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VICTORIA LOWERY
Mississippi College School of Law




tel:
(601) 925-7970
151 East Griffith Street






cell:
(601) 209-3921
Jackson, MS  39201


 



email:
lowery@mc.edu 
ACADEMIC EXPERIENCE
Director of Advocacy, Mississippi College School of Law, 
July 2005 - present
Program responsibilities: All teaching and administrative aspects of the Advocacy Program including teaching Legal Writing III and other courses; advising the Moot Court Board; facilitating the development of alternative dispute resolution, trial, and appellate advocacy skills; administering the External Advocacy Program; administering on-campus competitions; administering and coordinating regional and national competitions the law school hosts; supervising moot court board members as they aid faculty in the instruction of oral advocacy; assisting with coordination of the Litigation and Alternative Dispute Resolution Center; coordinating Order of Barristers; advising the Advocacy Society; managing the Supreme Court Lecture Series; advising students pursuing Civil Litigation Certificates; and fundraising. 

Courses taught:  Advanced Advocacy Seminar; Appellate Advocacy; Deposition Skills Seminar; Expert Witness Seminar; Legal Writing II and III; Moot Court Board I and II; Moot Court Competitions I, II, and III; and Trial Advocacy.

Skills taught:  Applied Evidence, Brief Writing, Courtroom Advocacy, Depositions Skills, Expert Witness Skills, Legal Writing, Motion Practice, Oral Argument, Transactional Drafting, and Voir Dire.
Director of CLE and MLi Press, Mississippi College School of Law, 
January 2005 - September 2005

Responsible for coordinating a variety of continuing legal education courses designed to provide valuable, up-to-date information for judges and attorneys while satisfying the guidelines set forth in the Rules and Regulations for Mandatory Continuing Legal Education (MCLE) in Mississippi and producing high-quality, timely, relevant publications for law students and legal practitioners designed to inform practitioners and enhance the legal profession.  
PRACTICE EXPERIENCE
Associate, Baker, Donelson, Bearman, Caldwell & Berkowitz, PC, 
May 2003 - January 2005
Practice concentrating in the areas of tort and commercial litigation including products liability, mass torts, business litigation, consumer finance litigation, and lender liability. 

Associate, McGlinchey Stafford, PLLC, 
September 1999 - April 2003 
Practice concentrating in commercial litigation including business litigation, class action defense, business bankruptcy reorganization/creditors’ rights; foreclosures, collections, replevins and repossessions, commercial finance/asset-based lending and consumer finance litigation.


JUDICIAL CLERKSHIP

 

Presiding Justice Michael D. Sullivan of the Mississippi Supreme Court, 1998 - 1999
EDUCATION
 

J.D., Mississippi College School of Law, May 1998, magna cum laude

Honors: Moot Court Board; Conrad B. Duberstein National Bankruptcy Moot Court Competition National Semifinalist, 1998; Fellows of the Young Lawyers Scholarship; Mississippi Women Lawyers Association Scholarship; American Jurisprudence Awards in Labor and Employment and in Accounting for Lawyers.
Activities: Executive Secretary and Senator of Law Student Bar Association, Justice of Phi Alpha Delta Legal Fraternity. 
B.S., University of Southern Mississippi, 1995, cum laude 
Honors: American Academy of Achievement; American Australian Association Keynote Speaker 1990; Zoe Gore Perrin National Scholarship; Miss Teen of America National Scholarship; Gamma Beta Phi Society; Golden Key Honor Society; Phi Kappa Phi Honor Society.
Activities: D.A.R.E. (Dare to Keep Kids Off Drugs) National Spokesperson; USM Honors Program; Southern Style University Recruitment and Student Orientation Leader; Student Government Association Attorney General; Sorority Pledge Educator, Treasurer.
ADVOCACY TEACHER TRAINING AND CERTIFICATIONS
· National Institute for Trial Advocacy (NITA): Advocacy Teacher Training and Certification, 2006

· Stetson University College of Law: Educating Advocates Teacher Training and Certification, 2012
PROFESSIONAL HONORS AND ACTIVITIES
· Barrister, American Inns of Court, Charles Clark Chapter, 2012 - 2014
· Founding Member, Editorial Board, Practice Ready Press:  Practical Publishing for an Impractical World, 2014 - present

· Leadership Mississippi, Class of 2001
· Legal Writing Institute’s Diversity Initiatives Committee 2015 – present
· Legal Writing Institute’s Moot Court Committee 2013-15
· Mississippi Bar, Young Lawyers Division, Board Member, 2004 - 2005 

· Mississippi Business Journal's Top 40 Under 40, Class of 2011

· Mississippi Leaders in the Law, Class of 2015

· National Institute for Trial Advocacy Instructor, 2011 -  present
PUBLICATIONS
· Trends in Brief Writing:  Sounding Less Like a Lawyer in Documents Designed to Be More Readable, Mississippi Lawyer Magazine, Litigation Section, Summer 2016.  

