MIS 6522 - E-Business: Management of Information Systems
Fall 2013
3 credit hours


Instructor:	  Dr. Tammy Arthur
Office:		  Self 201A
Telephone:	  601-925-3414
Office Hours:	  M  10a-12:30p (8/26-10/21)
		  M  3p-5:30p (10/24-12/16)
		  TR  9:15a-12n; 1:15-2:15p

E-mail:   Arthur@mc.edu	
Web:	   http://www.mc.edu/faculty/arthur
Course Website: 
http://moodle.mc.edu/


I.	Course Description
This is an online course that focuses on the management of organizational information in order to efficiently and effectively store and retain organizational data. Students will study the application of various storage systems and methods in support of the organization’s mission. Executive management’s role in the collection and storage of all organizational information will be studied as well.
	As a graduate-level course designed for MIS concentration majors, this class is built upon a strong understanding of database theory, techniques, and tools.  Students who are not familiar with information technology are encouraged to take an introductory course prior to attempting MIS 6522. 

II.	Prerequisites
MIS 6522 is a required course in the MBA-MIS concentration program and an elective course in the MBA program.  MIS 327 (Introduction to Management Information Systems) is a prerequisite.

III.	Rationale for Course	
This course is based on the assertion that a distinct advantage is accrued to organizations that manage and interpret information effectively (Hoffer, Ramesh, and Topi, 2011).  As one part of an information system, understanding databases is essential to today’s managers.

IV.	Student Objectives and Outcomes
The objective of the course is to develop knowledge and understanding of the implications, applications, and management of organizational data collection and storage through key database concepts, tools, and theory.  Specifically, the course is designed to provide familiarity with the problems and perspectives of data collection, retention, warehousing, administration, security, privacy, and retention.

V.	Academic Integrity
	Mississippi College students bring the very highest ethical standards into the classroom and are expected to be scrupulously honest.  Dishonesty, such as cheating or plagiarism, will be regarded as a serious offense subject to severe penalty, including, but not limited to, loss of credit and possible dismissal. Students should refer to the Mississippi College Student Handbook for examples of specific prohibited practices and the resulting punishments.  All work for this class is expected to be prepared on an individual basis unless otherwise stated by the instructor.

VI.	Student Accommodation
In order for a student to receive disability accommodations under Section 504 of the Americans with Disabilities Act, he or she must contact Student Counseling Services (SCS).  SCS will assist with information regarding the appropriate policy and procedure for disability accommodations before each semester or upon immediate recognition of the disability. Student Counseling Services is located in Alumni Hall Room #4 or you may contact them by phone at 601-925-7790.  The Program Coordinator, Holly Reeves, can be reached via email at hreeves@mc.edu and the Director of Student Counseling Services, Morgan Bryant at mbryant@mc.edu.  
VI.	Outline of Major Topics
· Introduction to data and information
· Database structures in support of business
· Data warehouses, intranets, data sharing, and linked systems
· Data administration
· Security
· Political and legal environment
· Financial issues relating to data storage

VII.	Methods of Instruction
	This course is online and therefore uses a combination of reading material, lecture (via chat rooms), class discussion (via discussion boards), hands-on assignments, case analysis, and project work.

VIII.	Required Practices
	This course requires the student to participate by reading course material, providing relevant input, completing course assignments, and working online.  While this course is online, it is not self paced. The material is presented in a scheduled manner that has simply been made chronologically independent of a set class time during the weeks of instruction.

IX.	Instructional Materials
Moodle
This is an online class that is conducted through Moodle.  Course material will be placed on this site throughout the semester. Assignments must be submitted using Moodle as well.  Instructions for logging into the class will be sent to students via the Banner class list. 

Textbook
Hoffer, J.A, Ramesh, V., and Topi, H. (2011) Modern Database Management, 10th ed., New Jersey: Prentice Hall.  		ISBN-13: 978-0136088394

Computer Software
	Microsoft Access, OpenOffice

X.	Evaluation Structure


Mid-term Exam		35%
Final Exam 		40% 
Assignments 	             15%   
Quizzes	            		10%

Grading Scale
    90-100 = A
    86-89 = B+
    80-85 = B
    76-79 = C+
    70- 75 = C

Assignments
Learning about information systems requires short periods of instruction followed by longer periods of practice. To assist in this endeavor, classroom sessions will be supplemented with (mostly) weekly assignments.  These must be completed individually unless otherwise noted.  
Assignments are due as noted in Moodle.  A letter grade will be subtracted from the score for each day that an assignment is late.  Work will not be accepted more than four days past the due date since…
Student’s work will (hopefully) be graded by the following week and the results posted online.  This will allow you to understand any problems and be prepared to work on the following week’s assignment.
Once assignments or tests are returned, students have seven days to raise any concerns they might have as to how the grade was determined.  Questions should be submitted in writing via e-mail at Arthur@mc.edu.


	
Examinations
There will be two examinations: a mid-term and a final.  Both exams will contain short answer and multiple choice questions plus application problems from the textbook, online material, readings, and assignments. Because the material in the course builds from the beginning, the final will cover material from throughout the semester, but will focus primarily on the material since the midterm.
Students are required to take both the mid-term and the final on campus.  Exam times are posted in Banner and in Moodle.
	
Participation and Attendance
Due to the nature of an online class, attendance per se is not an issue.  However, participation and significant contribution are expected during virtual sessions of the class (chat rooms and discussion boards).  Discussion forums consist of a series of topical questions related to the material being covered. Each week additional questions will be posted.  Responses can be shared and seen so that the class can learn from each other.  In addition to the forums, chat sessions will be set up as a means for students to interact and talk. I will schedule times that I will be available for those in the course who would like to ask questions or discuss the material. Students who fail to contribute to the online class should expect a negative reflection in his/her final grade.

