SYLLABUS – Fall 2013
Instructor: Diane P. Smith, MFA, MA, MREd, BFA
dpsmith@mc.edu
http://www.mc.edu/faculty/dpsmith
(Please print out a copy of this information and place it in your notebook.)
I.

COURSE TITLE:

ART 125

Art Appreciation

3 semester hours

II.

PREREQUISITES:

none

III.

TEXTBOOK

Frank, Patrick. (2011). Prebles’ Artforms (10th ed.).
Prentice Hall, Boston.

IV.

COURSE DESCRIPTION

“General survey of the four disciplines of art:

*Aesthetics,
*Art Criticism,
*Art History, and
*Studio Art.
Focus is on the relationship of art to contemporary living. Satisfies the core curriculum fine arts
requirement. This course may not be used to satisfy requirements for a major in Art.”
--Undergraduate Catalog
This course introduces the basic elements (*ch. 2) and principles (*ch. 3) related to the production
and understanding of works of art (*ch. 5-12). Through the text and other sources a historical
account of art (*ch.14-25) from cave paintings to the art of today is presented. Styles of art major
artists and their works, and current trends in art are explored, as well as art as a reflection of a culture.
V.

RATIONALE

Instruction in the fine arts is essential in order to provide a well-rounded academic experience for the
college student. It is difficult to separate a history of civilization and its people from the history of art
and its production. The exposure of this information through questionnaires, discussion, and the
sharing of ideas, along with the execution of the student’s own creative work, will enable the student to
make intelligent and mature observations of works of art; will contribute to an understanding of man’s
need for creative expression and its place in the past and present; and will assist the student in
attaining comprehensive instruction.
VI.

COURSE OBJECTIVES

In order to provide a meaningful art experience for the college level student and assist the student in
assimilating a balanced program of study the student will:
A. Survey the history of art and acquire knowledge of the periods, styles, and artists and their
contributions.
B. Participate in hands-on activities, which will provide studio production experiences.

C. Research and report on an artist, art movement, or art-related topic applicable to the course of
study.
D. Employ various techniques to critique or discuss art.
E. Receive questionnaires, multi-media presentations, group discussions and research efforts that
reinforce the class inquiry.
F. Become aware of how the Christian faith impacts the world of art and how the world of art
impacts it.
VII.

COURSE TOPICS
The major topics to be considered are:
A.
The Nature of Art
B.
The Visual Elements
C.
The Visual Arts
D.
Art History

Chapters
Chapters
Chapters
Chapters

VIII.

INSTRUCTIONAL METHODS AND ACTIVITIES
A.
Readings from the text and additional resources
B.
Power point presentations
C.
Videos
D.
Written assignments and critiques
E.
Museum and Gallery visits and activities
F.
Group discussion and projects
G.
Hands-On Studio activities

IX.

ASSIGNMENTS
A.
Questions:
B.
Research:
C.
D.
E.

Forum:
Tests:
Notebook:

1, 13
2-3
4-12
14-25

Students will read assigned chapters and respond to questions.
Students will research and write reports / critiques on artists,
media, periods, museums, and present information on these to
the class, and create an art history timeline.
Students will prepare and participate in weekly discussions.
Students will have 5 tests/projects.
Students will keep a 3 ring notebook which will include your
personal outlines of each chapter, class notes, handouts, etc.
These will be graded.

X.

EVALUATION
Class attendance, preparation, participation, and discussions
Research, Assignments, Notebook
Tests, Projects, Presentations

XI.

GRADING SCALE
Please refer to the Addendum to 2013-2014 Undergraduate Art Syllabus.
Please print a copy of this Addendum and place it in your notebook.

Please print a copy of this syllabus and place it in your notebook.

20%
40%
40%

