Bible 110 Old Testament


Deuteronomic History
Samuel

A.
Types of material: 1.) Deuteronomist materials: I Samuel 1-II, Samuel 8


2.) Succession narratives II Samuel 9-20; 1 Kings 1-2

B. Who preserved the sources used by the Deuteronomists?  Perhaps different shrines preserved clusters of traditions:

Ramah – pro-Samuel; pre-monarchy; anti-Saul


Mizpah – 1 Samuel 8, 10, 12; anti-monarchy


Gilgal – pro-monarchy; pro-Saul


Independent tradition – perhaps Bethlehem


Ark – I Samuel 4-6; II Samuel 6; Jerusalem cultus

C. Deuteronomists historical method

1. Expand materials already extant
2. Compress (or telescope) a great mass of materials into a few sentences

3. Arrangement; picked out things that would illuminate what they were trying to say

D. Story cycles in Samuel

· Samuel cycle – I Samuel 1-7


(vs. Eli)
· Saul cycle – I Samuel 8-14


(vs. Samuel)
· Rise of David’s cycle – I Samuel 15-31

(vs. Saul)
· Abner’s cycle – II Samuel 1-4


(vs. David)
· David as king II Samuel 5 ff

I Samuel has three accounts of Saul’s acceptance of the kingship: prophetic I Samuel 9:1-10:16 to save the Israelites from the Philistines; 

Ammonites: I Samuel 11:1-15, battle with Ammonites; by public acclaim Saul is accepted as king
Mizpah: 1 Samuel 8:1ff; 10:17 ff; Samuel warned the people about kingship.  Saul chosen by sacred lot.

Saul was really little more than a judge.  He did little to centralize the kingdom.  Israel was still a loose confederation of tribes.  Saul offered some relief from Philistines, but he got into trouble with Samuel.

Saul was rejected by the prophets, but the people still followed him.  Prophets’ rejection bothered him.  David’s rise disturbed him.  He sent David into exile where he developed an independent group (army) of great strength.  Saul became even more depressed, slaughtering the priests of Nob.  Philistines got out of control.  Saul committed suicide against Philistines.  David went to Hebron where he became king of the South.  Later the north asked him to be king.  He chose as his capital, Jerusalem, a Jebusite stronghold (Canaanite).  Everything about Jerusalem became David’s property.  He brought about political union, and he secured the ark. The tent and ark united in Jerusalem.  Northern tribal shrines did not die, but Jerusalem remained central.  David was a transitional figure between charismatic kingship and dynastic kingship.
Succession narrative: II Samuel 9-20; 1 Kings 1-2 is nearest to objective history writing than we have in the Old Testament
1. History of court intrigue

2. Strongly influenced by wisdom writers; vocabulary similar to Proverbs

3. Basic purpose of narrative: to justify the accession of Solomon.  Does not show much enthusiasm for Soloman; may have been written in Solomon’s reign by someone at his court.

Revolts against David 
1. Absalom revolt – Southern reaction to David
2. Sheba reaction – North reaction to David

II Samuel 20

3. Struggles for succession

· Adonijah (brother of Absalom)
Soloman – son of Bathsheba

· Abiathar – Nob priest

Zadok – priest

· Joab




Bathsheba – mother







Benaiah- 






(Jebusite mercenary army)







Nathan

Solomon was anointed and enthroned with a Canaanite-style coronation.  All opposing men were killed.  Kingship became dynastic and Canaanite instead of amphictyonic.

PAGE  
1

