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The moving sculpture “Servant Savior” depicts Jesus Christ washing the feet of His disciples just prior to
The Lord’s Supper. Created in 2004 by the late master sculptor Samuel Gore, “Servant Savior” was given to

Mississippi College by the children of Robert and Sara Hederman.
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MISSISSIPPI COLLEGE
SCHEDULE OF
COMMENCEMENT EVENTS

THURSDAY, MAY 2, 2024

CENTRAL COMMENCEMENT CEREMONY
Mississippi College, Quad, 5:30 P.M.
Page 4

ACADEMIC RECEPTIONS
Mississippi College, Various Locations, 7:00 P.M.

FRIDAY, MAY 3, 2024
DEGREE CEREMONIES

SCHOOL OF BUSINESS
SCHOOL OF CHRISTIAN STUDIES anp THE ARTS
SCHOOL OF HUMANITIES axnp SOCIAL SCIENCES
Mississippi College, A.E. Wood Coliseum, 10:00 A.M.
Page 5

INTERDISCIPLINARY STUDIES
SCHOOL OF NURSING
SCHOOL OF SCIENCE anp MATHEMATICS
Mississippi College, A.E. Wood Coliseum, 1:00 P.M.
Page 10

SCHOOL OF EDUCATION
Mississippi College, A.E. Wood Coliseum, 4:00 P.M.
Page 15

There is only one official graduation date each semester, no matter when the commencement exercise is held.
University policy has set the date which coincides with the undergraduate commencement as the official date, and it is
considered the date degrees were awarded. This date appears on all diplomas. For Spring 2024, the official date is May 3, 2024.

The inclusion of student names in this commencement program is not an indicator that

the student completed degree requirements and earned a degree from Mississippi College.
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MISSISSIPPI COLLEGE
COMMENCEMENT CEREMONY

THE QUAD
THURSDAY, MAY 2, 2024
5:30 p.M.

PRE-CEREMONY MUSIC
Tyler Kemp '07
Technology Instructor and Faculty Accompanist
Department of Music

CALL TO ORDER
Gracelyn Noss "24
Hall of Fame 2024

Coulter Clement '24
Hall of Fame 2024

*RINGING OF THE BELL
David Torrent '24
Hall of Fame 2024

*PROCESSIONAL
Tyler Kemp

*INVOCATION
Jameson Cook "24
President, Student Government Association, 2024

WELCOME
Dr. Blake Thompson, President

*MC PRAYER HYMN
“Savior, Like A Shepherd Lead Us”
1836
by William B. Brabury & Dorothy Ann Thrupp
Tyler Kemp
Coulter Clement, vocalist

INTRODUCTION OF SPEAKER
Dr. Blake Thompson

COMMENCEMENT ADDRESS
Gayle Wicker Long ’72, ’74
Distinguished Community Leader

HONORARY DEGREE PRESENTATION
Dr. Blake Thompson
Dr. Mike Highfield

Provost, Executive Vice President, and Graduate Dean

Honorary Doctor of Public Service
Gayle Long Wicker

PRESENTATION OF SPECIAL AWARDS
Distinguished Professor of the Year Award
Dr. David Magers, Professor, Department of
Chemistry and Biochemistry

Pittman Young Faculty Award
Dr. Mary Ellen Stewart
President, Faculty Senate

and Assistant Professor, School of Nursing

Nelson Cup, Sadler Award, and Perry Awards
Dr. Mike Highfield

Honors College Scholars
Dr. Blake Thompson
Dr. Christopher Weeks
Director, Honors College and Associate Professor
Department of Biology

ALUMNI CHARGE
Jake Donald
Director of Alumni and Family Engagement

*The Mississippi College Alma Mater
Dr. Beth Everett
Director of Choral Activities
and Assistant Professor
Department of Music
Tyler Kemp

*BENEDICTION
Nick Carraway '24
School of Christian Studies and the Arts

CLOSING REMARKS
Mallory Burnside '24
Hall of Fame 2024
Mason Kennedy '24
Founders Award 2024

*RECESSIONAL

*The audience will please stand.
**School receptions to follow.
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MISSISSIPPI COLLEGE
SPRING COMMENCEMENT EXERCISE
SCHOOL OF BUSINESS
SCHOOL OF CHRISTIAN STUDIES anD THE ARTS
SCHOOL OF HUMANITIES anp SOCIAL SCIENCES

A. E. WOOD COLISEUM, CLINTON, MISSISSIPPI
FRIDAY, MAY 3, 2024
10:00 A.M.

*PROCESSIONAL CONFERRING OF DEGREES

“Veritas March”
By Ben Williams
Dr. Michael Rushing

Director of the Taylor School and Professor

Department of Music

*INVOCATION
Professor Albert Smathers
Professor, Department of Art

WELCOME and
PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS
Dr. Blake Thompson
President, Mississippi College

PRESENTATION OF AWARDS
Dr. Marcelo Eduardo
Dean, School of Business

Dr. Wayne VanHorn
Interim Dean, School of
Christian Studies and the Arts

Dr. Jonathan Randle
Dean, School of Humanities
and Social Sciences

Dr. Marcelo Eduardo
Dean, School of Business

Dr. Wayne VanHorn

Interim Dean, School of
Christian Studies and the Arts

Dr. Jonathan Randle
Dean, School of Humanities
and Social Sciences

Dr. Mike Highfield
Provost, Executive Vice President,
and Graduate Dean

Dr. Blake Thompson

President

*CLOSING STATEMENT
Dr. Mike Highfield

*BENEDICTION
Professor Susan Lassister
Assistant Professor,
Department of English

*RECESSIONAL
“Stately Processional”

by James S. Sclater
Dr. Michael Rushing

*The audience will please stand.
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CANDIDATES FOR DEGREES
SPRING 2024 COMMENCEMENT

SCHOOL OF BUSINESS Michael Hunter Long, Coldwater, MS

Charles Austin McKinley, Taylorsville, MS

DR. MARCELO EDUARDO, DEAN Madalyn Grace Mitchell, Kosciusko, MS
Hope Joy Xiaoke Owens, Olive Branch, MS
Connor William Reed, Oxford, MS
BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN Caleb Nathaniel Ries, Canton, MS
BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION Brock Thomas Rowland, Clarksville, TN
Daniel Weston Smith, Richardson, TX
Carlos Ulises Acosta Viquez Y Montiel, Sarah A. Tinsley, Bolton, MS
Mexico City, Mexico Nakedra T. Weathersby, Clinton, MS
Matthew Seth Barnes, Huntsville, AL Christine Abigail Whitehead, Coldwater, MS
Melissa Erin Beber, Kennesaw, GA Jonathan Alexander Youngblood, III, Meridian, MS
Hayden Michael Bethea, Florence, MS Nathan Ryan Yow, Brandon, MS

Louis Kenner Bizot, IV, Wesson, MS

Luke Maddox Boarman, Madison, MS
Gregory Barfield Bryant, 11, Ellenwood, GA
James W. Burley, Pascagoula, MS

Mallory Elizabeth Burnside, Clinton, MS
Evan James Carite, Clinton, MS

Patrick John Charpentier, Baton Rouge, LA

HONORS COLLEGE SCHOLARS

Coulter Reese Clement, Water Valley, MS
Benjamin Cooper Gadman, Brandon, MS

Coulter Reese Clement, Water Valley, MS MASTER OF ACCOUNTANCY
Fernanda Cota Moreno, Clinton, MS

Lauren Yuchinglin Crain, Odenville, AL Elizabeth Rea Fleming, Olive Branch, MS
Jacob Connor Creel, Grenada, MS Major: Master of Accountancy
Katie Grace Easterling, Pelahatchie, MS

Ethan Dupree Estis, Ocean Springs, MS Justin Michael Fridley, Wentzwille, MO
Lakelynn Brooke Fancher, Kosciusko, MS Major: Master of Accountancy
Hannah Lacey Favara, Lantana, TX

