

If you are subject to special registration and have a federal identification number (FIN) listed i
your passport near your visa, be sure that you receive information from the port of entry
officer regarding port of departure procedures that will &ppo you.

Getting toMississippi Collegeom the Airport

To get fromthe Jacksomnternational Airport, which is approximateBp minutesaway from
campus, taVlississippi Collegegroucan hire a taxat the airportfor approximately $80.00.

The Officeof Global Educationnderstands how confusing amckhausting it can be to
navigate a new country. We therefore offer a eim@e courtesy pickup service to new
international students arriving dhe JacksotEverdnternational Airport.

If you arrive edy (before the required date of attendance listed on yo@0lor D&019), you
maynot be permitted to move in to your eoampus housing and will have to stay at a local
hotel. This can be very expensive, so it is best to arrive on time. If you have made
arrangements to live off campus, then arriving early should not be a problem as long as your
landlord or apartment complex expects you.

Places to Stay
See Appendifor places to stay neadvlississippi College
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GETTI NG SEMNNLED

Orientation &ad Checkn

The following items will be needed when you chatkvith the Office of Global Education
w -2W/DS2019(Signed)

w t Il aaLk2 NI

w TAal

wl94

The Office of Global Educatidras anorientationat the beginning of each semester with
attendance nandatory for all new incoming studentSo make sure we see you at orientation!

1. English Proficiency Exam

All conditionally admitted international students must take the Institutional English Evaluation
Test upon arrival before they can enroll in academlasses. Students not making acceptable
scores on the Institutional English Evaluafiest will be required to enroll in the Intensive
English Program at the evaluated level to ensure academic success.

An international studer® success in aAmeri@n university is dependent upon the stud&nt
ability to understand classroom lectures,gpeak and be understood in the classroonrgeiad
and comprehend textbooks, tesearch and write required papers, andrtgprove and add to
their vocabulary dayl

2. International StudentPayment

International students are required to pay their student accounts in full at the time of
registration. Fees & tuition may be paddline by using the Flywire servioeby other means
in the business office (Nelson Hall).

3.ID Cards anéuto Decals

Mississippi College Identification Cards¥)3hould be made before or immediately following
orientation. The location for making ID cardstlsimni Hall in the Office of Public Safébu

will also register your car durirtgis time.

4. nternational Insurance
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All international students are required ttavehealthinsurance through Mississippi College.
The Office ofGlobal Education will automatically sign up all international students with
insuranceunless a waiver request grantedoefore other insurance is purchased

5. Immunizations

International students must have tp-date immunizations for Measles, Mumps, & Rubella
(MMR) as well asuberculosis (TB). Studentaustvisitthe Mississippi Department of Health
of for a(IGRA)BBIloodTest.Also, students mayisitthe Jackson Medical Mall or the Clinton
Walgreens for a MMRest.

6. Changeof Major
If you would like to change your academic miamlease contact thddmissions Specialist in
the Office of GlobaEducatian.

7. RegistrationProcess

Your registration process depends on your admission status to Mississippi College.

If you were admitted conditional] you will be required to take the Institutional English
Proficiency exam. If your exam score does not excbedEnglish proficiency threshold, then

you will be registered automatically by the Office of Global Education.

If you were granted general admission or proved English proficiency on the English exam, yol
will be assigned an academic advisor in your fi¢lstady. You will arrange a meeting with this
person to register for your academic classésl may look at classes that aréered each
semester in Bannaieb online.

8. Purchase oBooks

You may purchase your textbooks from the MC Bookst¥pe. will reed to have a printed
copy of your DEAILED SCHEDULE from BANNER WEB and a valid campus ID in order to
purchase books on your student account for the courses you will be takingnay also
purchase books at
www.bkstr.com/webapp/wcs/stores/serviet/StoreCatalogDisplay?storeld=10221&langld=
1&catalogld=10001

Any used books purchased MUSOThave answers written in them.

9. Accelerated Degre®rogram (ADP)
International students at Mississippi College are not allowed to enrgitaelerated Degree
Program classes without written permission from one of the Office of Global Educatfbn sta

10.OnlineandDistance Learnin@ourses

As a generaiule, international students avoid taking online and distance learning courses.
SEVIS guidelines determine the number of online and distance learning courses allowable. If
international student takes online or distance learning courses without permigsion the

24


www.bkstr.com/webapp/wcs/stores/servlet/StoreCatalogDisplay?storeId=10221&langId=-1&catalogId=10001
www.bkstr.com/webapp/wcs/stores/servlet/StoreCatalogDisplay?storeId=10221&langId=-1&catalogId=10001

Office of Global Education, then the student could lose his or her status. Please check with th
Office of Global Education $tdoefore registering for any online courses or distance learning
courses.

11. Email/BannerWeb

As a student, you arexpectedto check your MC email address regularh addition, you
should become familiar with using Bann&eb to register for courses, look at your course
schedule, and review your student accouriike Office of Global Education as well as the
universty administration and faculty uses MC email to communicate with you.

