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Core Curriculum Course with No Prerequisite Required


Dr. Bonnie Blu Williams - Aven 210, 925-3443 - bwilliam@mc.edu
www.mc.edu/faculty/bwilliam
COURSE DESCRIPTION - This course is designed to fill the needs of students who desire an elementary reading and listening knowledge of music.  The rudiments of music will be illustrated with listening examples.

COURSE RATIONALE - This course will show the chronological development of western music and its relationship to the development of western civilization through expression of the ideals of each developing culture.  It will also guide students in an understanding of the basic principles of musical skills, thought, knowledge and communication and further aid in their identification of parallel developments in the arts.  Furthermore, this course will expose students to music of non-western cultures and examine the similarities and differences in the use of the basic principles of music in each culture.

LEARNING OBJECTIVES - The students will be able

1) to name and identify the elements of music -  melody, rhythm, harmony, texture, timbre, dynamics, form, word-music relationships, and genre -  through discussion, listening, and hands on activities;

2) to relate the development of western music to the cultural-historical background of western civilization and discover how music expresses the ideals of western culture;

3) to identify selected composers and their monuments of music literature from major western historical periods, including our own, as representative of the thought and life of the respective periods;

4) to recognize music from non-European cultures and broaden their awareness of how music plays a role in most world cultures; and 

5) to heighten their ability to intelligently listen to music and attain greater powers of musical discernment in approaching all types and styles of music.

ACADEMIC INTEGRITY - Mississippi College is based on Christian principles.  It is therefore assumed that all students in this course will conduct themselves with the highest regard for personal ethics, integrity, and honesty.  Plagiarism will not be tolerated!!!
TUITION REFUND – A tuition refund cannot be made on dropped classes after the first week of classes.
OUTLINE OF TOPICS - This course will begin study with the basic elements of music, including definitions, descriptions, hands-on practice, and discernment through listening.  Next, this course will chronologically follow the major historical/stylistic periods focusing on the development of musical forms, instruments, terminology, composers, compositions, other art forms, cultural-historical-political happenings and influences, technology, and etc.  Throughout the course, music of non-European cultures will be introduced with discussion focusing on the role of music in each culture.  Appropriate musical selections from each culture will be played in class or assigned.  

METHODS OF INSTRUCTION - Lecture, large & small group discussion, power point presentations, individual/pair student presentations, accompanying video/DVD assignments with written reports, listening in class, listening outside of class with reports, quizzes, and attendance at approved music programs.

REQUIRED TEXT -

Listen to This.  2011, 2nd Ed, Mark Evan Bonds, Prentice Hall – With CDs
EVALUATION OF STUDENT PROGRESS - Grades are based on a 500 point system. 

1) Quiz (25 pt) The Elements of Music 


2) 2 Major Exams (75 pts &100 pts).  No make-ups unless there are extreme extenuating circumstances.  Make-up exams will be much more in-depth and will be given immediately prior to or following the class exam.


3) 100 points - Daily/Weekly quizzes/assignments/pop quizzes 


    15 points included for required class presentations

No late projects or presentations will be graded without prior approval of the professor.

4) Attendance at 4 concerts/recitals during the semester (25 pts each), a total of 100 points.  Plan Ahead.  Late programs will not be accepted without prior approval of the professor.


4) Final Exam (100 pts) Written plus Comprehensive Listening

Grading Scale:



94 - 100 =A= 470 - 500 points



86 -   93 =B= 430 - 469 points



75 -   85 =C= 375 - 429 points



70 -   74 =D= 350 - 374 points



Below 70 = F = Below 350 points
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 

1) Attendance is vital to acquire the historical perspective in listening in this course.  The Mississippi College attendance policy (absences exceeding 25%) will be strictly observed - 12 absences for a course that meets 3 times a week, 8 absences for a course that meets 2 times a week, 4 absences for a course that meets once a week, and 6 absences for summer day classes - constituting an F in this course.  (See the Professor for extenuating circumstances.)


2) Arriving 10 minutes or more late to class or leaving class 10 minutes or more early will constitute a tardy.  Two tardies will equal one absence.