Josephine Grace Fevig, Fredericksburg, TX Jared Scott Robinson, Jackson, MS
Michaela Denise Ford, Clinton, MS Major: Master of Accountacy
Abigail Gachupin-Nava, Prattville, AL

Benjamin Cooper Gadman, Brandon, MS Jarred Terrell Wade, Madison, MS
Katherine D. Garris, Whitehouse, OH Major: Master of Accountancy

Martin Dubem Gbemudu, Collierville, TN

Gabrielle Geolier, Blainville, Quebec, Canada
Joshua Roan Griffin, Meadville, MS MASTER OF BUSINESS

Lindsey Moreland Harris, Raymond, MS
Hayden Douglas Hill, Flowood, MS ADMINISTRATION

Katherine Elizabeth House, Hoover, AL
Kiersten Pamela Hudson, Spring Hill, TN
Joseph Paul Jarvis, Gilmer, TX

Leighton Brock Kelly, Saltillo, MS
Williette Kingdom, Greenville, MS
Jeffrey Lebeau, Sherbrooke, Quebec, Canada
Maeghan Grace Lee, Bude, MS

Sierra Nicole Lee, Dyer, TN

Wonderful Lin, Madison, MS

Austin Gray Lincoln, Brandon, MS

Ke’Shawn Brinkley, Roxie, MS
Major: Business Administration

Maximilian Wilhelm Buesch, Odenthal North
RhineWestphalia, Germany
Major: Finance Concentration

Matthew Austin Byrd, Brandon, MS
Major: Business Administration
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Jasmine Marcita Guyton, Brandon, MS
Major: Accounting Concentration

Jason Kyle Hackett, Kissimmee, FL
Major: Business Administration

Cameron Holladay Hall, Greensboro, GA
Major: Business Administration

Caila Grace Hankins, Raymond, MS
Major: Business Administration

Caleb Clayton Hewitt, Madison, MS
Major: Business Administration

Luke Daniel Horst, Pinson, AL
Major: Accounting Concentration

Jacob Lynn McCrory, Terry, MS
Major: Business Administration

Pradip Maheshbhai Patel, Gandhinagar Gujarat,
India
Major: Accounting Concentration

Jennifer Grace Phillips, Clinton, MS
Major: Business Administration

Kelly Jeanine White, Clinton, MS
Major: Business Administration

SCHOOL OF CHRISTIAN
STUDIES AND THE ARTS

DRr. WAYNE VANHORN, DEAN

BACHELOR OF ARTS

Malachi Jones Beasley, Walnut Grove, MS
Nicholas James Carraway, Madison, MS
Megan Mobley Collins, Clinton, MS
Brelyn Elyse Hayes, Azle, TX

Brennan Joy Hight, Flowood, MS

Ann Lamar Jefcoat, Greenwood, MS
Tyler Justus Little, Gulfport, MS
Lauren Marion Mullins, Brandon, MS
Rebecca Grace Pyburn, Eads, TN
Isabella Nicole Segalla, Chesapeake, VA
Elijah Edward Seipp, Royse City, TX
Hannah Shea Sims, Star, MS

Abigail Christine Spires, Vicksburg, MS

Honors COLLEGE SCHOLAR
Nicholas James Carraway, Madison, MS

BACHELOR OF FINE ARTS

Kara Madison Atwood, Clinton, MS

Micah Grace Barker, Olive Branch, MS

Leah Madison Campbell, Memphis, TN
Jordan Dshaun Egerson-Ramsey, Jackson, MS
Samuella R. Erway, Mansfield, PA

Marcos Antonio Garcia, Pearl, MS

Frances Elizabeth Garletts, Jackson, MS
Brelyn Elyse Hayes, Azle, TX

Volodymyr Lushnikov, Brovary Oblast De Kiev, Ukraine
Catherine Turner Sparks, Fort Worth, TX
Gabrielle Aurelia Vince, Carriere, MS

BACHELOR OF MUSIC

Ambriehl B. McCoy, Brandon, MS

BACHELOR OF MusIC EDUCATION

Leah Christian Pruett, Brandon, MS

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE

Elyangelica Alas, Barquisimeto Lara, Venezuela
Joseph Steele Altmyer, Columbus, MS
Jace T. Aymond, Effie, LA

Jackson Graham Breedlove, Decatur, AL
Anna Claire Cochran, Brandon, MS
Courtney Laine Engel, Hoover, AL
Emilyn Lucile Gray, Dacula, GA
Bethany Anne Hall, Southaven, MS
Caroline Aubrey Hunt, Clinton, LA
Alana Michelle Magliolo, Byhalia, MS
Isabel Maeve McConnell, Manhattan, KS
Kathryn Elizabeth Moss, Brandon, MS
Kaitlyn McKenzie Neal, Fairhope, AL
John William Newell, Tupelo, MS
Zachary Noah Sewall, Brandon, MS
Wesley Hunter Sides, Byhalia, MS
Liliana Elaine Talazac, Mandeville, LA
Kameryn Alicia Trejo, Clinton, MS

Litzy Rocio Trejo, Jackson, MS

Delia Ruth Tuttlebee, Texarkana, TX
Alexandria Noel Walker, McLoud, OK
Charles Alfred Williams, V, Olive Branch, MS

MISSISSIPPI COLLEGE
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BACHELOR OF SCIENCE
IN EDUCATION

Zoe F. Bushway, Shannon, MS
Jimmy Larry Dismuke, Raymond, MS
Cathryn Elaine Stennett, Fleming Island, FL

MASTER OF MUSIC

Daniel Robert Bunting, Virginia Beach, VA
Major: Voice Performance & Pedagogy

Annalee Elizabeth Quarles Crawford, Clinton, MS
Major: Voice Performance & Pedagogy

MASTER OF SCIENCE

Jane Randall Cleek, Madison, MS

Major: Art Two-Dimensional

Avery Creed Dugan, Clinton, MS
Major: Strategic Communication

Kathleen Ashlyn Hill, Clinton, MS

Major: Strategic Communication

Sydnee Shreve Bland Tarver, Clinton, MS
Major: Strategic Communication

SCHOOL OF HUMANITIES
AND SOCIAL SCIENCES

DR. JONATHAN RANDLE, DEAN

BACHELOR OF ARTS

Nicole Laura Adkins, Jackson, MS
Addison Grace Alexander, Summit, MS
Britney Jeantel Bettis, Greenville, MS
Jordan Rayne Chastant, Brandon, MS
Camden Elizabeth Clem, Madison, MS
Micah James Davis, Poplarville, MS
Morgan Leigh Flemons, Shannon, MS
Mary Margaret Freeman, Meridian, MS
Abigail Gachupin-Nava, Prattville, AL
Lauren Elizabeth Graff, Belden, MS
Maria Noelle Guay, Ponchatoula, LA
Joy Renee Hendrickson, Clinton, MS
Colburn Wyatt Jones, Pelahatchie, MS
Robyn Cheyenne Marshall, Clinton, MS

Emily Danielle McNeer, Hernando, MS
Micah Moore Morgan, Brandon, MS
Talibah Muhammad, Jackson, MS

Lindsey Noelle Newman, Canton, MS
Braden Thomas Scott, New Albany, MS
Vanessa Mhairi Gordon Sharp, Clinton, MS
Aynsleigh Kendra Washam, Maumelle, AR
Avery Raye Wolfe, Morton, MS

HoONORS COLLEGE SCHOLARS

Addison Grace Alexander, Summit, MS
Camden Elizabeth Clem, Madison, MS
Mary Margaret Freeman, Meridian, MS
Aynsleigh Kendra Washam, Maumelle, AR