12. Change of Personal Information
Any timeyour personal information changes (phone numbers, address, personal email, etc.)
please notify the Office of Global Education.

13. EmergencyContact Email
Students may use theicoge@mc.edto receive emergency mail correspondence.

Sudent Organizations andlctivities

With more than 50 chartered student organizations, ranging from academic societies to
campus ministries, MC offers ways for everyone to get involvBtease see the Appendix for a
list of Student Organizations and Activities.

The Office of Student Activities keeps a description and a contact person for each club on file
They are located irhe Student Life Center (Back Patio Offices,)BIERRou do not sea club

that interests you, start one! Call the Studdnte Office a601-925-3359for assistance in

getting your organization up and running. More information about activitidgiasisgppi

Collegds available atvww.mc.edu/studentlife/.

Office of Global Educatidtvents andPrograms

Celebration of Culture

Each yeam thefall, the Office of Global Education hosts the Celebrationuttiu€: an event
that promotes the wide array of cultures that are represented here at Mississippi College.
Student leaders don traditional cultural attire andyanize a table to represent their nation,
with traditional food, folk art, celebratory vide@d photos, games, and souvenita.under
two hours,students are able to "travel the world" and learn about the cultural diversity
represented in the student body at MC.
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Each year300 plus attendees grow in their knowledge of different cultures frorarimg
descriptions and seeing artifacts, but they also are able to learn from tasting different foods.
Each table has samples of traditional food items. Everything from Chinese candy to a full Sau
Arabian meals are served to students who want to tastedhthentic food prepared by their
international peers.

Global Café

The Office of Global Education works with Clinton's neighborlvodiée shop Cups Espresso
Cafe to bring you monthly Global CafeGlobal Cafes are designed to be a relaxed time of
fellowship for our domestic and international students. All are welcome to attend and enjoy
free coffee and treats.

International Festival

International students bring unique cultural backgrounds to Mississippi College, but their
artistictalents and sis usually remain hidden. The International Festival gives studieats
chance to share this specific aspect of themselves and their cuititinehe Mississippi
College community.

Although the Office of Global Education hosts various events throughewtear, honoring
international holidays and promoting fellowship among students, the International Festival is
its only performanceoriented event. It is also the largest international event on campus. Many
members of MC, Jackson, and Clinton communétesnd the festival, gaining appreciation

for the abundance of multicultural talent and skill present at Mississippi College.

The International Festival i€l on the university's campus each spri@@ultural

performances will include instrumental, v@¢and dance exhibitions, as well as a runway show
that showcases traditional cultural attire. Afterward, the audience will be invited to a
reception involving international food and drink.

Moon Festival

At every autumnal equinox joyous sounds of cedlon echo across Asian nations around the
world in honor of the MidAutumn Festival, or Moon Festival. The Moon Festival resembles
the American celebration of Thanksgiving. It takes place on the 15th day of the 8th month in
the lunar calendar, when the oon is its brightest and most beautiful in the night sky.

The full moon symbolizegunion as a result, families and friends come together on this
GNFRAOGAZ2Y LT K2t ARFEe (2 Syez2ée 2yS |y2iKSND
eat. Individuad enjoy a wide array of customary dishes, particularly, the moon cake. Typically
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made of flour and egg and filled with fruit, beans, nuts, or sweet paste, moon cakes are rounc
representingthe full moon.

Adopta-Student

Adopt-a-Student is a program wherAmerican families and singles befriend international
students. These American families agree to do something once a month with their matched
international student and attend at least omaltural eventeach semester on campus with

their student. They atsinvite their international student to one American holiday with them.
One international student said: "My host faméye the most amazingly people. They treat me
as their own son. They invited me for lunch. | felt warmth in their hearts for me, and the
satisfaction that | got after being at their place was amazing. They understood my feelings of
being in a new place, and they respected my views and gave me important suggestions abou
how to live in America."

Conversation Partners

Conversation Partneiis a program where international students are matched with other
Mississippi College students whose first language is English. They agree to meet with each
other once a week for an hoto practice speaking and listening. It is meant to be an informal
time for them to get to know each other whilgnversing irEnglish.

One student said, "My conversation partner and | are really enjoying meeting! She's great!"
Another commented, "Thanks for setting me up with a really great partner. We have really
enjoyed ar time together."
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OnCampus Housing(Only available for undergraduate students)

Recent research of college students across the nation shows that students who live on campt
are more satisfied with their college experiencetrehigher grade point averages and are

more likely to graduate than their commuting peers. Residencgihadiramming also
SYKIyOSa educatiandti®xsfiéntedy providing the opportunity to be involved in a
varietyof activities and programs. Stents find that with this involvement they achieve more
professional growth and are stronger candidates when pursuing their career goals.

To that endMississippi Collegastituted an educationally based policy requirgnon-
commuterfull-time undergaduatestudents under the age of 2b reside inMChousing and
participate in the meal plan(For the complete policy, please see
www.mc.edu/tomahawk/residencéife/generatlinformation.)

