
Course Development Rubric
	Items to Look for
	4 pts.
Exemplary
	3/2 pts. 
Effective
	1 pt.
Emerging

	 General Course Information
	Course name and description are at the top of the course home page.
Instructor contact information and required university verbiage is included on a linked web page in the course.

The required text for the course is clearly identified in the course.
	Course name, description, required text, or instructor contact information is present, but may need to be rewritten for clarity or to gain student interest in the course.
	Course name, description, required text, or instructor contact information is missing or incomplete.

	Module 

Introduction
	Each module has a well written introduction that briefly explains the topic to be studied.

Each module has ways for students to connect to prior knowledge.
	Introduction or student connections need revisions for clarity and to help students to be interested in the topic to be studied in the module.
	Introduction or student connections to prior knowledge are missing or incomplete.

	Learning Objectives
	Learning objectives are clearly defined. They clearly identify what students should know and be able to do by the end of each module.
	Learning objectives need to be improved to specifically identify what students will need to be able to do at the end of each module.
	Learning objectives are not clearly defined.

	Activities are aligned to objectives for each topic
	All activities clearly align to learning objectives
	Activities may not always align to learning objectives
	Activities do not align to learning objectives

	High Quality Assessments
	All assessments clearly align to targeted learning objectives


	Assessments may not always align to learning objectives


	Assessments do not align to learning objectives



	Assessments Fully Developed
	Multiple formative and summative assessment opportunities are available throughout the course modules


	Assessment options may be limited to just one type of assessment per module.


	Limited assessment opportunities available


	Rubrics and Marking Guides are Developed for Non-Objective Tests
	Rubrics or marking guides are included for non-objective tests.
	Rubrics and assessments are present, but may need some tweaking to meet best practices for assessments.
	Rubrics or marking guides need to be developed for non-objective tests.



	Best Practices for Quizzes are Followed
	Quizzes have no more than 1-5 questions at a time.  Options to discourage cheating have been enabled.

Essays are offered as a "Part 2" exam when giving them with automated scoring questions.
	
	Quizzes have too many questions on a page and options to discourage cheating have not been enabled. 
Essays are not set apart from automated scoring questions.

	Varied opportunities for interaction and reflection
	The course modules are designed to be student centered where active learning and engaging activities are present.

Course modules offer multiple opportunities for interaction and communication student-to-student, student-to-instructor, and student-to-content through communication tools such as forums, journals, live chats and wikis.

	Course modules offer adequate opportunities for interaction and communication student-to-student, student-to-instructor, and student-to-content
	Course modules offer limited opportunities for interaction and communication student-to-student, student-to-instructor, and student-to-content

	Clarity of Information
	Content is sufficient to meet the breadth of the learning objectives targeted for each module.

Course information is clearly communicated and presented throughout the course.

Optional web resources are provided to extend learning opportunities for students.
	Not all of the content clearly communicates information clearly


	Information is not communicated clearly. Content may be missing or ambiguous

	Resources are visually appealing and functional
	All resources are visually and functionally consistent throughout the course 
	Most resources are visually and functionally consistent


	Resources are inconsistent both visually and functionally (i.e. links are not working or up-to-date)



	Digital Resources
	Course uses a variety of digital resources for learning


	Course modules uses some digital resources 


	Course modules use limited digital resources


	Formatting of Content
	Formatting techniques such as labels, headings, bold text, bullets and white space are used to make content easier to read.


	Text could be formatted to better enhance reading online


	Text is difficult to read online

	Chunking of Information
	Written material posted for students and video lectures are "chunked" into short sections with links to subsequent pages if necessary. PowerPoint presentations (with or without narration) and podcasts should be chunked to 5-10 minutes in duration.  
	Content may need to be "chunked" into smaller segments
	Information is presented in long blocks or large amounts of time that are hard to read or comprehend.

	Grammar and Spelling
	Content contains no grammar or sentence errors, is consistently well written, presents information clearly throughout the course
	Content contains no grammar or sentence errors and communicates information clearly


	Content consistently contains grammar and sentence errors that impede understanding and does not communicate information clearly

	Downloading of Content
	Handouts and videos can be downloaded within a reasonable period of time.


	Handouts and videos may need to be uploaded differently to make it easier for students to access and download in a reasonable amount of time.
	Handouts or videos cannot be downloaded or take large amounts of time to download.



	Copyright


	All content in the course complies with copyright and fair use policies, guidelines and laws.
	There may be some copyright issues that need to be addressed.
	Course content does not comply with copyright policies, guidelines and laws.

	Post Model submission assignments
	Model assignments are included for students to better envision high quality work and expectations.
	Model assignments do not clearly demonstrate expectations
	No model assignments are included for students to view

	Contents meet needs of students with different learning styles
	A variety of multimedia elements and/or learning objects is used and is relevant to accommodate different learning styles throughout the course modules.

The course is 508 compliant and universal design guidelines are followed. Images contain alt tags, videos include text transcripts.

	Multimedia elements and/or learning objects are used and are relevant to accommodate different learning styles.
Some elements or content needs to be updated to be 508 compliant.

	There are limited multimedia elements and/or learning objects for accommodating students with different learning styles.

The course is not 508 compliant and universal design guidelines are not followed.

	Syllabus
	The syllabus contains the following elements:

· correct spelling and grammar

· disability criteria

· learning objectives

· Grading criteria for assignments and assessments
	The syllabus may need improvements in one or two of the required criteria.
	Several areas of the syllabus are missing or incomplete.