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE

Cecilia Grizeth Arellano, Brandon, MS

Micah Steven Bischoff, Houston, TX

Haley Cheyanne Bowen, Magee, MS

KaDazia Iyania Brown, Wesson, MS

Jabin Alexander Deyamport, Pearl, MS

Deanna Carol Dulske, San Antonio, TX

Parys J. Finch, Madison, MS

Griffin Hope Fleming, Clinton, MS

Robert William Grames, IV, Moody, AL

Aishanna Katira Gunn, Jackson, MS

Karis Michaela Hall, Jackson, MS

Abigail Ellison Hallmark, Summit, MS

Misty Rene Hammack, Harrisville, MS

Joan Willadale Humes, Pearl, MS

Beau Konnor Kirsch, Lafayette, LA

Kate AnLi Learned, Germantown, TN

Justin May, Pearl, MS

William Knight McCarty, Meridian, MS

Jaison Tyler McKeithan, Prattville, AL

George Andrew Myers, West Memphis, AR

Lindsey Noelle Newman, Canton, MS

Antoine Yves Patrick Nivault, Avignon Provence-
Alpes-Cote d’Azur, France

Loren Nicole Nix, Quitman, MS

Emma Catherine Roberts, Jackson, MS

Jeremiah Edward Tibbs, Hoover, AL

Kimberly Faye Warden, Yazoo City, MS

Charles Delchamps Wharton, Madison, MS

Josephine Belle Whipp, Baton Rouge, LA

Rodrick Maurice Wilson, Jr., Coldwater, MS
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BACHELOR OF SCIENCE Richard Carmichael Pollard, Clarksdale, MS
IN EpucaTioN Major: History

Loren Michelle Degan, Horn Lake, MS MASTER OF SCIENCE

BacHELOR oF SociaL WORK Hannah Lee Branch, Clinton, MS
Major: Administration of Justice

Madelyn Faith Cox, Canton, GA

Susanna Beth Reid, Clinton, MS James Conlee Pierce, Vicksburg, MS

Luke Elijah Sanders, Brandon, MS Major: Homeland Security

Sienna Raye Smathers, Raymond, MS
Abbey Beth Williams, Pontotoc, MS

HoNORs COLLEGE SCHOLAR

Addison Grace Alexander, Summit, MS

WitH HiGH HONORS

Mary Margaret Freeman
For the Heart is Hard Though the Body
Be Soft: “On Fairy-stories and Allegorical
Interpretation of Smith of Wootton Major”
Dr. Jonathan Randle

Maria Noelle Guay
The Stars are Black and Cold: A Literacy
Analysis of Religion and Identity in the Stage
Adaptation of Les Miserables
Dr. Daniel White

Colburn Wyatt Jones
Disco Elysium’s Insulindian Phasmid: The End
of Harry Du Bois
Dr. David Miller

Avery Raye Wolfe
Isn’t That Romantic: An Exploration of
Lore Olympus and Dark Romance Through
a Comprehensive Analysis of Hades as an
Anti-Hero
Dr. David Miller

MASTER OF ARTS

Owen Francis Connelly, Clinton, MS
Major: History

Talmadge Cody Ladner, Madison, MS
Major: English

MISSISSIPPI COLLEGE
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MISSISSIPPI COLLEGE
SPRING COMMENCEMENT EXERCISE
INTERDISCIPLINARY STUDIES
SCHOOL OF NURSING
SCHOOL OF SCIENCE anp MATHEMATICS

A. E. WOOD COLISEUM, CLINTON, MISSISSIPPI
FRIDAY, MAY 3, 2024

*PROCESSIONAL
“Veritas March”
by Ben Williams

Dr. Robert Knupp

Professor

Department of Music

*INVOCATION
Dr. Jacob Crouch

Instructor, School of Nursing

WELCOME and
PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS
Dr. Blake Thompson
President, Mississippi College

PRESENTATION OF AWARDS
Dr. Lisa Eichelberger
Interim Dean, School of Nursing

Dr. Stan Baldwin
Dean, School of Science and Mathematics

1:00 p.M.

CONFERRING OF DEGREES
Dr. Lisa Eichelberger
Interim Dean, School of Nursing

Dr. Stan Baldwin
Dean, School of Science and Mathematics

Dr. Mike Highfield
Provost, Executive Vice President
and Graduate Dean

Dr. Blake Thompson
President

*CLOSING STATEMENT
Dr. Mike Highfield

*BENEDICTION
Dr. Mary Ellen Stewart ’95
Assistant Professor

School of Nursing

*RECESSIONAL
“Stately Processional”
by James S. Sclater
Dr. Robert Knupp

*The audience will please stand.
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CANDIDATES

INTERDISCIPLINARY
STUDIES

DR. MicHAEL HIGHFIELD, GRADUATE DEAN,
PrOVOST AND EXECUTIVE VICE PRESIDENT

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE

Kelly Leanne Brady, Clinton, MS

Christopher De’Shawn Brown, Byram, MS
Katherine Marie Bruner, Brandon, MS

Cole Matthew Drake, Brandon, MS

Alexis Kennedy Bolton-Graham, Hattiesburg, MS
Pazia Kingma, Nashwille, TN

Kristin Elizabeth Meredith, Okmulgee, OK
Annemarie Russell, Terry, MS

MASTER OF HEALTH SERVICES
ADMINISTRATION

Quantrelle Latrice Green, Natchez, MS

Major: Health Services Administration

Niasia Shantel Harrington, Indianola, MS
Major: Health Services Administration

Arica JaTrece Jones, Canton, MS
Major: Health Services Administration

Helen Elisa Killion, New Orleans, LA

Major: Health Services Administration

Javanna Charmaine McLaurin, Louin, MS
Major: Health Services Administration

Brandon Richardson McRae, Shreveport, LA

Major: Health Services Administration

Aisha Marcia Robertson, Meridian, MS

Major: Health Services Administration

Chessica Shanese Ware, Canton, MS

Major: Health Services Administration

Kathleen Michelle Williams, Brandon, MS

Major: Health Services Administration

FOR DEGREES
SPRING 2024 COMMENCEMENT

SCHOOL OF NURSING

Dr. LisAa EICHELBERGER, INTERIM DEAN

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE

Makailya Amanda Helen Drake, Ridgeland, MS
Kaylen Christopher Hamilton, Clinton, MS
Kendall Lane Lauderdale, Raymond, MS

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN NURSING

Rena Michele Ashcraft, Brandon, MS
Fabien Raymond Barker, Madison, MS
Leslie Cameron Baxter, Grand Bay, AL
Madeline Sharpe Braud, Terry, MS
Katie Elizabeth Crawford, Clinton, MS
Kaitlyn Elizabeth Crochet, Prairieville, LA
Haley Lafiae Dobbins, Pearl, MS

John Christian Addison Dulaney, Clinton, MS
Elizabeth Grace Eubank, Ridgeland, MS
McKenzie Danielle Ford, Clinton, MS
Zharia Patreace Harris, Water Valley, MS
Chanley Rae Henson, Tuscaloosa, AL
Adrian Antwain Hopson, Marion, MS
Nina Lin, Clinton, MS

Levi Dorsett Lott, Oxford, MS

Daniel Corey Mangum, Florence, MS
Molly Grace McNeer, Coldwater, MS
Emilia Rosalia Miceli, Brandon, MS
Jacilyn Alexis Moore, Biloxi, MS
Lindsey Leigh Norton, Brookhaven, MS
Riley Lynden Odem, Clinton, MS
Christian R. Pittman, Gulfport, MS
Mary Ruth Pridmore, Poplarville, MS
Tanyla Jamilla Scott, Brandon, MS
Mairead Elizabeth Smith, Shreveport, LA
Connor Quinn Stewart, Terry, MS
Anna Kathryn Stogner, Braxton, MS
Emily Lauren Stogner, Braxton, MS
Emily Katherine Sweatt, New Albany, MS
Kelsey Haynes Thompson, Utica, MS
Charity Esther Williams, Madison, MS

MISSISSIPPI COLLEGE
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ACCELERATED B.S.N.