As a residence life staff, we are committed to creating community within our residence halls.
When you are with us, you are not just temporarily residing in a residence hall, but you are
living in a space we hope will become your home. We strivedate a place for our residents

to flourish as they continue their educational journey. We live with you, serve you, and work
with you as you grow into amazing Christian leaders.

We believe residence life creates a unique opportunity for people fromaakdrounds to

reside together and grow in their understanding of what it means to be a believer in faith and
a citizen of the world. We work to create an inclusive environment that provides opportunities
for all students to reach their full potential an@wklop into Christian leaders of tomorrow.

The Residence Life Mission

To provide a safe, Chribke environment that empowers our students to continually grow
spiritually, personally, and academically. We strive to create a home for all our students wher
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they can connect with each other, the university, and the greater Christian community. We d
this by supporting the core values of the residential experience:

Community
With our staff and residents, we form an inclusive and welcoming community tloatsall
people from all backgrounds and faith groups to live together and function as a whole.

Engagement

We support our students joining the campus community and the greater faith community. We
support the students in their leadership endeavors and striveréate opportunities for

students to lead within the residence hall whenever possible.

Relationship Building
Our staff builds relationships with our residents and creates opportunities for our residents to
create lasting connections with each other anhnother members of the institution.

Development

As we build relationships, we work to intentionally support the development of our students.
285 38S (GKS NB&aAARSY(GAlIf SELSNASYOS Fa |y 2
f ATS¢ ¢ A DiKis prileye, we ate/ahle to aid in the development of our residents
spiritually, personally, and academically.

Mississippi Collegeffers several housing options for students including double and single
occupancy rooms that have central restrooms ahdwers,as well aglouble and single
residence halls with a suigtyle living arrangement that share private restroaraer
apartmentstyle living optiongor upper class studenthe campus provide€ollege Plaza and
The Loft

Mississippi Collegg VS NE  LINRP dzZR 2F A& &addzRSyd K2dzAy3
room or apartment. A variety of services and activities are provided that makes it more like a
community. The campus continues to renovate and upgrade facilities to meet the ever
changimg needs of our student bodyror more information about clgampus housing, start

here www.mc.edu/offices/residencdife.

Off-Campus Housing

If you are not required to live on campus and you choodev&ooff campus, you are
responsible for finding your own housing.

Residence Lifeas compiled a list of websites that will assist you in finding an apartment. For a
full list, visitwww.mc.edu/offices/residence
life/files/3114/2989/3811/MC_Apartment_Complexes2.pdf

29


www.mc.edu/offices/residence-life
http://www.mc.edu/offices/residence-life/files/3114/2989/3811/MC_Apartment_Complexes2.pdf
http://www.mc.edu/offices/residence-life/files/3114/2989/3811/MC_Apartment_Complexes2.pdf

Apartment rentals vary in price. Be prepared to pay $650 to $1,000 a month geysosit
FANBRG YR Il ad Y2 yeifée SomdBpdrimént renyak ardatiNgve dza
meaning your water, garbage removal, heat and possibly some other amenities are included |
your monthly price; other rentals are not. Also, be prepared togeyosis for electricity,
telephone and otheservices.

Most offcampus housing requires a ongear lease. Read your lease agreement carefully
before signing it and know the rules and regulations of the apartment. A lease is a binding
contract and you may be liable for the remaining amount of \ease and/or loss of your
depositif you end your contract early.

Note: If you are a firsyear student (or student with fewer than 56 credit hours), do not sign
an offcampus lease unless you have received an exemption to theYBaopResidency
Requiremeat by the dean ofi U dzR &ffiEél Q &

Local Of#Campus HousingSee Appendix

Rental Terms You Should Know

Landlord: An owner of residential premises or his agent who is authorized to marage th
residential premises and to receive rent from a tenant under a rental agreement.

[ SFaSyYy ! gNAGOISY FF3INBSYSyd IAGAYy3d GKS (Sy
stipulations about rent, rent payment date, length of occupancy, number of peisoccupy
premises, rules and regulations regarding pets, storage, etc.

Property Manager: Authorized representative of landlord
Rental Agreement: Any written agreement or lease specifying rental terms and conditions

SecurityDeposit A monetarydepost made to a landlord that holds a tenant to the terms of
the rental agreement

Sublease: The tenant assigns less than the entire property or assighthalproperty for
less than the full remaining period. However, the original tenant remains obtigar
contracted responsibilities.