3) All written papers/projects/assignments/programs/etc. must show high academic

standards.  Therefore, one point will be lost for every 2 spelling, grammatical, or typographical errors on everything turned in for this course - including exams & daily work.

4) Should you be absent for any reason, it is your responsibility to find out what you missed and to be prepared for the next class.


5) To get the most out of this course you should read the designated chapters before each class, go over the previous chapters, make sure you understand all terminology and definitions, and go over all class handouts and online assignments.  Listening is crucial.  You are responsible for your learning!

6) In order for a student to receive disability accommodations under Section 504 of the Americans with Disabilities Act, he or she must contact Student Counseling Services (SCS). SCS is located in Alumni Hall Room #4 or you may contact them by phone at 601-925-7790.  The Director of Student Counseling Services, Dr. Bryant may be reached via email at mbryant@mc.edu.  
7) EARLY ALERT – “Red flag” behaviors which may be detrimental to a student’s academic success will be noted early in the semester and notice will be sent to the student, advisor, & Office of Student Success.  The student should quickly make an appointment to talk with his/her professor about the situation.  The Office of Student Success is available to all students to assist in setting academic goals.
REQUIRED PRACTICES
The Elements of Music – QUIZ – 25 POINTS



Part 1 The Middle Ages & Part 2 The Renaissance – EXAM #1 75 POINTS
Part 3 The Baroque Era & Part 4 The Classical Era - EXAM #2 - 100 POINTS
Part 5 The Nineteenth Century & Part 6 The Twentieth Century – FINAL EXAM – 100 (PTS)

With COMPREHENSIVE LISTENING
SPRING SEMESTER TIME LINE
(Tentative and Subject to Change according to Class Needs)
100 points from daily work:  60 pts listed are required with hard copy due in class, 15 pts will be the required class presentation & 25 pts will be additional assignments/pop quizzes.
January 13 – Greetings!  Syllabus!  Introductory Notes

January 15, 22, 27, & 29 – Elements 

Due:  Jan 22  -  Bible Scriptures – 10 References to Music – both Old & New Testaments 


Typed – to turn in – 10 Pts

Due:  Jan 27 - Star Spangled Banner – Story of the writing – Typed – One FULL page or 


more – 10 Pts

QUIZ – 25 pts

February 3 & 5 – Part I The Middle Ages


Due:  Feb 5 -Medieval Occupation  – Full Page, Typed – 10 Pts

 http://www.cmi-lmi.com/kingdom.html 

February 10, 12 & 17 – Part II The Renaissance

February 19 – EXAM #1 – 75 Points

February 24, 26, March 3 & 5 – Part III The Baroque Era

Due:  Mar 3 – Baroque Terms – 10 Pts – Will be given in class

March , 17, 19 & 24 – Part IV The Classical Era

Due:  Mar 19 - Virtual Instruments Museum – Typed – 10 Pts

  http://learningobjects.wesleyan.edu/vim/
1. Name and define, in complete statements, the four types/categories of 
instruments.   Know these for exam purposes.

2. List 5 instruments for each of the above categories.

3. Go to REGIONS.  List 8 of the 12 regions.  

4. Tell what the main category of instruments is for any 3 regions.  Name 2 
instruments from this category. 

March 26 – EXAM #2 – 100 Points

March 31, April 2, 7, 9, 14 – Part V The Nineteenth Century

Due:  April 14 -  19th Century Terms – 10 Pts – Will be given in class

April 16, 23, 28, 30 – Part VI The Twentieth Century

May 5 – Final Exam – 100 pts – Comprehensive Listening 
4 Program Critiques - 25 pts each

#1 due – Monday, February 17
#2 & #3 due – Wednesday, March 26
#4 due – Wednesday, April 23
LAST DAY TO ENROLL OR ADD A CLASS –TUESDAY, JANUARY 21, 5:00 p.m.

LAST DAY TO DROP A CLASS – FRIDAY, MARCH 21
FINAL EXAM – 100 POINTS – COMPREHENSIVE LISTENING 

MONDAY, MAY 5, 12:00-3:00 p.m.
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