Chelsea Brianna Dees, Florence, MS
London Dawn Falgout, Madison, MS
Jalen Maurissa Jamison, Byram, MS
Avneet Kaur, Natchez, MS

MacKenzie Grace Newton, Raymond, MS
Hunter Joel Patterson, Jackson, MS
Alexis Trinee Poe, Starkville, MS
Antonio Jose Quintanilla, Eupora, MS
Gregory Bernard Stewart, Jr., Ridgeland, MS
Rona Michelle Straughter, Belzoni, MS
Zhakia L. Walker, Jackson, MS

R.N. To B.S.N.

Brenda Trevino de Arambula, R.N., Vicksburg, MS
Mayson Barnes, R.N., Ellisville, MS

Chali Ann Bridges, R.N., Columbus, MS

Marilyn Joy Charlton, R.N., Tylertown, MS
Katrina Epps Granderson, R.N., Benton, MS
Alicia G. Graves, R.N., Hazlehurst, MS

Kira M. Harvey, R.N., Jackson, MS

Misty Louise Murray Holland, R.N., Philadelphia, MS
Steven Scott Jones, R.N., Carriere, MS

Hannah Virginia Annette Kennedy, R.N., Meridian, MS
Carrie Ware McSweyn, R.N., Wesson, MS

Jerrica Dru Merchant, R.N., Morton, MS

Lorrie Danielle Neal, R.N., Ridgeland, MS

Amy Renee Skinner, R.N., Long Beach, MS

Micah Clay Stewart, R.N., Philadelphia, MS
Cyndreika Kiaria Triplett, Loganville, GA

JUNIOR AND SENIOR
HONORS PROGRAM

Tanyla Jamilla Scott

WitTH HONORS

McKenzie Danielle Ford
Heredity Factors and Alzheimer’s
Disease: A Systematic Review

Dr. David Sharp

WitH HicH HONORS

Emilia Rosalia Miceli
Improvement of Quality of Life of
Marfans Patients: A Systematic Review
Dr. David Sharp

SCHOOL OF SCIENCE
AND MATHEMATICS

DRr. StaN BaLpwiN, DEAN

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE

Julia A. Abel, Collierville, TN

Mason Anding Alford, Magnolia, MS

Jorge Areces, Gijon, Spain

Matias Agustin Ballatore, Rio Cuarto Cordoba,
Argentina

Tyler Pharez Bedford, Newton, MS

Luke Maddox Boarman, Madison, MS

Ryleigh Grace Borbash, Hattiesburg, MS

Ethan Storm Boyett, Alexandria, LA

James Luke Bridges, Madison, MS

Morgan Leigh Bright, Chelsea, AL

Margaret Bradley Carley, Sumrall, MS

Ashley Nicole Carter, Pearl, MS

Caitlin Joy Carter, Clinton, MS

Alison Camila Cevallos, Pearl, MS

Emma Grace Clark, Meridian, MS

Olivia Claire Clark, Wesson, MS

Joseph Conner Clayton, Petal, MS

Jameson Price Cook, Canton, MS

Dominic Craig Costa, Flowood, MS

Mitchel Jackson Creel, Hattiesburg, MS

Anna Elizabeth Davis, Bossier City, LA

Micah James Davis, Poplarville, MS

Shelby K. Dean, Clinton, MS

Madison Grace Ely, Vancleave, MS

Alyssa Nicole Fielder, Brandon, MS

Austin Michael Flynn, Naples, FL

Julia Helena Fulianty-Teasdale, Southampton,
United Kingdom

John Bryce Fulton, Louise, MS

Emily Meredith Gant, Meridian, MS

Samuel Lee Glaze, Gulfport, MS

Lauren Elizabeth Graff, Belden, MS

Katherine Elizabeth Hammond, Brentwood, TN

Elizabeth Ibafiez Hammons, Pearl, MS

Carson Noelle Wofford Hardin, Pelahatchie, MS

James Collin Hautle, Clinton, MS

Samantha Hernandez, Pearl, MS
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Sarah Kathryn Hodson, Raceland, LA Andrew
MacAlister Hutcheson, Vicksburg, MS Harrison
Parker Jackson, Birmingham, AL William George
Janous, Madison, MS

Addie Micaela Jolly, Calhoun, LA

Mason Brian Kennedy, Mendenhall, MS ArKayla
Noelle Martin, Utica, MS

Beau Landen Miller, Poplarville, MS

Stephen Allen Mills, Brookhaven, MS

Miana E. Mozee, Clinton, MS

Carson Patrick O’Daniel, Tupelo, MS

Cora Reagan Palmer, Greenwell Springs, LA
Catherine Claire Price, Madison, MS Christopher
Lamar Reeves, I, Kimberly, AL Emily Ann
Rigney, Laurel, MS

Timothy Cole Simmons, Hernando, MS Matthew
William Sinclair, Pretoria, South Africa DeAnte
Dupri Smith-Moore, Cincinnati, OH Sukhbir
Singh Sohal, Clinton, MS

Emily Taylor Stephens, Downsville, LA

Tristan Lewis Tigrett, Brandon, MS

David Allan Torrent, Oxford, MS

Lindsey Kate Turner, Sallis, MS

Clint Mason Walker, Brandon, MS

Aynsleigh Kendra Washam, Maumelle, AR
Madilyn Nichole Waters, Laurel, MS

Sydney Shea Watts, Alabaster, AL

Rebekah Anne Wiser, Hattiesburg, MS Hannah
Claire Woodward, Mendenhall, MS William
Arthur Yarbrough, Bastrop, LA Chin-Jon Victor
Yen, Clinton, MS

Caleb William Young, Ridgeland, MS

HoNoRrRS COLLEGE SCHOLARS

Julia A. Abel, Collierville, TN

Ethan Storm Boyett, Alexandria, LA

Katherine Elizabeth Hammond, Brentwood, TN
Emily Taylor Stephens, Downsville, LA
Aynsleigh Kendra Washam, Maumelle, AR

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN
E1LECTRICAL ENGINEERING

Eric Christopher Benton, Madison, MS

Matthew Daniel Blacksher, Brandon, MS

Jared Vance Collum, Brandon, MS

Weston Wyatt Pool, Pearl, MS

Christopher Wilson Smith, Clinton, MS

Matthew Richard Theodore Tarigan, Cikarang Java,
Indonesia

Grant Michael Watts, Port Allen, LA

WitH HicH HONORS

Emily Taylor Stephens
The Effect of Bergamot Essential Oil on
Increased Salivary Cortisol Levels Caused by
Laboratory-Induced Acute Stress
Dr. Stephanie Carmicle

MASTER OF SCIENCE

Aaron Peyton Alexander, Calhoun, LA
Major: Biology Medical Sciences

David Benjamin Ash, Colleywille, TX
Major: Biology Medical Sciences

Frank Grant Tickie Brian, Jackson, MS
Major: Biology Medical Sciences

Anna LaCara Carlin, Marine City, MI
Major: Biology Medical Sciences

Ashley Colleen Delany, New Port Richy, FL
Major: Biology Medical Sciences

Kristen Diane Dodd, Ridgeland, MS
Major: Biology Medical Sciences

Madyson Jenese Edwards, Ridgeland, MS
Major: Biology

Hailey Alexa Nicole Fisher, Baton Rouge, LA
Major: Biology

Graham Knight Hanes, Ruston, LA
Major: Biology Medical Sciences

Ethan Poi Zhong Hoasjoe, Houston, TX
Major: Biology Medical Sciences

Alexa Lei Hyder, Jackson, MS
Major: Biology

Mohammad Mouzam Ibrahim, Hyderabad
Telangana, India
Major: Chemistry
Thesis: Qualitative and Quantitative Analysis of
Toxic Metals in Shrimps
Thesis Committee:
Dr. Scoty Hearst, Chair
Dr. Trent Selby
Dr. David Magers
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Jasmine Lanae’ Kinchen, Nashville, TN
Major: Biology