Tenant (Lessee): A person entitled in a rental agreement to use and occupy the residential
premises
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Term: The time period during which a landlord agrees to rent the property and a tenant agree
to pay rent for that prperty

Termination: Ending a lease or rental agreement, either because the lease or rental agreeme
has come to its end or because both parties agree to bring the lease or agreement to an end

Local Services

Electricity
To receiveEntergyservice, call.800.ENTERGahy time or go to

Gas
Atmossupplies natural ga® Clinton To begin gas service, ch888.286.6700 or visit

Cell Phone
There are several cell phone companies to choose fxnthare located within walking
distance of the campus

Water, Sewer, Trash

City of Clinton Public Works located ab25 Springridge Roadr heir phone number is
601.924.2239
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Overview of theClinton/Jackson MetrArea

Mississippi College in Clinton is approximately 20 minutes from Jackson, the Gayit8l,
hours from New Orleans, Louisiana, 3 hours from Memphis Tennessee, and 3 hours from the
Ocean (Driving Time)

Seasonal temperature averages
JanuaryMarch:62°F day, 9°F night
AprikJune:83°F day61°F night
JulySeptember: 9°F day69°F night
OctoberDecember67°F day45°F night

What to see around Clinton

Fun activities are on hand such sporting events, pampering at the spa, and running, along
with attractions such as:

w aAdaArAdaArLIIA £SGSNIya aSY2NRFE {0F RAdzy
w aAlAdaaraairlILA [ 2t A

w C¢NHzZGYFNJ] t I NJ

Some top sights in the area include:

w W O0lazy %w%22f23A0Ff tI NJ
w aAdaArdaArLIIA {aGF4GS /P LAG2T
w aAdaArAdaArLIIA D2OSNYy2NHa&a alyarzy
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Transportation

Rail Travel

Amtrak Passenger Station

Union Station

300 West Capitol Street

6013556350

General Information and Reservations
800.8727245

Amtrak serves the city of Jackson with daily
service toChicago and New Orleans.
www.amtrak.com

Bus Travel

GreyhoundTrailways Bus Lines

300 West Capitol Street

601.354.1913

Provides 8 inbound and outbound buses
daily.

Driving in the United States

Taxicab

CitrCab Co .

300 N. Mill St., Jackson
6013558319

Deluxe Cab
593 Terry R., Jackson
6019484761

Jackson Taxi
217 W. Griffith St., Jackson
6012921100

Veterans Cab
809 N. State St., Suite 101, Jackson
6013552222

Yellow Cab
5601 Hwy. 80 W, Jackson
6019223782

Students decidingat purchase an automobile and drive in the United States should be aware
that laws of vehicle registration, licensing of drivers and traffic regulations are written and
enforced by each individual state. Drunk driving laws are strictly enforced in tleedtat
Mississippilt is extremely important that you know the rules and regulations of driving.

In short, you must:

w holUlAy I tA0Syas

w WSIAAUGSNI &2dz2NJ SKA Of S
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documents must be presentdd a Department of Motor VehiclddMV) office. For a full listing
of eligible documentation, visit www.flhnsmv.gov.

You will be required to pass an eye exam and a written test. A car is not necesshtgin a
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date on your+420 or D&0109.

Nearby DMV Offices

District 1

Jackson Headquarters

Department of Public Service Headquarters Jackson Metro Center Mall

1900 East Woodrow Wilson 1101 Metro Center Mall, Space #1
Jackson, MS 39216 Jackson, MS 39209

(601) 9871281 (601) 3526928 or

(601) 9871282 (601) 3526936

(601) 9871283 Automated Renewat Kiosk¢ located here
Automated Renewa Kiosk¢ located here TESTING SITE

Renewals and out of state transfet¢éQ TESTIN& this location Open Monday through Friday
Open Monday through Friday 8:00:5:00

8:00:5:00

Peat

Vicksburg

Juvenile Detention Center
1100 Grove St, Suife
Vicksburg, MS 39183
(601) 6385441

State Highway Safety Patrol Troop C Building
3851 Highway 468

Pearl, MS 39208

(601) 4206342

CDL Station & Testing Site

. TESTING SITE
Automated Renewad KIOS.kC located here Open Monday through Friday
Open Monday through Friday 8:005:00

8:00-5:00

In addition to obtaining a license, you must also register your vehicle within 10 days of
establishing residency. In order register your vehicle, you must provigeoof of vehicle
insurance and a copteted Form 82042 (vehicle identification number and odometer reading).
You will also need to provide personal documentation such as your passgomt,I RNRA @S |
license, 420 or Form D2019.

If you are buying a new cérom a car dealership, the dealership may take adréhe car
registration for you. If not, they will usually provide you with the forms that you need to take
to the registration office. If you are buying a car from a private citizen, you will needke m

sure that you receive a bill of sale and the title from the previous owner.