· The Moot Court Advisor’s Handbook: A Guide for Law Students, Faculty, and Practitioners, Contributing Author, Chapter 4: Advising External Competition Teams, Carolina Academic Press, 2015.
· Interview with Chief Justice William L. Waller, Jr., Mississippi Supreme Court, Mississippi Lawyer Magazine, Appellate Practice Section, Summer 2015, http://www.msbar.org/MS_Lawyer/Summer%202015/index.html.
· Ross Guberman’s Point Made:  How to Write Like the Nation’s Top Litigators, Book Review/Essay, Capital Area Bar Association Website, August 2013, http://caba.ms/articles/bookreview/point-made.html.   
· Bryan Garner’s Transcripts of Interviews with United States Supreme Court Justices, Editorial Assistance, The Scribes Journal of Legal Writing 2010,  http://legaltimes.typepad.com/files/garner-transcripts-1.pdf.
PRESENTATIONS AND PANELS
· Instructor, Building Trial Skills, National Institute for Trial Advocacy, Dallas, Texas, June 2016.

· Panelist, Experiential Learning and Outcome Assessments Under the New ABA Standards?, Educating Advocates:  Teaching Advocacy Skills, Stetson University College of Law, Gulfport, Florida, May 2016.

· Presenter, How to Write Like the World’s Best Judges:  Practical Examples from Top Judges Demonstrating Goals and Techniques to Adopt, CLE for Court Staff Attorneys and Clerks, Mississippi Supreme Court, Jackson Mississippi, September 2015.

· Panelist, Effective Strategies for Assessing Students’ Written Work, Southeastern Association of Law Schools Annual Conference, Boca Raton, Florida, August 2015.
· Panelist, Revising Moot Court Structures:  Does It Require a Scalpel or a Sledgehammer?, National Moot Court Conference, Marquette Law School, Milwaukee, Wisconsin, October 2014.
   

· Presenter, The Most Heated Debates in Legal Writing, CLE for Court Staff Attorneys and Clerks, Mississippi Supreme Court, Jackson Mississippi, September 2014.

· Instructor, Building Trial Skills, National Institute for Trial Advocacy, Dallas, Texas, June 2014.

· Panelist, What is Advocacy Scholarship?, Educating Advocates:  Teaching Advocacy Skills, Stetson University College of Law, Gulfport, Florida, May 2014.

· Panelist, The Past, Present, and Future of Appellate Briefs, Association of American Law Schools, Section of Legal Writing, Reasoning, and Research, 2013 Annual Meeting, January 2013, New Orleans, Louisiana.

· Panelist, Current Trends in Appellate Brief Writing:  Sounding Less Like a Lawyer in Documents Designed to be More Readable, Legal Writing Institute's One Day Workshop, University of Akron School of Law, December 2012.

· Instructor, The Complete Advocate:  Deposition & Trial, National Institute for Trial Advocacy, Minneapolis, Minnesota, September 2012. 

· Panelist, Teaching Advocacy at Non-Advocacy Schools, Southeastern Association of Law Schools Annual Conference, Amelia Island, Florida, August 2012.

· Presenter, Broccoli Anyone?  The Power of Metaphors, Analogies and Other Persuasive Writing Techniques, CLE for Court Staff Attorneys and Clerks, Mississippi Supreme Court, Jackson Mississippi, August 2012.

· Instructor, Building Trial Skills, National Institute for Trial Advocacy, Dallas, Texas, June 2012.
· Panelist, Lessons Learned:  Teaching Persuasive Writing and Oral Advocacy to Law Students, Legal Writing Institute's One Day Workshop, University of Memphis School of Law, December 2011.

· Instructor, Trial Advocacy Workshop, National Institute for Trial Advocacy, Louisiana State University School of Law, Baton Rouge, Louisiana, August 2011.

· Presenter, Changes in Document Design and Other Trends in Appellate Brief Writing and Judicial Opinion Writing, CLE for Court Staff Attorneys and Clerks, Mississippi Supreme Court, Jackson Mississippi, August 2011.

· Instructor, Building Trial Skills, National Institute for Trial Advocacy, Dallas, Texas, June 2011.

· Presenter, Conciseness and Other Effective Legal Writing Techniques, CLE for Court Staff Attorneys and Clerks, Mississippi Supreme Court, Jackson Mississippi, August 2010.

PROFESSIONAL MEMBERSHIPS AND SERVICE TO THE LEGAL COMMUNITY:

 

· American Bar Association 
· Association of Legal Writing Directors
· Capital Area Bar Association
· Clarity
· Federal Bar Association
· Fifth Circuit Bar Association 
· Jackson Young Lawyers
· Legal Writing Institute
· Mississippi Bar, Alternative Dispute Resolution, Appellate Practice, and Litigation Sections 
· Mississippi Women Lawyers Association
LAW SCHOOL SERVICE


· Law Center,  Deputy Director



Litigation and Alternative Dispute Resolution Center, 2008 - present
· Certificate Program, Civil Litigation



Faculty Coordinator, 2015 - present
· Courtroom Observation Program



Docket Watch Founder and Coordinator, 2015 - present

· Faculty Advisor

Mississippi College School of Law, Advocacy Society, 2008 - present 

Mississippi College School of Law, Defense Research Institute, 2007 - 2009 

Mississippi College School of Law, Moot Court Board, 2005 - present


Mississippi College School of Law, Order of Barristers, 2008 - present


Mississippi College School of Law, Phi Alpha Delta, 2006 - 2008
· Law School Committees 

Assessment Committee, 2015 - present

Strategic Planning Committee, 2006 - 2007, 2016-present 
Student Services Committee, 2005 - 2006

Alumni Faculty Committee, 2010 - present 

BAR ADMISSIONS

· Choctaw Tribal Court 

· Mississippi State Courts 

· United States Court of Appeals for the Armed Services 

· United States Court of Appeals for the Fifth Circuit 

· United States District Courts for the Northern and Southern Districts of Mississippi 
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