Matthew Carey Knight, Florence, MS
Major: Biology

Hailey Elizabeth McDowell, Hessmer, LA
Major: Biology Medical Sciences

Quynhnhi Theresa Nguyen, New Orleans, LA
Major: Biology Medical Sciences

Braden Hayes Odem, Clinton, MS
Major: Biology Medical Sciences

Ryusuke Oyagi, Denpasar Lesser Sunda Islands,
Indonesia
Major: Biology

Parth Jayeshkumar Patel, Surat Gujarat, India
Major: Chemistry

Thesis: Monitoring Toxic Metals in Marine
Environments Using Blue Crabs Sentinels

Thesis Committee:

Dr. Scoty Hearst, Chair
Dr. Trent Selby

Dr. David Magers

Alice Elizabeth Phillips, Brandon, MS
Major: Biology

Guilherme Ricardo Santos, Lisbon, Portugal
Major: Computer Science

Thesis: Exploring the Potential of Machine

Learning in Soccer: Enhancing Statistical
Computation through Video Analysis
Thesis Committee:

Dr. Glenn Wiggins, Chair

Dr. Melissa Wiggins

Dr. Thomas Bennett

Rayna Ashley Smith, Clinton, MS
Major: Biology Medical Sciences

Claire Ellen Stokes, Clinton, MS
Major: Chemistry
Thesis: Relative Stabilities of Amino, Nitro,
and Trifluoromethyl Derivatives of
9-methylanthracene and 9-methylene-9,
10-dihydroanthracene
Thesis Committee:
Dr. David Magers, Chair
Dr. Trent Selby
Dr. Clinton Bailey

Owen Ainsworth Weddle, Brandon, MS
Major: Biology Medical Sciences
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MISSISSIPPI COLLEGE
SPRING COMMENCEMENT EXERCISE
SCHOOL OF EDUCATION

A. E. WOOD COLISEUM, CLINTON, MISSISSIPPI
FRIDAY, MAY 3, 2024

4:00 pr.M.
*PROCESSIONAL CONFERRING OF DEGREES
“Veritas March” Dr. Cindy Melton
By Ben Williams Dean, School of Education
Dr. Ben Williams
Chair and Professor Dr. Mike Highfield
Department of Music Prowost, Executive Vice President,
and Graduate Dean
INVOCATION
Dr. Katherine Heard Dr. Blake Thompson
Professor, Department of Psychology President
WELCOME and *CLOSING STATEMENT
PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS Dr. Mike Highfield
Dr. Blake Thompson
President, Mississippi College *BENEDICTION
Abigail McCoy
PRESENTATION OF AWARDS Class of 2024
Dr. Cindy Melton '94, 96 School of Education
Dean, School of Education
*RECESSIONAL

“Stately Processional”
by James S. Sclater
Dr. Ben Williams

*The audience will please stand.
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CANDIDATES FOR DEGREES
SPRING 2024 COMMENCEMENT

SCHOOL OF EDUCATION

Dr. CINDY MELTON, DEAN

BACHELOR OF ARTS

Brennan Joy Hight, Flowood, MS
Kaylee Elizabeth Hood, Madison, MS
Rebecca Grace Pyburn, Eads, TN

HoNORS COLLEGE SCHOLARS

Kaylee Elizabeth Hood, Madison, MS

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE

Ava Lauren Aslam, Madison, MS
Madison Powell Baker, Nesbit, MS
Jonathan Quitman Barnes, Flowood, MS
Jenna Brooke Belton, Brandon, MS

Emily Kate Berry, Bullard, TX

Brianna Bona Bettis, Greenville, MS
David McKinley Brown, IV, Shreveport, LA
Michael Saron Brown, Jr., Laurel, MS
Hayden Michael Calhoun, Cottondale, AL
Karla Madison Cheshire, Slidell, LA
Savanah Marie Clouse, Prairieville, LA
Ruston Brooks Conn, Montevallo, AL

Breanna Marie Cook-McMillon, Richland, MS

Cordarian Edris Courtney, Jackson, MS
Kathrine Marie Coward, Canton, MS
Caroline Lee Dees, Pearl, MS

Tishonna Kay Dillon, Tylertown, MS
Kamryn Elise Eaton, West Monroe, LA
Jaelyn Anne Evans, Odessa, FL

Mallory Jayne Frazier, Crystal Springs, MS
Wesley Cole Gibbs, The Colony, TX

Lauren Elizabeth Harris, Arlington, TN
David Craig Harwell, Madison, MS
Makayla Christine Hernandez, Whittier, CA
JaQuaris DaErion Jamison, Brooksville, MS
Kaitlyn Renee Ketch, Acworth, GA
Kathryn Alana Knuth, Newton, MS

Jordan Ashley LaFosse, Lake Charles, LA
Madison McCaskill Lampley, Ridgeland, MS
Mary Elise Lane, Mobile, AL

Victoria Dianne Laubach, Vicksburg, MS
Frances McCall Lee, Brandon, MS

Sierra Nicole Lee, Dyer, TN

William Eugene Loper, 1V, Jackson, MS
Lilliana Jeanae Marlowe, Kenner, LA

Kelsey Dionne McKnight, Natchez, MS

Jordan Breann Moore, Crane Hill, AL

Jeffrey Williamson Neville, Birmingham, AL
Gracelyn Helene Noss, Alabaster, AL

Fabio Palmieri, Cape Toun Western Province, South Africa
Susana Alejandra Patino Ramirez, Bogota, Colombia
Caroline Elizabeth Perry, Grenada, MS

Robert Augustine Piazza, Madison, MS
Rebekah Delaney Pike, Gulfport, MS

Douglas Edward Redman, Ridgeland, MS
Caleb John Reese, Bossier City, LA

Timothy Chase Rush, Prentiss, MS

Hyacinth Tressie Louise Sephton, Brandon, MS
Kayce Stephan, Byhalia, MS

Emily Taylor Stephens, Downsville, LA
Hannah Lynn Tauzin, New Iberia, LA

Peyton Grace Thompson, Laurel, MS

Joel William Travelstead, Jr., Jackson, MS

Delia Ruth Tuttlebee, Texarkana, TX

Ali Marie Wiggins, Samson, AL

Benjamin Arthur Woolhouse, Tupelo, MS
Runyan Yu, Shanghai, People’s Republic of China
Rebecca Kristine Zorn, Madison, MS

HoNORs COLLEGE SCHOLAR

Karla Madison Cheshire, Slidell, LA
Emily Taylor Stephens, Downsville, LA

WitH HiGH HONORS

Kaylee Elizabeth Hood
Conventional Strain Energy and Sigma
Delocalization in Cyclic Compounds of Carbon
and Boron

Dr. David Magers
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BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN
EDUCATION

Kristeni Jaydn Bledsoe, Richland, MS
Emma Grace Brassfield, New Albany, MS
Mallory Kaitlyn Buckley, Brandon, MS
Larkin Elise Dorris, Prairieville, LA
Savannah Nicole Edwards, Alba, TX
Kimberly Nicole Farley, Birmingham, AL
Kathryn Elizabeth Ferguson, Nesbit, MS
Abby Marie Granberry, Terry, MS
Breckyn Nicole Hanley, Clinton, MS
Phebe Grace Heard, Pearl, MS

Abigail Alise McCoy, Southaven, MS
Katelyn Faith Payne, Huntsville, AL
Emilie Morgan Powers, Brandon, MS
Josarah Ann Slover, Laurel, MS