All drivers in the United States are required to have car insurance. Accidents can happen at
any time. A relatively small automobile accident can be very expensive. In theahan

accident, automobile insurance will save you money, worry and it will protect you from
potential lawsuits. Cost of coverage varies depending on insurance company, age of the car,
age of driver(s), number of drivers and other factors.
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HEALTH BANPBPETY

The United States does not have a national health care system. Health careegesatfor

minor illnesses or accidents, can amount to thousands of dollarsligdlssippi College

students are required to have pppriate medical insurance. International students will be
automatically covered throughississippi Colleg2d & & dzZRSy i K Slurile8ska A V &
waiver is approved

All students seeking information regarding health insurance benefits and spedditsad
their coverage should visitww.mc.edu/international/futurestudentsor contactMCQ & K S| €
insurance representative &01.9257719

It is mandatory for all international students to bevesed byMvQa KSI f G K LI | y d
may be granted only if the student has an insurance plan that meets very strict requirements
in order for them to qualify for the waiver. Students may request a waiver oMKis

insurance fee by completing thveaiverform and providingroof of appropriate insurance to

the Office of Global Educatiawithin the first two weeks of the beginning of class. If proof of
insurances not provided, students will be billed fdfississippi Colleged & G dzRSy i K¢
insurance Mississippi Collegwill not acceptcoverage by an insurance company outside the
United States. Before enrolling for coverage in any insurance plan tbeMississippi
Colleg®d & GdzRSYy U KSI £ (i KthelOffitey6fGlohdf ESucatidh vedifiKiSitO] &
meets the waiver requirements.

All international students who are married or single parents who have one or more children
living with them may purchase health insurance for these dependents by completing the
appropriate form in theOffice of Glohl Educatiorand paying fothe additional insurance at
the businessffice. The student health insurance fee will be refunded and coverage will be
canceled if the student pays for coverage and subsequently does not enroll or withidosms
MCwithin the first two weeks of classes.
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Student Health Center

MC dfers its fultltime students health services through the Baptist Medical Clinic, which is
located on the first floor of the Healthplex. Routine health care services from the Nurse
Practitioner duringhe scheduled hours afeREEOFCHARG currently registered
Mississippi College students who have paid their student #&e@ditional treatments by a
physician such asrays, laboratory tests, injections, etc., will result in additibcharges that
will be billedto the student and/or the studerf@ insurance carrieBills are expected to be
paid in a timely manne

All studentsshouldbe prepared toshowtheir MC ID card angroof of insurance wherthey
report to the Baptist MedicalClinic.

BaptistMedical Clinic

106 Clinton Pkwy Tue, Thur
Clinton, MS 39056 8:00am- 11:15am
601.924.9005 1:30pm- 4:15pm
Hours are subject tohange during the
Mon, Wed, Fri summe.

8:00am- 11:15am

Health care advice is also available by calling the
Baptist Health [ne:

601.948.6262

Monday- Friday

8:00 a.mg 4:30 p.m.

In caseof anemergency
Students should seek care at the nearestergency roomTo Clinton, this is the CENTRAL
MISSISSIPPI MEDICAL CENTER, 1850 Chadwick Drive, @atR36ri000

Healthpéx

The Mississippi Baptist Healthplex is located on campus, directly across from the N&v Men
Dorm. Membership isfered to MC students at a discounted rate dfL$ a semeste
Membership can be charged to a stud@naccount.

Membership to the ldahplex povides students with full access to a two floor work out
facility, private class rooms, spin classes, radda@t rooms, basketball courts, swimming pools,
saunas, and whirlpool spasny student can tour thélealthplex before membership.
Phone: 6019257900
Hours:
Monday - Thursday: 5:00 a.m. - 10:00 p.m.
Friday: 5:00 a.m. - 8:00 p.m.
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Saturday: 7:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
Sunday: 1:00 p.m. - 6:00 p.m.

Counselingervices
Alumni Hall, # FloorClinton, MS39058 601.925.7791

The Counseling anfesting Centeserves students as they explore educational options,
establish career directions and cope with personal adjustments. Because each individual is
viewed as a whole person with personal, academic, and career concerns that are interrelated
the Center défers avariety of services.

Personal concerns of any type may be discussed privately with an experienced caunselo
Students who need academic assistance may meet with a counselor to identify positive steps
that might be taken to improve their academic perfance. Individual counseling might focus
on dfective time management, reading for comprehensioffieetive note taking and studying

for tests.Assistance can also be given in finding tutors iargety of academic disciplines.

Mississippi College hasrmadition of providing assistance to students with disabilities. In
addition to moral responsibility and the univerggycommitment to access, there is a legal
imperative which is embodied in Section 504 of the Rehabilitaticinof 1973 and the
Americanswith DisabilitiesAct of 1990.

Visit www.mc.edu/offices/counselingto see full policiesegarding counselling services.

Campus &curity

Alumni Hall Lobby
601.925.3204ecurity@mc.eduvww.mc.edu/offices/safety/
In the event of an emergemccall 601.925.301 or 911

The Office of Public Safety works towardsiging partnerships with students, facylstdf,
administration and guests to create an atmosphere that is safe and conducive to lediméng.
Office of Public Safety oversees the following:

Making student ID cards

Distributing parking decals

Monitoring security on campus

Enforcing taffic laws on campus

Patrolling campus

Managing the campus shuttle bus

Ensuring campus is a safe and secure place for MC studentsy,facaltstéf

No ok wWNE
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The Office of Public Safety has recently partnered with e2Campus.com security systems to
provideinstantcommunicatiorto everyone in the MC family in the event of an emergenc
Individuals will be able to log onto our security system, build a profile, and sign up for instant
information from our safety personnel. By signing up through this semparticipants will
instantly and simultaneously receive alerts to their mobile devices and email accounts.

