Mississippi College

Music Department

Applied Voice

(All numbers)
Instructor:  Dr. Viola Dacus

Office:  207 Aven Hall

Telephone:  (601) 925-3441
e-mail:  vdacus@mc.edu

Time:  TBA


This syllabus has been created as an addendum to the Departmental Syllabus for Applied Voice (attached.)  This document will provide information regarding requirements and expectations for this particular studio.  Students are responsible for familiarizing themselves with the information contained here as well as in the Departmental Syllabus for Applied Voice.

Attendance:  

Regular attendance is absolutely necessary for success in vocal study.  In addition to the guidelines stated in the Departmental Syllabus, I maintain a strict policy regarding notification of absences.  Failure to notify me prior to missing a scheduled lesson time will automatically result in a grade of F for that lesson.  All contact information is listed above.  
Communication:  


As illustrated under the “Attendance” heading, good communication is crucial.  I may use your MC e-mail addresses to send information.  You are expected to check it regularly.
Grading:

Each lesson will be graded according to preparation of assignments.  The average of these lesson grades will result in the Studio Grade, which constitutes 2/3 of the final grade.  (See “Evaluation” on the Departmental Syllabus)


A = assignment well prepared and technical/ artistic progress evident


B = assignment well prepared


C = assignment prepared (a few mistakes)


D = assignment poorly prepared (same mistakes as last lesson)


F = lack of preparation or attendance


Please be aware that to receive a high grade there must be evidence of technical/artistic development as well as solid preparation.  The only way to achieve this is quality practice.  I strive to teach good practice techniques, but only you can implement them.  Good practice (consciously using the successes from the studio) can accomplish more over a short period than hours of poor practice (just going over songs, poor technique, etc). 


If you practice incorrectly, you are only learning how to sing incorrectly very well!

Practice well and often (see Departmental Syllabus, “Course Description” for specifics.)  Repeated mistakes are tedious for me and costly for you.  Mistakes are expected to be corrected at the lesson following their discovery.  Students who come in unprepared will be asked to leave the studio and receive a grade of F.  So, the one way to make sure that lessons are rewarding for both of us is simple: PRACTICE WITH A PURPOSE!!
Assignments: 

As stated in the Departmental Syllabus, students are required to perform a jury at the end of each semester.  This serves as the final exam and constitutes 1/3 of the final grade.