Alaina Christine Weeks, Pontotoc, MS

MASTER OF EDUCATION

Kayla Ann Cloy Anding, Smithdale, MS
Major: Special Education

Cartessia Leneice Angrum, Madison, MS
Major: Dyslexia Therapy Program

Sherida Danyelle Banks, Canton, MS
Major: Curriculum and Instruction

Nolan Michael Bennett, Corinth, MS
Major: Educational Leadership

Antonio Jerrod Benson, Crystal Springs, MS
Major: Educational Leadership

Stephanie Tetelle Bethea, Florence, MS
Major: Curriculum and Instruction

Rebekah Raye Blake, Sterrett, AL

Major: Curriculum and Instruction

Virginia Gentry Booth, Clinton, MS
Major: Curriculum and Instruction

Makaelah Bradley, Coila, MS

Major: Curriculum and Instruction

Erica De’Andra Bridges, Canton, MS
Major: Dyslexia Therapy Program

Conner Buchanan, Philadelphia, MS
Major: Educational Leadership

McCarlie Kimbriel Burchfield, Batesville, MS

Major: Curriculum and Instruction

Amy E. Campbell, Brookhaven, MS
Major: Dyslexia Therapy Program

Bryan Keith Campbell, Port Gibson, MS
Major: Educational Leadership

Carolyn Abigail Clanton, Waynesboro, MS
Major: Elementary Education

Danyelle DeShaun Cooper, Moraga, CA
Major: Educational Leadership

Anna Kathrine Cox, Smithville, MS
Major: Dyslexia Therapy Program

Diana Laura Cruz Murillo, Sardis, MS
Major: Curriculum and Instruction

Lindsey Rea Dent, Pearl, MS
Major: Dyslexia Therapy Program

Gilberto Espinoza, Gainesville, GA
Major: Special Education

Gisele Dennine Estrada, Stafford, VA
Major: Educational Leadership

Tracy Lynn Ferraez, Columbus, MS
Major: Special Education

Morgan Ryan Frazier, Dallas, GA
Major: Elementary Education

Melissa Howie Geter, Brandon, MS
Major: Special Education

Charles E. Hamblin, Tupelo, MS
Major: Educational Leadership

Allison Breeze Haynes, Tupelo, MS
Major: Educational Leadership

Margaret Carole Henderson, Franklin, TN
Major: Elementary Education

Haley Brooke Hendrix, Pontotoc, MS
Major: Curriculum and Instruction
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Amy Griffin Herron, Acworth, GA
Major: Elementary Education

Susannah Azalee Herron, Acworth, GA
Major: Elementary Education

Rex Michael Hindman, Carriere, MS
Major: Educational Leadership

Grace Elizabeth Collins Perry Hitt, Madison, MS

Major: Educational Leadership

Jazmin Tiana Hooker, Pearl, MS
Major: Curriculum and Instruction

ShaVaughn Danielle Horne-Barney, Utica, MS

Major: Curriculum and Instruction

Laney Michelle Howell, Dallas, GA
Major: Elementary Education

Kaylie Anne Hull, Knoxville, TN
Major: Curriculum and Instruction

Rashi Jaiswal, Clinton, MS
Major: Teaching Arts Secondary 7-12

Stephanie Dierker Jierski, Clinton, MS
Major: Curriculum and Instruction

Maya Elise Johnson, De Kalb, MS
Major: Dyslexia Therapy Program

Nellie Denise Hill Jones, Clarksdale, MS
Major: Teaching Arts Secondary K-12

Benjamin Cole Keeley, Omer, MI
Major: Elementary Education

Shonda Denise Kendall, Cascilla, MS
Major: Curriculum and Instruction

Kelly Renee Kennedy, Ridgeland, MS
Major: Dyslexia Therapy Program

Karissa Baudoin Kipp, Carriere, MS
Major: Educational Leadership

Opal Nicole Kirkland, Brinson, GA
Major: Special Education

Cari Robinette Klewein, Acworth, GA
Major: Elementary Education

Avery Elizabeth Nader Kosman, Oxford, MS
Major: Curriculum and Instruction

Tyler Alexander Lamb, Loudon, TN
Major: Curriculum and Instruction

Brooke Diana Leggett, Starkville, MS
Major: Educational Leadership

Laura Amanda Mansell, Fulton, MS
Major: Special Education

Pamela L. Marshall, Tupelo, MS
Major: Educational Leadership

Autumn K. McCormick, Mooreville, MS
Major: Dyslexia Therapy Program

Kadin Wilbanks McCullough, Saltillo, MS

Major: Curriculum and Instruction

Emily Dawn Moore, Hernando, MS
Major: Special Education

Shykera Ena Moore, Mendenhall, MS
Major: Curriculum and Instruction

Jordan Earnest Morgan, Sturgis, MS
Major: Curriculum and Instruction

Ashley Shelton Nelson, Guntown, MS
Major: Curriculum and Instruction

Delisha Horn Patterson, Pontotoc, MS
Major: Educational Leadership

Tawana Chantel Neese Prejean, Florence, MS

Major: Educational Leadership

Brantlie Allyn Scott, Carthage, MS
Major: Dyslexia Therapy Program

Lori Wells Shelton, Pearl, MS
Major: Dyslexia Therapy Program

Rhoda P. Shirley, Wesson, MS
Major: Educational Leadership

Cayla Elizabeth Smith, Dallas, GA
Major: Elementary Education

Kinsey Meshea Smith, Philadelphia, MS
Major: Dyslexia Therapy Program
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Leslee Ann Smith, Ellisville, MS
Major: Educational Leadership

Kathryn Mitchell Stanford, Corinth, MS
Major: Educational Leadership

Joyce Marie Strong, Vicksburg, MS
Major: Teaching Arts Secondary 7-12

Jodie Lee Sweeney, Dallas, GA
Major: Elementary Education

Teresa Elaine Thomas, Brandon, MS
Major: Educational Leadership

KeAndria Genice Thompson, Goodman, MS
Major: Dyslexia Therapy Program

Sarah Jean Thompson, Acworth, GA
Major: Elementary Education

Peyton Elizabeth Torvik, Hernando, MS
Major: Special Education

Bailey Douglas Tullos, Pelahatchie, MS
Major: School Counseling

Erika Copeland Weaver, Acworth, GA

Major: Elementary Education

Matthew Robert Whiting, Meridian, MS
Teaching Arts Secondary 7-12

Megan Kelly Wilbanks, Madison, MS
Major: Educational Leadership

Matthew Gardner Wilkins, Little Rock, AR

Major: Curriculum and Instruction

Deja Monet McNair Williams, Hattiesburg, MS
Major: Educational Leadership

Ramona Booth Williams, Pheba, MS
Major: Curriculum and Instruction

Devin Dray Woodruff, Booneville, MS
Major: Educational Leadership

Sharone Brendon Wright, Canton, MS
Major: Educational Leadership

MASTER OF SCIENCE

Katelyn Adams, Madison, MS
Major: Mental Health Counseling

Andrew Michael Ahlrich, Madison, MS
Major: Higher Education Administration

Hailey Wile Allin, Jackson, MS

Major: Marriage and Family Counseling

Sydney Caroline Butler, Madison, MS
Major: Mental Health Counseling

Sophia Hansen Creath, Jackson, MS
Major: Mental Health Counseling

Ashton Gwyneth Davis, Richland, MS
Major: Mental Health Counseling

Brooke Nicole Fagan, Clinton, MS
Major: Athletic Administration Intercollegiate
Administration

Nicholas Alexander Grady, Meridian, MS
Major: Applied Exercise Physiology

Brady C. Jacobs, Jackson, MS
Major: Athletic Administration Intercollegiate
Administration

Philip Kumar Kodangal, Vikarabad Telangana, India
Major: Applied Exercise Physiology

Bhavana Madugula, Hyderabad Telangana, India
Major: Applied Exercise Physiology

Naga Hari Hara Murthy Mangipudi, Hyderabad
Telangana, India
Major: Applied Exercise Physiology

Elijah Kendrelvis McDaniel, Shaw, MS
Major: Mental Health Counseling

Jasmine Monay Mclntyre, Hazlehurst, MS
Major: Mental Health Counseling

Mary Rogers Merrell, Jackson, MS
Major: Mental Health Counseling

Jordan Alexander Mims, Jackson, MS
Major: Mental Health Counseling
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Cody Austin Myers, Pelahatchie, MS
Major: Athletic Administration Intercollegiate
Administration

Kenneth Wayne Napoli, Jackson, MS
Major: Mental Health Counseling

Margaret Banks Proffitt, Clinton, MS
Major: Athletic Administration Intercollegiate
Administration