Mississippi College has the following security measures in place:

Emergency Code Blue phone units are strategically placed around the campdditiobnao

calling 941 and M@ Ufice of Public Safgtthese phones may be used to report emergencies.
Buildings are secured on campus during foperating hours by the fiice of Public Safgt

Once a building is secured, access may be gained only Ihgreagtd persons with Mississippi
College issued identification cards.

All campus buildings, facilities, and grounds belonging to the institution are regularly patrolled
by both vehicle and foot patrol by securitffioers. Specific areas of campus are also

monitored by cameras.

All residence hall exterior doors remain locked at all times. Only gpander students are

allowed into the dorm with their Mississippi College issued identification cards.

Upon request, securityfticers will provide escort servisdrom vehicles to buildings or from
buildings to buildings should individuals feel uncomfortable or unsafe.

With safety concerns in mind, the College maintaiféigent campus lighting in arffert to

reduce the opportunity for criminal actiyit

Missisippi College provides informative programs to students and employees on the following
topics: Campus Security Procedures and Practice, Crime Preventidwarehess, Drug and
AlcoholAbuse Education, Sexual Assault, Smoking Cessation, and the Preuéfeon

Offenses.

For additional questions or concerns, please contact the Office of Public Safety at
601.925.3204 or ww.mc.edu/offices/safety/
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BringingYour Family

Before youdecide that your spouse and/ or children should accompany you to the United
States, you should be aware that it may be expensive. Major costs includamffus housing,
childcare and insurance. Spouses may feel isolated and alone.

Childcare or afterschool care centerare expensive and usually have a waiting list. It may not
be possible to find a center to take care of your child immediately.

Family members who accompany you must be covered by medical insurance. You will need t
demonstrate your abity to cover their living expenses while in the United StafBse Office

of Global Educatioastimates expenses as $5,000 per yeamfgpouseand $3,000 foreach
dependentchild. U.S. consular officials may require proof of your ability to cover these
expenses for the duration of your academic program. Dependent spouses of international
students in FL status are not eligible to be employed in the United States under any
circumstancesThe Office of Global Educati@rongly recommends that spouses and/o

children not accompany you to the United States until you have completed one academic yes

Education in the United States

Public schools in the United States provide free education for children between the ages of
five and eighteen. To enroll yodhildren in public school, please cont&itntonPublic

Schools a601.924.75330r visitwww.clintonpublicschools.cod ¢ KS RA &G NRA Ol Q¢
located at201 Easthaven Drive Clinton, MS 3906@rmation on private schools can be
obtained through the Office of Global Education.

Bringing Dependents to tHénited States

In order to bring dependents to the United States, you must be maintaining status at an F

J1 student and must show thaby have sufficient finances to support your family here
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without any of them being employed. Your spouse and unmarried minor children (under age
21) are eligible to apply forZor 32 visas. No other family members are eligible.

To begin, providéhe Office of Global Educatiam copy of your passporproof of marriage
(spouse@ and birth certificate for each chil&orm 94, your Form-20 or D019 and

evidence of your financial suppofor your family (currently $5,00f@r spouse and $000 for
each alditional dependent). After review, a dependent For20lor D&019 will be issued for
the purpose of bringing your family tbe United States. You will then need to send them to
your family with instructions for them to apply fordor 32 visas athe U.S. consular office. In
addition to the Form-R0/DS2019, they will have to present valid passpdrtaist be valid at
least six months from your date of entry into the United States)dence otheir financial
support, evidencehat theyintend toreturn to their home country at the conclusion of your
studies inthe United States andny other information that theonsular officespecifies.

If the consular officer is satisfied that your family members are bona fide student dependents
who intend to eturn homeand that they have sufficient funds for their support here, he or

she will issue /32 visas to them. Your dependents may then come to the United States and
will be admitted to the country foduration of status. That means they may remaineheith

you until you complete your studies. Your family may remain in the United Statez an 52
status only while you are here inlFor 31 status.

A note of caution: Do not allow your family to come to the United States in any other
immigration satus or before they have received the For20d or D019 and R2 or 32 visas.

If they do, they run the risk of being denied admission to the United States at the port of entry
and will be required to return home.
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MONEY MATTERS

Oveaview

Your 20 or D019 was issued to you based on the funding information you provided. Please
remember that funding varies from student to student year to year; some students require
more money than others depending on course of study and interestsskould not assume

that you can get by on less funding than is indicated on y0rdr D&0109.

Housingdeposis, rent, household necessities, tuition, books and supplies will require major
expenditures after your arrival. We recommend that you bamd¢east $5,000 in U.S. dollars to
O2@OSNJ 82dzNJ AYAUGALlLE O2adad ¢KS al ¥FSaa ol &
checks. You may also choose to bring a bank draft or a chelgptsitinto an account that

you can open at a local bank. Pdeanote that it may take afewda§s2 NJ | OKS Ol 1
the monies youdepositmay not be immediately available for you to use.

Money management is one of the greatest challenges that international stu@eadtscholars

face when they arrive in thenited States. Most students and scholars live on a limited
budget. You must gatsed to a new currency, adjust to the value of a dollar and estimate

living expenses. The best practice is to start budgdtimg the moment you arrive. If you

intend to live off campus, you will needto kedpy YA YR G KI 0 &addlz dORALG ¢
when renting a place to live. Bills often take a month or two to arrive so be prepared and do
not spend more than you can afford.

Business/Bursars office

Account Balances
Neson Hall 101 800.738.1287
Clinton, MS 3905801.925.3307

www.mc.edu/offices/business/
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Students are responsible for making all necessary payment arrangements with MC through tt
BursaQ & 6 . dza kdy Stafatyo shiFdeRy da | NB SELISOGSR G2
expenses or contract a payment installment plan. For further information, contact the Buésar
Office 601-925-3307.

Whether you receive an assistantship from MC, a scholarship from amewatgency or family
support from abroad, if for any reason you are not prepared to make payment at the required
times you must consult the dzNB& | NJdinalieé ybuk @distration. Students receiving
scholarships from their home governmemt other agency may arrange for direct sponsor

billing tuition, fees, insurance, room and board.

Failure to make payment arrangements may result in deregistration and ultimately lead to
problems with your immigration status. A student may not register for a sulesggemester
until all financial obligations for the current semester have been met.

w  Student account balances must be paid in full before the end of the first month of
classes, otherwisa late fee will be charged

w Student balances may be paid by caseckor credit card Payment by credit card

must be made online.

w International students making online payments abroad are recommended to use Peer
Transfer. Please access Peer Transfer using the following website (www.peertransfer.com).
w  Students mayenroll in a monthly payment program. Please check with the business
office for more information.

w LyaaNdzOaAz2zya F2NI LI eYSyd OFy 06S F2dzyR 2

Student Account Information

Books and Healthplex membership may berged to student accounts paper statements are
mailedonceasemestédEo Af f & | NB aASyd LISNA2RAOIfEf@& K|
MC email address. An additional email address may be entered via Banner Web. Instructions
can be foundontheBurtRa ¢So6 LI IS t A&aGSR | 6020So

If you have any questions concerning payment of student accounts, you may contact the
. dzNEFNRa hFFAOS faz2 1yz2ey |a GKS . dzaaySa

OFFICE HOURS: WINDOW HOURS:
Mondayc¢ Friday Mondayc¢ Friday
8:00 amg 4:30 pm 8:15 amg 4:00 pm

U.S. Currency

U.S. currency is based on the dollar ($1), which is comprised of 100 cents.afhsbe

denominations of coins and six denominations of bills representing different amounts.
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U.S. Coins

Penny: the only brown coin; worth 1 cent

Nickel: a silver coin; larger thapenny; worth 5 cents

Dime: the smallest U.S. coin; silver in color; worth 10 cents

Quarter: a silver coin; larger than a nickel; worth 25 cents

Haltdollar: the largest U.S. coin; not commonly used; worth 50 cents
Dolar coin: a silvecoin slightly larger than a quarter; not commonly used

U.S. Bills

There are $1, $5, $10, $20, $50 and $bd8. They are all similar in size and color, although
the U.S. Mint is in the proces$ changing the appearance of the billfie easiest way to
identify them is just by looking at the number printed on the bill.

Opening a Bank Account

Once you arrive atlississippi Collegegrou will want to open a bank account. During

orientation, it may be possible to find local bank repgatatives on campus to provide you
GAOK AYTF2NXYIGA2Y 2dzift AYAYy3 (G§KSANIyouwlhe@di &
to take your student ID card, youR0/DS2019, your passportaddress proofandthe funds

that you wish todeposit Open a lbecking account so that you can write checks to pay your
bills each month and pay for items you wish to purchase.

Some students also wish to open a savings account. Some savings accounts pay interest ea
month on the amounthat is in the account; otherdo not. You can withdraw money as

needed from a savings account, but you cannot do so by writing a check. Many banks offer
debit cards, also known as check cards, when you open a checking account. The card will co
with a personal identification numbet (L b 0 ® 52 y20 tSG lyegzySsS !
let anyone use your card. The debit card allows you to make purchases and have the purchas
amount automatically deducted from your checking account balance. It can also be used to
withdraw money froman automated teller machine (ATM). Remember, debit cards are not
credit cards you can only spend the amount of money you have available in your checking
account.