Toni Alexandria Reynolds, Hazlehurst, MS
Major: Marriage and Family Counseling

Leland Somers Smith, IV, Madison, MS
Major: Mental Health Counseling

Claire Elise Subat, Slidell, LA
Major: Marriage and Family Counseling

Georgia Grace van Leijsen, Jackson, MS
Major: Mental Health Counseling

Nefertari Eileen White, Tucson, AZ
Major: Higher Education Administration

Anita Kim Winfield, Jackson, MS
Major: Applied Exercise Physiology

EDUCATION SPECIALIST

Gracie Thompson Adcock, Morton, MS
Major: Educational Leadership Administration
K-12

Shacob Keshon Bailey, Ridgeland, MS
Major: Counseling

Logan Danielle Bales, Picayune, MS
Major: Educational Leadership Administration
K-12

Stephen Wade Cooper, Booneville, MS
Major: Educational Leadership Administration
K-12

Jessica Paige Posey Cumberland, Carthage, MS
Major: Educational Leadership Administration
K-12

Pamela Janell Jones, Jackson, MS
Major: Educational Leadership Administration
K-12

Emily Lucille Lann, Benton, MS
Major: Educational Leadership Administration

K-12

Williesha Maria Mack, Ridgeland, MS
Major: Educational Leadership Administration

K-12

Ashlee Caviness Martin, Booneville, MS
Major: Educational Leadership Administration

K-12

Martha Gamble Moore, Greenville, MS
Major: Educational Leadership Administration

K-12

Sharenus Ariel Purnell, Jackson, MS
Major: Educational Leadership Curriculum and
Instruction

Glenn D. Robinson, Clinton, MS
Major: Educational Leadership Administration
K-12

Katrina Ann Sartin, Summit, MS

Major: Educational Leadership Administration
K-12

Jon Eric Somervell, Ocean Springs, MS
Major: Educational Leadership Administration

K-12

Madelyn Marie Speed, Sumrall, MS
Major: Educational Leadership Administration

K-12

Gabriel LeKeesha Stapleton, Jackson, MS
Major: Educational Leadership Administration
K-12

Cleotha Anthony Taylor, Yazoo City, MS
Major: Educational Leadership Administration

K-12

Danielle Renae Whittington, Columbia, MS
Major: Educational Leadership Administration
K-12

Charles H. Williams, Jr., Pearl, MS
Major: Educational Leadership Administration
K-12
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DocTor oF EpucaTION
Ettatina Lynette Flowers Myles, Jackson, MS

Tianjie Yun, Miami, FL
Major: Educational Leadership
Dissertation: An Investigation of Mississippi
School Teachers’ Use of Social Media Platforms
for Their Professional Development
Dissertation Committee:
Dr. Ruthie Stevenson, Chair
Dr. Willie Johnson
Dr. O’ka Duren
Dr. Shevonne McDuffy-Oatis

DOCTOR OF PROFESSIONAL
COUNSELING

Rosamaria Pena, Laredo, TX
Major: Professional Counseling Project
Demonstrating Excellence: Developing an
ETherapy Program to Address Mental Health
Issues in Students at Laredo College
Project Demonstrating Excellence Committee:
Dr. Amy Vlach, Chair
Dr. Jacqueline Bell

Jerome Christopher Scaturro, Bogota, NJ
Major: Professional Counseling
Project Demonstrating Excellence: Treating
Substance Abuse Disorder Utilizing both
Cognitive Behavioral Therapy and Mindfulness
Intervention Techniques
Project Demonstrating Excellence Committee:

Dr. Jacqueline Bell, Chair
Dr. Amy Vlach

Gail M. Duncan Thomas, Houma, LA
Major: Professional Counseling
Project Demonstrating Excellence: Program
Evaluation of the Terrebonne Parish Drug
Court (TPDC) Treatment
Program in the Treatment of Substance Abuse
Disorder: A Clinical Case Study
Project Demonstrating Excellence Committee:
Dr. Jacqueline Bell, Chair
Dr. Amy Vlach
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PRESIDENTIAL MEDALLION

The medallion concept originated in Biblical days
as a symbol for authority. The medallion was worn for
adornment, and its likeness served as the official Seal. The
Presidential Medallion, crafted for Dr. Blake Thompson,
symbolizes the authority of the president’s office as well
as the president’s responsibility to the Mississippi College

academic community. Fashioned in bronze and electro-
plated with gold, the Presidential Medallion depicts the
Nelson Hall clock tower and is inscribed with the name
and founding date of the University. The University’s
motto, “Veritas et Virtus” (truth and virtue) and the title
“president,” are included in the inscriptions.

MACE AND SEAL

The Mississippi College Mace, carried by the faculty
council president who serves as grand marshal, is a symbol
of the authority of the president of Mississippi College.
Originating in the Middle Ages as a hand weapon used by
the guards of kings, the mace has evolved into a ceremonial
symbol in academic processions. The Mississippi College
Mace is an original design by Dr. Ruth Glaze, professor of
art, the late Dr. Kenneth Quinn, art instructor, and the
late Dr. Archie Germany, professor emeritus of chemistry.
Dr. Cliff Fortenberry, professor of communication and
former department head, suggested the creation and use
of the mace, which was first used during the inaugural

ceremony of Dr. Howell Todd on April 28, 1995. The
mounts were designed and cast by the late Dr. Sam Gore,
professor of art and department head, and Steve Cook,
former professor of art. The four bronze Ormolu mounts
represent Provine Chapel, Nelson Hall, a Choctaw Indian,
and the Mississippi College motto within a circle placed
over an open Bible and under the torch of truth. The
mounts are attached to the four quadrants of the mace
and the Mississippi College Presidential Seal is located in
the crest of the mace.

THE PRESIDENTIAL SEAL

The Seal, which originated in prehistoric periods,
came to represent the authority of the king. When used
with wax and attached to a document, the impression of
the Seal carried with it the full weight of the king’s author
ity. The University Seal symbolizes the academic authority
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controlled by the University. Any document which bears
the Seal is vested with the full authority of the University
and its president. The Mississippi College Presidential Seal
mirrors the design of the Presidential Medallion.
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ACADEMIC REGALIA

A time-honored tradition of great dignity, the wearing
of academic apparel dates to the ecclesiastical garb of the
late Middle Ages. The academic gown and hood were appar-
ently first adopted in the 13th century at the University of
Cambridge (1284). The University of Oxford was soon
to follow. The custom was transplanted to this country
in colonial times by Kings College in New York, now
Columbia University.

In 1885, American universities and colleges standard-
ized their academic styles and developed the intercollegiate
code of academic costume. The characteristic elements of
academic regalia are the gown, hood, and cap. The gown

is usually of black material (serge or worsted for bachelors,
the same or silk for masters, and silk for doctors).

The hood, worn around the neck to hang down the
back, is the principal emblem of the nature and source of
the degree held. It is edged with velvet of the color of the
degree; its silk lining bears the colors of the institution
which granted the degree. Hoods may be worn only after
the degree has been granted.

The cap bears a tassel which may be black for all ranks
of degrees, or may be of gold thread for doctors and the
color representing the degree for bachelors and masters.

HISTORY OF MISSISSIPPI COLLEGE

institution in the United States to grant a degree to a

‘When Mississippi College opened its doors in 1826 as
Hampstead Academy, much of the United States was still
wilderness. A mere nine years earlier, Mississippi had been
admitted into the Union as the twentieth state. Mississippi
itself was still an untamed frontier - a challenge to be met
by hard work, diligence, and faith. Applying these ideals to
the academic setting, Mississippi College began educating
men and women to become leaders in both professional
and spiritual arenas.

Mississippi College is the oldest institution of higher
learning in Mississippi and was the first co-educational
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woman. In 1850, the Mississippi Baptist Convention
obtained the University by lease and began operation
through a board of trustees.