Everyday Expensé&stimator
Note, these are only estimates

In addition to tuition and feesjou will incur everyday expenses to day food and other
necessities, as well as for luxuries and entertainment. Here are some typical costs students
must consider:

Books and Suppliegrom $800 to $1,500 a year

Cable TV$65 a month (if not on campus)
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Cellular Phonefrom $50 to $100 a month depending on service

Clothes at least $10 per item depending on where you shop

Internet Accessfrom $25 to $60 a month depending on service

Groceries about $50 a week for one, up to $150 a week for a family

Heath ServiceY | 62dzi bPunn F2NJ I NRdziAyS R2002NRa
Insurance through the school$990 for a year

Meals (on campus)from $5 to $10 a meal (if not using meal plan)

Meals (restaurant) from $10 to $25 a meal

Movies: $5 with astudent ID, and up to .00

Personal Transportation anywhere from $2,50t $10,000 for a decent used car, $80 a
month for gas, insurance from about $1,000 to $3,000 a year

Public Transportationabout $6 for a taxi ride to the mall, temde bus pas$or $5

Rent (apartment) from $650 to $1,200 a month depending on location

Taxes sales tax is 6%

Telephone (on campus)local calls free, long distance anywhere from $.09 (domestic) to
$2.12 a minute (intl. rates vary)

Telephone (off campus) $30 a moth for unlimited local basic service, $40 a month for
unlimited long distance

Credit Cards

Banks, websites, department stores and gasoline companies all issue credit cards that can be
used to buy goods wheyou do not have money available at the timéu are billed each

month and are requireto pay at least a portion of your balance each month. If you do not
pay the entire balancenterest(or finance chargeaccrues on the unpaid balance. Interest

rates are extremely high. Credit cards are congrtibut they can be costly if you are not
careful.

Transferring Funds the United States

There are several options available to help you transfer funds from your home country to the
United States to cover your expenses for the year. You should chétckour bank to discuss
the solutionthat best suits your needs.

Some of the most efficient and effective ways to transfer funds include:

w ¢NI gSft SNNDa OKSO{ a

w .yl OKSOla ol f adawtdnt).S Bankin AKX doasna OKS O
w 2 ANB franNouf Bafk&iNibme to your U.S. bank

Taxes

Sales Tax
Nearly every item that you buy, except medicine and some basic grocery items, will have sale
tax added to its price. In th€lintonarea, sales tax i&%. You should not rely on the price that
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price.

Federal Income Tax

Collectionof Federal Income Tax in the United States is the responsibility of the U.S. Internal
Revenue Service (IRS). Foreign stuslénthe United States are subject to federal income
taxation on any wages earned in the United States. In addition, all students must pay taxes c
teaching, graduate and research assistatips. More detailed information about taxes will

be provided toyou upon your arrival atlississippi CollegeDeadline for filing Federal Income
Tax is April 1%5each year.

Social Security Number (SSN)

Everyone who has earningsthe United States must obtain a Social Security number, the
number used by the U.Sogernment to identify wage earners for tax purposes. It should be
noted that recent legislation passed by the Social Security Administration does not allow
foreign students to apply for a Social Security number, unless they can provide evidence of
employmaent in the United States. Information on how to apply &%ocial Security number

will be covered duringhe Office of Global Educati@da 2 NA Sy G A2y LINE 3N
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CULTURAL ADJUSTMENT

When people move to a different setting, they must make
adiustmentsto their usual behavior and attitudes and
adapt to new cultural norms.

The Office of Global Educatiseacommends that you
FGGSYLIW G2 aadSL) 2dziaARSeé &2dzNBStEF= G2 20
reactions to being in a new culture and then to compare
these readobnswith those of other people from different
countries. Your observations can result in an increased self
understanding and may help you to gain insights into the
various factors that have made you who you are. If you are
able to keep the perspective @i outside observer while
undergoing an unusual experience, you will be able to
prevent yourself from becoming extremely anxious or
depressed and can learn more from the intercultural
experience.

RemembeMississippi Collegeffers counseling services vehiare located il\lumni Hall, il
Floor. Visit www.mc.edu/offices/counselingto see full policiesegarding counselling services.

Culture Shock

Some new students experience culture shock wtray first arrive. Culturshock is the

feeling of disorientatiorand confusion that often occurs when a person leaves a familiar
setting and moves to an unfamiliar place. The climate and terrain, the language, customs, foc
and the culture ardlifferent. It is harderto convey your feelings and personalityairifferent
language than your native one. You may feel lonely and may have doubts about your decisiol
to come to the United States. Signs of culture shock include interruptions in normal sleep
patterns, anxiety, frustration and excessive anger over minor issues. It is common to become
dependent on fellow international students who are experiencing the same feelings and have
the same language and customs.

Thinking About Going Home

After first arriving in America, it is natural to spend time thinking about the new country and
your reactions to it. However, it is helpful to try to keep in mind that you will be going home
after finishing your degree. It is advisable to remember that you will changle wu are

here. You will learn new ideas, adopt new attitudes and behave in new ways. At the same
time, things will be changing in your home country. Family members, friends and professione
colleagues will have experiences that you will not share &eg &lso will develop new ideas,
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