Now in its 198th year, Mississippi College is the old-
est University in the state. The University is governed
by a board of trustees elected by the Mississippi Baptist
Convention. Support comes through tuition, donations
from alumni and friends, foundations and corporate sup-
port, and the Mississippi Baptist Convention.
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MISSISSIPPI COLLEGE
VISION STATEMENT

Mississippi College seeks to be known as a University

recognized for academic excellence and commitment to the cause of Christ.

MISSISSIPPI COLLEGE
MISSION STATEMENT

Mississippi College, governed by a board of trustees

elected by the Mississippi Baptist Convention, is a private,
co-educational, comprehensive University of liberal arts
and sciences and professional studies dedicated to the pur-
suit of academic excellence. Founded in 1826, Mississippi
College is the oldest institution of higher learning. As a
Christian institution, Mississippi College values the
integration of faith and learning throughout the educa-
tional process.

Consistent with its Baptist heritage and relation-
ship to the Convention, Mississippi College provides a
Christian education for its student population. Students
select the University because of the quality of its aca-
demic programs, Christian environment, and location.
The University recruits students who demonstrate excel-
lence in scholarship, leadership, and church and com-
munity involvement. The majority of students come from
Mississippi and other southern states.

Mississippi College stimulates the intellectual devel-
opment of its students through the liberal arts and
sciences and concentrated study in specialized fields,
including preprofessional and professional programs. The
University’s environment promotes the spiritual, social,
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emotional, and physical development of its students and
encourages them to utilize their skills, talents, and abili-
ties as they pursue meaningful careers, lifelong learning,
and service to God and others. The University emphasizes
those undergraduate, graduate, and professional programs
that offer opportunities for service. The University reflects
its responsibility of service to the community through a
variety of learning opportunities and numerous cultural-
enrichment experiences.

Mississippi College is committed to excellence and
innovation in teaching and learning. The University seeks
to employ and retain faculty who are dedicated to teach-
ing, learning, and advising students; who support and
engage in scholarship and creative activities that advance
knowledge; and who seek to continue their own profes-
sional development. The University also seeks to employ
and retain staff and administrators who are equally
dedicated to supporting these efforts. Furthermore, the
University selects employees who reflect Christian values
and a commitment to service. Mississippi College is an
equal opportunity employer in accordance with Title VII
and applicable exemptions.
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DISTINGUISHED PROFESSOR AWARD

Each year since 1978 Mississippi College has recognized a member of the faculty as Distinguished Professor of the Year.
In the spring of 2000, the General Faculty voted to revise the process by which the Distinguished Professor is chosen.
Currently, faculty in the schools of Business, Education, Law, and Nursing nominate one member of their respective
faculties for this award. The faculty of the College of Arts and Sciences nominates three members, one each from the
Humanities, the Sciences, Fine Arts, and Communication. Each May, a committee appointed by the President of the
Faculty Council and composed of faculty from all academic divisions of the University selects the Distinguished Professor
of the Year based on criteria established by the General Faculty.

AWARD RECIPIENTS

1977-78 Dr. Archie Germany 1993-94 Mrs. Mary Catherine Gentry 2009-10 Dr. Kerri Jordan
1978-79 Dr. Joe Cooper 1994-95 Dr. Billy Hicks 2010-11 Dr. James Everett
1979-80 Dr. George Pittman 1995-96 Dr. Becky Lynchard Clark 2011-12 Dr. Emily Fokeladeh
1980-81 Dr. William P. Stark 1996-97 Dr. James Sclater 2012-13 Dr. David G. Miller
1981-82 Dr. L. Craig Whitlock 1997-98 Dr. Debbie Pierce 2013-14 Dr. Patricia Bennett
1982-83 Dr. Ron Howard 1998-99 Dr. John Meadors 2014-15 Prof. Steve Cook
1983-84 Dr. Lloyd Roberts 1999-00 Dr. Shirley N. Jones 2015-16 Dr. Teresa Floyd
1984-85 Dr. Anne Meydrech 2000-01 Dr. Tom Williams 2016-17 Dr. Cindy Melton
1985-86 Dr. Ed Akin 2001-02 Dr. Gerald Lee 2017-18 Dr. John Travis
1986-87 Dr. Ralph Taylor 2002-03 Dr. Edward Valente 2018-19 Dr. John Anderson
1987-88 Dr. Joe M. Cooper 2003-04 Dr. William P. Stark 2019-20 Dr. Steven Price
1988-89 Dr. James Burnside 2004-05 Dr. David H. Magers 2020-21 Dr. Tommy Leavelle
1989-90 Dr. Bettye Coward 2005-06 Dr. Bill Wheeler, Jr. 2021-22 Dr. Sara Kimmel
1990-91 Dr. John McCall 2006-07 Dr. Mary Ann Henriques 2022-23 Dr. Melinda Gann
1991-92 Dr. Craig Turner 2007-08 Dr. Mark ModakTruran

1992-93 Dr. Kirk Ford 2008-09 Dr. Michael Mann

VAN “DOC” QUICK DISTINGUISHED STAFF AWARD

Each year since 2005 Mississippi College has recognized an outstanding member of the staff as the recipient of the
Distinguished Staff Award. In honor of Dr. Van Dyke Quick, Vice President for Student and Alumni Affairs, Emeritus,
an outstanding alumnus and long-time member of the Mississippi College family, the award was renamed and presented
in 2010 as the Van “Doc” Quick Distinguished Staff Award. Nominations for this award are received in April each year
and may be received from students, faculty, staff, alumni and friends of Mississippi College. A nominee for this award
must be a current Mississippi College staff employee who has had three consecutive years of service as a full-time staff
member. The recipient of the award is selected by a committee composed of seven staff members and presented at the
May commencement.

AWARD RECIPIENTS

2004-05  Carolyn V. Hand 2011-12  Linda Taylor 2018-19  Shelia Carpenter
2005-06  Bettye Stewart 2012-13  Shirley Tipton 2019-20  Laura Ann Hoffman
2006-07 Cindy Hampton 2013-14  Ann Long 2020-21  Autumn Norman
2007-08  Sandy Reeves 2014-15  Susan Musselwhite 2021-22  Elizabeth Milner
2008-09  Ricky Russell 2015-16  Kathy Gibbs 2022-23  Greg Travis

2009-10  Cynda Golden 2016-17  Mary Beth Graves

2010-11  Jeannie Lane 2017-18  Jo Sistrunk
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MISSISSIPPI COLLEGE BOARD OF TRUSTEES

Ronnie Falvey, Chairman
Bill Sones, Vice Chairman

Jane Hederman, Secretary

Amanda AlexanderTaylor Susan Fortenberry Tom S. Lee Art Stevens
Ralph Barnes Roy Fountain Marjorie Lenoir Chip Stevens
Barry Corbett Tina Fulcher Oscar Miskelly Tony Stringer
Brian Crawford Gregg Harper Paul Moak, Jr. Bob Waller
Eddie Donahoe Wally Henry Dwayne Pickett Robert Watson
LaVerne Edney Jeff Holland Hugh Plunkett Gary Watts
David Eldridge Tony Huffman Ronnie Smith

Jonathan Ambrose
Stan Baldwin
Kenny Bizot

Lori Bobo

Tanya Bradley
Shelia Carpenter

COMMENCEMENT COMMITTEE

David Miller, Chairman
Blake Thompson, Exofficio

Margaret Cole Susan Musselwhite Reid Vance
Alfred Daniels Megan Pritchett Wayne VanHorn
Madison Dean Jonathan Randle Mike Warren
Marcelo Eduardo Billy Thornton Ben Williams
Roe Grubbs Jim Turcotte Michael Wright
Cindy Melton Missa Turman

MACE BEARER

Mary Ellen Stewart
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The pleasing bronze sculpture, “Jesus and the Children,” created by the late internationally celebrated artist,

Dr. Samuel Gore, is located in a perfect spot on the Quad near the home of the School of Education.
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